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Heport  of  the  Iiibrary  Committee. 


June  2^th,  i8gS' 

The  Committee,  in  presenting-  their  Second  Annual  Report,  have 
much  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  work  of  the  Library  during-  the  year 
has  been  most  eminently  satisfactory. 

That  the  Public  appreciate  the  Institution  is  evidenced  by  the 
largely  increased  issue  of  books. 

The  phenomenal  success  of  the  Library  during  the  short  period  it 
has  been  open,  encourages  the  Committee  to  hope  that  when  the 
present  Offices  of  the  Council  are  handed  over  to  them,  they  may  be 
enabled  to  still  further  extend  the  Library's  sphere  of  usefulness. 

The  whole  of  the  work  of  the  Library  is  so  exhaustively  dealt  with 
in  the  Librarian's  Report,  that  it  leaves  no  matter  to  which  it  is 
necessary  for  the  Committee  to  make  special  reference. 

We  have  to  record  our  appreciation  of  the  services  rendered  by 
the  Librarian,  Mr.  Moon,  and  his  Assistants,  the  popularity  of  the 
Institution  being  greatly  due  to  their  courtesy  and  attention  to 
the  borrowers. 

The  Committee  desire  to  thank  those  who  have  presented  books 
to  the  Library,  but  they  think  there  are  many  in  the  district  who  could 
lend  a  helping  hand  to  make  the  Library  equal  to  any  in  Suburban 
London. 

M.  CHAPMAN, 

Chairman  of  the  Commiitee. 


Leyton  Public  Library. 

Librat'ian's  Seeond  Annual  Hsport. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Me^nbei's  o  f  the  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith,  for  your  consideration, 
my  Second  Annual  Report. 

The  additions  to  the  Library  during  the  year  have  been  1,752 
volumes,  and  56  pamphlets,  so  that  the  total  number  of  books  now  in 
the  Library  is  8,817  volumes,  and  56  pamphlets ;  7,954  volumes  of 
which  have  been  purchased  at  a  cost  of  £1 124  3s.  id.  863  Volumes 
and  56  pamphlets  of  the  estimated  value  of  £295  9s.  8d.  have  been 
presented. 

The  purchase  of  additional  books  still  eng-rosses  the  most  earnest 
thought,  care,  and  attention  of  the  Committee.  The  duty  devolves 
upon  them  to  provide  literary  matter — notfor  any  particular  class, — but 
for  minds  of  varying  calibre  and  purposes.  With  many,  light  reading 
is  the  main  object ;  with  others,  a  particular  line  of  thought  or  study  ; 
while  there  are  many  who  use  the  Library  for  reference  purposes,  to 
verify  an  idea,  to  confirm  or  search  for  scientific  or  historic  facts. 
Each  of  these  classes  of  readers  are,  in  their  own  sphere,  in  search  of 
knowledge,  developing  the  power  of  observation,  and  elevating  the 
mind  from  the  dull  routine  of  every-day  existence. 

There  haVgbeen  no  adventitious  aids  to  success.  The  Committee  are 
not  able  to  report  any  "  munificent  donations."  The  success  of  the 
Library  must  therefore  be  attributable  to  the  complete  manner  in 
which  it  has  met  the  demand  for  books  suitable  for  all  classes  of 
readers. 
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This  enables  me  to  record  the  fact  that  our  issues  exceed  that  of 
any  other  institution  having-  a  similar  income.  There  is  a  pardonable 
pride  in  pointing-  to  this  fact,  and  such  a  record  must  be  gratifying-  to 
the  Committee,  the  Council,  and  also  to  the  Ratepayers. 

The  recordsof  results  are  tabulated  in  six  divisions  : 

Table  I.  is  a  record  of  the  total  number  of  books  issued  from  each 
class.  The  ag-g-regate  number  issued  being  120,731,  an  average  of 
4947  issued  on  each  day  the  Library  was  open.  It  also  shows  that 
15,468  volumes  were  issued  in  excess  of  the  preceding  year. 

This  table  is  a  most  interesting  exhibit,  as  it  shows  at  a  glance  the 
quality  as  well  as  the  quantity  of  the  literary  demand.  It  indicates  the 
large  numbers  who  must  have  benefited  in  the  mere  effort  to  digest 
such  a  mass  of  mental  pabulum. 

The  tabular  statement  is  of  still  further  interest  as  showing  the  issues 
from  each  of  the  principal  divisions.  This,  if  analysed  or  again  sub- 
divided, would  develop  much  food  for  reflection. 

Want  of  time  has,  however,  prevented  this  from  being  carried  out, 
but  a  few  examples,  may  be  cited  as  illustrating  the  light  that 
would  be  thrown  upon  the  work,  if  the  analysis  were  fully  carried  out. 
Of  the  whole  number  of  books  issued  there  were  68  volumes  on 
Acoustics,  159  on  Anthropology,  103  on  Archaeology,  312  on  Physiology, 
263  on  Biology,  and  25  on  Psychology. 

Next  to  Fiction,  works  on  Electricity  and  Music  are  in  the  greatest 
demand.  This  of  itself  is  a  most  healthy  sign,  for  the  study  of  music  is 
elevating,  inspiring  and  refining ;  whilst  the  study  of  an  abstract 
subject  like  electricity  indicates  a  desire  to  investigate  this  wonderful 
agent,  of  which  Scientists  tell  us  we  have  as  yet  simply  touched  the 
fringe  of  its  capabilities  and  that  the  possibility  of  further  development 
of  its  utility  in  the  service  of  man  may  at  any  time  still  further  astonish 
the  world. 

1,086  New  borrowers  have  been  enrolled  during  the  year,  of  these 
478  were  men,  354  women,  135  boys,  and  119  girls. 

Their  occupations  are  given  in  Table  III.,  except  that  in  424  cases  the 
parties  did  not  specify  the  nature  of  their  occupation  on  the  application 
form. 

Table  IV.  shows  their  ages. 

Table  V.  shows  that  168  borrowers  have,  during  the  year,  given  up 
the  use  of  the  Library.  Of  this  number  145  have  entirely  left  the 
district.  It  may  be  noted  in  this  connexion  that  leaving  the  district 
and  change  of  residence  are  matters  of  detail  requiring  constant  care 
and  watchfulness. 
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The  losses  during  the  year  have  been  42  volumes,  3^  volumes  of 
which  have  been  paid  for  by  the  borrowers  concerned,  so  that  the 
actual  loss  has  been  six  volumes,  of  the  value  of  12s.  6d.  This  includes 
the  case  reported  in  May,  where  both  borrower  and  guarantor  had 
left  the  district,  and  their  whereabouts  was,  and  is,  still  unknown. 

195  Works  have  been  presented  to  the  Library,  full  particulars  of 
which  are  given  on  page  1 3  of  this  report.  The  most  important  being 
the  ''Henry  Irving"  edition  of  Shakespeare's  Works,  presented  by 
Sir  Henry  Irving. 

The  donation  of  books  might  be  largely  extended  if  a  little  more 
practical  interest  was  taken  in,  and  thoughtfulness  bestowed  upon  the 
Library.  I  may  be  allowed  to  suggest  that  anyone  having  surplus 
copies  or  volumes  they  have  read,  and  feel  they  can  spare,  should  hand 
them  over  to  the  Library.  In  doing  this,  they  will  have  the  satisfaction 
of  knowing  that  an  individual  act  contributes  to  the  benefit  of  the 
greatest  number. 

I  am  able  to  report  a  continued  interest  in  the  v/ork  on  the  part  of 
the  Library  Assistants.  This  is  a  source  of  satisfaction,  as  it  is  a 
means  whereby  the  success  of  the  Library  is  assured. 

The  local  Press  are  always  ready  and  willing  to  give  us  their 
assistance  by  inserting  items  of  interest  relating  to  the  Library,  for 
which  they  have  my  best  thanks. 

I  am  under  obligations  to  the  Clerk  and  the  Officials  in  his  Depart- 
ment, who  are  always  willing  to  place  before  me  any  information 
required. 

My  thanks  are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  Chairman  and 
every  Member  of  the  Committee  for  the  very  cordial  way  they  have 
always  met  my  efforts,  and  the  kindness  and  consideration  I  have 
received  from  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Z.  MOON, 

Librarian. 

June  2^th,  i8gS' 
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TABLiE  II. 

PERCENTAGE  OF  ISSUES. 


1893-4.       1894 -5. 


Theology  and  Philosophy  ... 

0*30  ... 

...  0-56 

Science  and  Art 

I -06  ... 

...  3-36 

Law,  Politics,  and  Political  Economy 

0.05  ... 

...  o-ii 

Prose  Fiction 

7278  ... 

...  72-41 

Poetry,  Drama,  and  Classics 

071  ... 

-  0-54 

History,  Voyages  and  Travels 

5-57  ••• 

•-•  A-^^S 

Juvenile  Literature  ... 

19-22  ... 

...  I7-5I 

Miscellaneous  Literature 

0-28  ... 

...  0-82 

TflBliE  III. 

OCCUPATIONS  OF  BORROWERS,  1894-5. 


CLASSIFICATION. 


NUMBER. 


Accountants  ... 
Agents 

Apprentices  ... 
Architects  and  Surveyors 
Bakers  and  Confectioners 
Barmaids  and  Waitresses 
Bookbinders... 
Booksellers  and  Stationers 
Boot  and  Shoe  Makers 
Bricklayers  ... 

J^y\  \  sh  make  rs   . ._,  

Builders  and  Contractors 
Butchers 

Cabinet  Makers,  Carpenters  ai?>d  Joiners 
Caretakers  ... 
Carmen 
Chemists 

Clergy  and  Ministers 

Clerks   

Commercial  Travellers 
Customs  and  Board  of  Trade  Officials 


7 

13 
4 
9 
4 
2 
2 
4 
4 
2 
2 

9 
4 
16 

3 
3 
4 
5 

208 

17 
8 
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OCCUPATIONS  OF  BORROWERS,  i^^^-^— continued. 


CLASSIFICATION.  NUMBER. 


Dairyman    ...       ...       ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Doctors  and  Surg-eons       ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Domestic  Servants  ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Drapers       ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Engineers,  &c.        ...       ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Fruiterers    ...       ...       ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Gardeners    ...       ...       ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Grocers  and  Tea  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Hair  Dressers        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Journalists    ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Labourer     ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Licensed  Victualler .. .        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Machinists    ...       ...       ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Merchants  and  Manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Messengers  ...       ...       ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Milliners  and  Dressmakers...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Musicians     ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Painters  and  Decorators    ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Police  Officers        ...       ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Postmen,  Postal  Clerks,  &c...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Printers  and  Compositors   ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Railway  Officials    .  .       ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Scholars  and  Students       ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

School  Masters,  Mistresses,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Seamen       ...        ..        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Stock  and  Ship  Brokers     ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Shop  Assistants      ...       .  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Tailors  and  Outfitters        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Tobacconist  ...       ...       ..  ...  ...  ...  j 

Warehousemen      ...        ...  ...  ...  _  _  _  ^2 

Watchmakers  and  Jewellers  ...  ...  _  ^ 

Occupations  not  specified   ...  ...  ...  ...  _  .24 


1086 
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TABLiE  IV. 

AGES  OF  BORROWERS  ENROLLED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Under  i8  years     254 

From  18  years  to  25  years      ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  217 

„     25       „      30    „    127 

„      30       „      35    105 

35             40    „    81 

„     40       „     45    52 

„     45       „     50    „    35 

50       „     60    „    31 

„     60       „    and  upwards  ...»      ...       ...       ...       ...  14 

Ages  not  recorded         ...       ...        ...        ...       ...       ...  170 

1086 


TABLtE  V. 

TICKETS  WITHDRAWN  OR  CANCELLED  DURING  THE 
YEAR  WITH  REASONS  ASSIGNED. 


Borrowers  left  thWDistrict    145 

withdrawn,  no  rv'^ason  given        ...        ...  3 

deceased    9 

Guarantors  withdrawn...       ..  -    ^ 

„        deceased  ...        .    7 

left  the  District    ..M    i 

Cancelled  by  Librarian        ...    i 

—  168 

Cards  Expired...       ...       •••    63 

231 


TflSliH  VI. 


Days  the  Library  was  open         ...        ...        ...        ...  244 

Books  issued...       ...       .,.       ...       ...       ...       ...  120,263 

Average  daily  issue...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  494*7 

Largest     „       „    April  nth   876 

Smallest     „       „    June  22nd    227 

Average  monthly  issue      ...        ...       ...       ..        ...  10,021-9 

Largest       „                March   12,341 

Smallest      „          ,,     July    8,905 

Number  of  Volumes  in  the  Library,  May  31st,  1894     ...  .7,065 

Added  by  Purchase    i,557 

„  Gift       ...     ■   195 


1754 

Pamphlets  presented         ...       ...       ...  56 


Net  Increase   1,808 


Total   8,873 

Books  lost  and  paid  for     ...        ...       ...       ...       ...  35 

„     „    and  not  paid  for   6 

„     worn  out       ...       ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  26 

Notices  posted  for  overdue  Books   783 

Borrowers  on  register,  May  31st,  1894    2,961 

„       registered  during  the  year    1,086 

4047 

Borrowers' Cards,  cancelled  and  expired...       ...       ...  231 

Total  Number  of  Borrowers  on  Register   3,8 16 


tDOflOJ^S    TO   THH   LtlSJ^Af^V,    189  4h5. 


VOLS.  PAMPHLETS. 


Anderson,  Anderson  &  Co.,  Messrs.  Fenchurch  St.,  E.C.  1 

Anglo-Armenian  Association       ...       ...       ...  2 

Anonymous  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  5 

Archer,  Mrs.,  Leyton        ...       ...       ...       ...  6 

Bell,  Mr.  W.  (  The  Author)   i 


VOLS.  PAMPHLETS. 


Board  of  Trade      ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  5 

Bradlee,  Rev.  C.  D.,  Boston,  U.S.A   i 

Briscoe,  Mr.  J.  P.,  Public  Library,  Notting-ham  ...  i 

Browne,  Mr.  T.  B.,  Queen  Victoria  St.,  E.G.      ...  i 

Bumpus,  Messrs.  J.  &  E.,  Oxford  St.,  W   2 

Clay  &  Sons,  Bread  St.  Hill,  E.C   7 

Conservative  Central  Association  ...       ...       ...  i  i 

Elliott,  Mr.  S.,  Leyton    4 

Georg-e  &  Son,  Whitechapel        ...       ...       ...  10 

Gray,  Mies  A.  (The  Author)    i 

„     Mr.  W.  R   I 

Great  Eastern  Railway  Co.          ...       ...       ...  3 

Gristwood,  Miss,  Leyton     ...       ...       ...       ...  10 

Harrison,  Mr.  Councillor    ...        ...        ...        ...  2 

H.  M.  Stationery  Office    6  50 

Hutchison,  Miss,  Ley tonstone       ...        ...        ...  8 

Irving',  Sir  Henry,  Lyceum  Theatre        ...        ...  8 

Lash,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Leyton    4 

Lcvick,  Mrs.          „    i 


Library  Reports  and  Catalogues,  presented  by 
their  respective  Librarians  : — 

America — Baltimore,  "  Enoch  Pratt  "  P.L. 
,,  Bang^or 
„  Bevria 
„  Brookline 
„  Brooklyn 
„  Burlington 
„  Concord 
„  Detroit 
„        New  Jersey 
„  Pawchet 
„  Rochester 

„        St.  Johnsbury  (Athenaeum) 

„  Salem 

„  Scranton 

„  Springfield 

„  Taunton 

„  Toronto 

„  Woburn 
Ashton-under-Lyne 
Barking 
Battersea 
Birkenhead 
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VOLS.  PAMPHLETS. 


Blackburn 

Brentford 

Clapham 

Clerkenwell 

Croydon 

Folkestone 

France — L'Universit^,  Laval 

Hammersmith 

Hove 

Leicester 

Loughborough 

New  Zealand — Auckland 

Nottingham 

Plymouth 

St.  Helens 

St.  Martin's  m  the  Fields 
Shoreditch 

Southwark  (Christ  Church) 

Stoke  Newington 

Walthamstow 

West  Ham 

Wigan 

Yarmouth  (Great) 


London — Corporation  of  the  City  of  London      ...  6 

Martin,  Mrs.  Victoria,  WoodhuU  ...         ..        ...  i 

Maxwell,  Mr.  W.  (The  Author)  Town  Hall,  Leyton  i 

Midland  Railway  Co.        ...        ...        ...        ...  2 

Miller,  Mrs.,  Leyton    5 

Moon,  Mr.  Z.,  Public  Library,  Leyton    5 

North  British  Railway  Co   2 

Perry,  Mr.  J.  H.,  Leyton   8 

Piatt,  Messrs.,  St.  Martin's  Lane   i 

Pryke,  Mr.,  Leyton  ..    5 

Redgrave,  Mrs.,  Kensington        ...       ...       ...  i 

Reid-Seton,  Miss,  Leyton  ...       ...       ...       ...  54 

Robson,  Mr.  W   i 

Sell,  Mr.  H.,  Fleet  Street,  E.C   i 

Stott,  Mr.  J.,Leyton    i 

Thompson,  Messrs.,  High  Holborn    i 

Vivisection.    Anti-Vivisection  Society     ...        ...  o  2 

Voysey,  Rev.  C,  St.  James's,  S.W.        ..        ...  6 

Webb,  Mr.  J.,  Leyton       ...       ...        ...        ...  o  2 

Whittingham  &  Co.,  Chancery  Lane,  W.C.       ...  i 
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porm  o?  Bequest, 


I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Ley  ton  Urban  District 
Council,  in  the  County  of  Essex,  out  of  such  part  of 
my  personal  estate  as  may  lawfiilly  be  appivpriated 
for  the  purpose,  the  sum  of 


free  from  Legacy  Duty,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Public 
Libinry  of  the  said  Coimcil,  to  be  expended  i^i  such 
manner  as  they  may  deein  expedieiit  for  the  e7ila7ge- 
ment  and  gi^eater  eficie^tcy  of  the  said  Library. 


Do7iatio7ts  77iay  be  7'iotified  to  the  Librarian,  Public 
Lib7^ary,  Leyton,  a7td  will  be  gladly  received  and 
acknowledged  by  the  Com7nittee. 


Leyton  Urban  DistFiet  Coaneil 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


THIRD 
1895m6. 


Printed  by  Phelp  Brothers,  Leyton  and  Walthamstow. 
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J.  GOLDING.       W,  B.  YOUNG.       W.  H.  CORCORAN, 


Report  of  the  Library  Committee. 


July  23rd,  1896. 

In  presenting  their  Third  Annual  Report  of  the  work  of  the 
Library  the  Committee  feel  that  although  the  issue  of  books  has 
not  been  so  large  as  in  the  preceding  year,  the  work  done  has 
been  the  utmost  that  could  have  been  accomplished  under  the 
circumstances. 

The  space  available  for  library  purposes  having  been  filled  up 
many  months  since,  the  Committee  have  been  unable  to  put  into 
circulation  some  thousands  of  books  purchased  by,  and  presented 
to  them  during  the  year,  hence,  the  borrowers  have  not  been  able 
to  find  on  the  shelves  works  of  the  most  recent  date  suitable  to 
their  requirements.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  before  the  end  of 
the  present  year  the  necessary  alterations  of  the  building  will  be 
carried  out,  whereby  the  space  for  the  Lending  Library  will  be 
increased  to  such  an  extent  as  to  provide  more  than  sufficient 
room  for  the  ten  thousand  books  in  this  department ;  a 
Reference  Library  formed,  and  the  long-looked  for  Reading 
Room  opened. 

The  Committee  desire  to  point  out  that  the  cost  of  the  building 
and  the  alterations  thereto,  with  the  maintenance  of  the  Library 
will  be  such  a  strain  upon  the  income  at  their  disposal  that  it  is 
feared  that  unless  assistance  is  obtained  from  other  sources  than 
the  rate,  it  will  be  impossible  to  extend  the  usefulness  of  the 
movement  for  a  considerable  time  to  come  ;  therefore,  whilst 
thanking  those  who  have  already  rendered  assistance,  we 
strongly  appeal  to  the  public  for  further  help  to  carry  on  the 
work  so  much  appreciated  by  the  residents  in  the  district. 

We  again  desire  to  record  our  appreciation  of  the  services 
rendered  by  Mr.  Moon,  the  Librarian,  and  his  assistants,  much 
of  the  success  of  the  Library  being  due  to  the  satisfactory 
manner  in  which  their  duties  have  been  performed. 

MARK  CHAPMAN, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee. 


lilBHilRIAN'S  THIRD  flUHUflli  REPORT 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committee. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Third  Annual  Report, 

The  Library  now  contains  12,239  volumes  and  60  pamphlets, 
the  additions  for  the  year  being  3,422  volumes  and  4  pamphlets  ; 
of  this  increase,  3,204  volumes  have  been  purchased,  and  218 
volumes  and  4  pamphlets  have  been  generously  presented 
by  various  donors. 

The  records  are  tabulated  in  seven  divisions : 

Table  I.  shows  the  number  of  books  in  each  class  of 
literature. 

This  table  is  a  sure  indication  that  in  the  selection  and 
purchase  of  books,  the  Committee  have  had  in  mind  that  the 
work  and  mission  of  a  public  library  is  essentially  one  of 
educational  extension,  and  that  the  development  and  culture  of 
the  mental  and  moral  forces  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  district 
should  be  the  one  aim  and  object  of  the  institution. 
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Table  II.  is  a  record  of  the  total  number  of  books  issued  from 
each  class,  the  aggregate  number  being  107,952  ;  a.n  average  of 
440-62  issued  on  each  day  the  Library  was  open.  It  also 
shows  that  333,946  volumes  have  been  issued  since  the  opening 
of  the  Library. 

The  function  of  the  Library  should  be  to  satisfy  the  ever- 
increasing  thirst  for  knowledge,-  but  during  the  past  year,  I 
regret  to  say,  this  has  been  considerably  retarded  owing  to  the 
narrow  boundaries  within  which  it  is  domiciled,  for  although  the 
issues  for  the  year  show  an  increase  of   2,689  volumes  over 

1893-  4,    they   show  a  decrease  of   12,779  as  compared  with 

1894-  5. 

Though  this  decrease  is  very  regrettable,  it  is  not 
surprising  when  it  is  remembered  that  owing  to  want  of  space 
it  has  been  impossible  to  put  a  single  new  book  into  circulation 
since  June,  1895.  Indeed  the  above  figures  reveal  a  highly 
creditable  estimate  of  the  value  and  usefulness  of  the  Library. 

A  library  needs  constant  feeding  if  it  is  to  fulfil  its  mission 
in  any  district,  for  when  it  becomes  impossible  to  recuperate 
its  energies,  public  interest  must  of  necessity  wane.  This 
emphasises,  not  only  our  need  for  enlarged  premises,  but 
also  for  keeping  our  stock  of  books  up  to  date. 

When  one  considers  that  during  the  three  years  the  Library 
has  been  open,  333,946  books  have  been  circulated  among  the 
inhabitants  of  this  great  parish,  one  is  almost  lead  to  ask  how 
they  managed  to  exist  before  the  advent  of  a  Library.  This 
question  becomes  more  pertinent  when  it  is  remembered  that 
of  this  enormous  issue  nearly  100,000  books  have  been  purely 
non-fictitious  works,  many  of  them  books  of  the  most  profound 
nature,  the  fruits  of  great  industry,  learning  and  research, 
which  have  been  written  and  directed  by  teachers  of  no 
ordinary  talent,  but  by  some  of  the  most  eminent  thinkers 
both  of  the  present  and  the  past  ;  whose  w^orks  cover 
wide  fields  of  investigation,  reproducing  and  illustrating 
the  recondite,  profound,  and  less-explored  paths  of  wisdom. 
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Such  books  must  of  necessity  stimulate  the  intellect,  purify  the 
taste,  and  altogether  brighten  and  elevate  the  minds  of  those 
who  read  them. 

But  even  Vv^orks  of  fiction  have,  by  high  authority,  a  special 
educational  attribute.  Not  only  are  many  fictitious  works  of 
great  literary  value,  but  the  aim  of  most  novels  is  to  teach  some 
valuable  lesson.  The  delineation  of  character,  and  the  develop- 
ment of  a  plot,  of  necessity  calls  forth  the  powers  of  observation, 
trains  and  elevates  the  mind,  gives  relief  from  heavier  studies, 
rest  from  the  worries  and  anxieties  of  business  life,  and  spreads 
an  elevating  and  refining  influence  over  the  spirits  of  those  who 
are  refreshed  thereby. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  no  fewer  than  58,861  books  have  been 
issued  from  the  juvenile  section.  This  is  the  more  satisfactory 
as  this  section  is  not  a  mere  collection  of  stories  of  adventure, 
but  it  includes  books  (specially  written  for  the  young)  dealing 
with  nearly  every  branch  of  human  knowledge  :  Science, 
History,  and  Travels,  and  the  Biographies  of  men  whose  lives 
are  as  beacon  lights  to  the  minds  of  the  on-coming  generation. 

Introspection  of  the  work  already  accomplished,  leads  one  to 
anticipate.  Happily  our  enlarged  and  permanent  Library  home 
will  soon  be  an  accomplished  fact,  and  the  Committee  thus 
enabled  to  open  wider  the  doors  of  knowledge,  and  extend  their 
operations  in  every  direction. 

In  the  near  future  the  much  desired  Reference  Library  and 
Reading  Room  will  take  their  places  among  the  things  that  are. 
In  the  former,  readers  will  have  access  to  the  works  specially 
reserved  for  that  department.  Necessarily  these  works  are  of 
a  different  character,  and  of  a  greater  value  than  those  in  general 
circulation,  and  it  is  hoped  that  these  literary  treasures  will  be 
the  means  of  developing  in  a  very  high  degree,  the  mental 
powers  of  those  who  use  them.  In  the  latter,  will  be  found 
newspapers,  reviews,  and  other  material  for  periodically  following 
the  events  of  the  world's  thought,  history  and  evolution. 
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During  the  year  1,943  new  borrowers  have  been  enroUed. 
Of  these  701  were  men,  769  women,  268  boys,  and  205  girls. 
Their  ages  and  occupations  are  given  in  tables  IV.  and  V. 

Table  VII.  gives  a  lucid  summary  of  the  whole  work  of  the 
Library,  and  is  interesting  as  showing  the  scope  and  the 
operations  of  this  popular  and  useful  institution.  A  mere 
glance  at  this  table  should  convince  the  most  sceptical,  that  in 
any  neighbourhood,  a  public  library  is  a  far-reaching  and  powerful 
agent  for  spreading  mental  and  moral  light. 

It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  record  that  the  literary  wealth  of 
the  Library  has  been  considerably  augmented  by  gifts  of  books, 
45  volumes  of  which  were  presented  by  Mr.  Councillor 
Chapman,  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee.  As  an  indication  of 
their  value  and  usefulness,  I  may  mention  that  they  include  i 
volume  on  Anthropology,  i  volume  Astronomy,  2  volumes 
Bibliography,  4  volumes  Botany,  4  volumes  Chemistry,  2 
volumes  Geology,  4  volumes  Natural  Philosophy,  5  volumes 
Philosophy,  2  volumes  Psychology,  2  volumes  Poetry,  4  volumes 
Zoology,  &c. 

Another  most  acceptable  gift  was  that  of  68  volumes  pre- 
sented by  the  Rev.  John  Kennedy,  Vicar  of  St.  Catherine's. 

Particulars  of  other  donations  will  be  found  on  page  17. 

While  I  am  more  than  grateful  for  these  very  valuable  additions 
to  the  Library,  and  desire  to  record  my  gratitude  to  the  generous 
donors,  I  yet  feel  constrained  to  appeal  to  those  who  have  the 
means,  and  especially  those  resident  in  this  populous  and  rapidly 
increasing  district,  to  assist  the  Library  with  that  which  their 
generosity  may  prompt  them  in  this  matter. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  the  opening  of  our  enlarged  habitation 
will  be  made  the  occasion  of  generous  efforts  to  fill  the  shelves  to 
their  utmost  capacity.  Not  only  would  this  be  a  great  encour- 
agement to  the  Committee,  and  a  beneficiency  to  all  who  may 
use  the  Library ;  but  books  so  presented  would  be  lasting 
memorials  of  the  donors'  generosity. 
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I  might  add,  that  books  now  presented,  will  be  included  in  the 
Catalogue  which  is  in  preparation,  and  which  the  Committee  hope 
to  issue  coincident  with  the  opening  of  the  permanent  Library. 
This  Catalogue  will  include  all  the  books  in  the  Lending  Depart- 
ment, and  being  arranged  in  alphabetical  sequence,  under  author, 
title  and  subject,  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  serve  as  an  index, 
guiding  the  reader  to  every  book  on  any  subject  of  study  or 
research. 

In  their  desire  to  make  the  Library  a  success,  the  assistants 
have  worked  unintermittently,  and  it  is  with  no  ordinary  amount 
of  satisfaction  that  I  am  able  to  assure  their  sustained  interest  in 
the  work  of  the  institution. 

I  again  desire  to  thank  the  editors  of  our  local  newspapers  for 
the  kind  assistance  they  have  given  by  inserting  paragraphs  and 
items  of  interest  connected  with  the  Library. 

I  am  deeply  indebted,  and  desire  to  record  my  thanks,  to  Mr. 
Vincent  and  the  officials  of  his  department,  for  much  valuable 
information  and  help  which  they  have  rendered  me. 

In  conclusion,  I  very  earnestly  tender  my  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  each  member  of  the  Committee,  for  the  kind  and 
cordial  manner  in  which  they  have  seconded  my  efforts  in 
promoting  the  welfare  of  the  institution. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  MOON, 

Librarian^ 

July  23rd,  7896. 
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TflBLtE  I. 

NUMBER  AND   CLASSIFICATION   OF  VOLUMES. 


VOLUMES 


Theology  and  Philosophy           ...  ...  ...  ...  634 

Science  and  Art     ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  i»323 

Sociology     ...        ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  291 

Prose  Fiction         ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  3,658 

Poetry,  Classics  and  the  Drama  ...  ...  ...  ...  384 

Biography,  History,  Voyages,  and  Travels  ...  ..  1,950 

Juvenile  Literature           ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  1,260 

Magazines  and  Reviews    ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  174 

Miscellaneous  Literature  ...        ...  .  .  ..  ...  383 

Reference  Library  ...        ...        ...  ..  ...  ...  2,242 


Total  12,299 
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TflBliE  III. 

PERCENTAGE  OF  ISSUES. 


1893-4. 

1894-5. 

1895-6. 

Theology  and  Philosophy  ... 

0-30 

0-56 

o'55 

Science  and  Art 

I -06 

3-36 

3-84 

Sociology 

0-05 

o-i  I 

0-19 

Prose  Fiction 

7278 

72-41 

72-074 

Poetry,  Drama,  and  Classics 

0-71 

0-54 

0-46 

History,  Voyages  and  Travels 

5-57 

4-65 

3-93 

Juvenile  Literature  ... 

19-22 

17-51 

i6-i8 

Miscellan'ious  Literature  ... 

0-28 

0-82 

2-72 

TABliE  IV. 

OCCUPATIONS  OF  BORROWERS,  1895-96. 


CLASSIFICATION  NUMBER. 


Accountants       ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Agents     ...        ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Apprentices        ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  7 

Architects  and  Surveyors        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Artists    2 

Auctioneers        ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Authoress          ...        ..         ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  i 

Bakers  and  Confectioners        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Barmaids,  Waiters,  and  W^aitresses  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bookseller          ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Boot  and  Shoemakers  ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Brushmaker       ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  i 

Builders  and  Contractors        ...  ...  ...  ...  ii 

Butchers  ...        ...        ...        ...  ...  ..  ..  ...  4 

Cab  Proprietor  ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Cabinet  Makers,  Carpenters,  and  Joiners  ...  ...  ...  30 

Caretakers         ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Chemists  ...        ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Clergy  and  Ministers    ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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CLASSIFICATION.  NUMBER. 

Clerks    320 

Coachmakers     ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Coal  Merchant   ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Commercial  Travellers ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Companion         ...        ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  i 

Customs  and  Board  of  Trade  Officials  ...  ...  23 

Dairymen  and  Farmers  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  4 

Doctors  and  Surgeons  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  5 

Domestic  Servants        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Drapers  ...       ...       ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Engineers          ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Engravers          ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Fruiterer  and  Greengrocer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Furriers   ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Gardeners          ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Grocers  and  Tea  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Hair  Dressers    ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Journalists         ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Labourers          ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Machinists         ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Managers           ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  3 

Married  Women(so  specified)  ...  ...  ...  ...  291 

Merchants  and  Manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Messengers        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Milliners  and  Dressmakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Musicians          ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Nurses     ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Painters  and  Decorators  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Photographers    ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Plumbers           ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Police  Officers    ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Postmen,  Postal  Clerks,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Printers  and  Compositors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Publisher  (Fine  Art)     ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Railway  Officials          .4.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Saddlers  ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Scholars  and  Students  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Sanitary  Inspector        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

School  Board  Officer     ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Schoolmasters,  Mistresses,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  158 

Scientist  ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Seamen    ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Shopkeepers  and  Assistants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 
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Tailors  and  Outfitters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Warehousemen  ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Watchmakers  and  Jewellers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Water  Works  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Weaver    ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Occupations  not  specified  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  626 


Total  1943 


TABliE  V. 

AGES  OF  BORROWERS   ENROLLED  DURING 
THE  YEAR. 


Under  18  years         ...  ...         ..        ...        ...        ...  385 

From  18  years  to  25  years  ..        ...        ...        ...        ...  423 

25        „      30      „   235 

30       n      35    162 

35       n      40      147 

40             45    72 

n     45              50    51 

,,     50       ,,      60      ,,  ...       ...       ...       ...        ...  64 

,,      60        ,,  and  upwards          ...         .         ...        ...  40 

Ages  not  recorded   ...  ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  364 


1943 

TABliE  VI. 

TICKETS  WITHDRAWN   OR  CANCELLED  DURING 
THE  YEAR,  WITH  REASONS  ASSIGNED. 


Borrowers  left  the  District            ...  ...  ...  138 

,,         withdrawn,  no  reason  given  ...  ..  i 

deceased            ...        ...  ...  ...  4 

Guarantors  withdrawn       ...        ...  ...  ...  2 

Cancelled  by  Librarian       ...        ...  ...  ...  3 

 148 

Cards  expired           ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ^534 


1682 
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TflBliH  VII. 


Days  the  Library  was  open                                      ...  245 

Books  issued    107,952 

Average  daily  issue    440-62 

Largest      „       „  June  17th   833 

Smallest     „       „  June  i8th   238 

Average  monthly  issue    ...    8,996 

Largest       „                February    10,031 

Smallest      „           „    May    8,563 

Number  of  Volumes  in  Library,  May  31st,  1895       •••  8,873 
,,        added  by  Purchase       ...  3204 
,,       added  by  Gift    ...        ...  218 

Pamphlets  presented      ...        ...        ...        ...  4 


Net  Increase        ...        ...        ...        ...  34^6 


Total  12299 


Books  lost  and  paid  for   18 

,,      worn  out    ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  194 

Notices  posted  for  overdue  Books        ...        ...        ...  744 

Borrowers  on  register.  May  31st,  1895  ...        ...        ...  3816 

,,        registered  during  the  year  ...        ...        ...  1943 


5759 

Borrowers'  Cards,  cancelled  and  expired       ...        ...  1682 


Total  number  of  Borrowers  on  register  ...       ...  4077 


t)OJSiOJ^S  TO  THE  mSJ^fll^V,  1895m6. 


VOLS.  PAMPHLETS. 


Audom,  R.''  {the  AiUhor) 
Aslanoglon,  Mr.  P.  L.,  Leyton 
Atkins,  Mr.  Councillor 

Bates,  Mr.  W.  S.,  Barnet   

Board  of  Trade 

Bradlee,  Rev.  C.  B.,  Boston,  U.S.A. 
Bristol  University  College 
British  Museum 


•  13 
I 

I 
I  o 

I 
I 

2 


i8 


VOLS.  PAMPHLETS 

Browne,  Mr.  T.  B.,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.G.  2 


Cadbury  &  Co.,  Birmingham           ...  ...  i 

Caine,  Rev.  C.  {the  Aiitlwr)    ...        ...  ...  2 

Chapman,  Mr.  Councillor,  Leytonstone  ...  45 

Cook  and  Sons           ...        ...        ...  ...  4 

Donald  Currie  &  Co.  ...        ...        ...  ...  i 

Durham  University    ...        ...        ...  ...  i 

Great  Eastern  Railway  Co.  ...        ...  ...  i 

Hutchinson,  Miss,  Leytonstone       ...  ...  26 

Institute  of  Jamaica  ...        ...        ...  ...  i 

Jarman,  Miss,  Leyton           ...        ...  ...  i 

Kennedy,  Rev.  J.,  Leytonstone       ...  ...  68 

Lash,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Leyton    3 

Liberal  Publication  Department      ...  ...  3 

London,  Corporation  of  the  City  of  ...  2 

Lupton,  Mrs.,  Leyton           ...        ...  ...  3 

Mather  &  Crowther,  New  Bridge  Street  ...  i 

Miller,  Mrs.,  Leyton   26 

New  South  Wales,  Agent-General  for  ...  2 

New  Zealand,  Agent-General  for    ...  ...  2 

Ontario,  Agent-General  for  ...        ...  ...  1 

Pryke,  Mr.  A.  E.,  Leyton    i 


Library  Reports,  presented    by  their 
respective  Librarians : 
America,  Boston.  Mass. 
,,       Cambridge,  Mass. 

Chicopee 
,,       Cleveland,  Ohio 

Detroit,  Mich. 
,,       Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library,  Baltimore 
,,       Fletcher  Free  Library,  Burlington,  Vt. 
,,       Lawrence,  Mass. 
,,       Longton,  Mass. 

Newbury  Library,  Springfield,  Mass. 
,,       Peoria,  Illinois 
,,       Quebec,  Laval  University 

Reynold's  Library,  Rochester,  N.Y. 
,,       Salem,  Mass. 
,,  Scranton 
„       St.  Paul,  MinneapoUs 
Springfield,  Mass. 

Art  Museum 
,,        Taunton,  Mass. 
,,  Woburn 
Ashton-under-Lyne 
Battersea 
Birmingham 


19 


Blackburn 
Bristol 

Bromley  (Kent) 

Clapham 

Folkestone 

Fulham 

Halifax 

Hammersmith 

Holborn 

Hove  (Sussex) 

Leamington 

Lewisham 

Nottingham 

,,         Mechanics'  Institution 

St.  Martin's  in  the  Fields 

Southwark  (Christ  Church) 

Stoke  Nevvington 

West  Ham 

Wigan 

Willesden 

Yarmouth 
Sampson.  Low  &  Co.  ... 

Sell,  Mr.  Henry,  Fleet  Street  

Simonds,  Mr.  Councillor,  Leytonstone 
Stock,  Mr.  Eliot,  Paternoster  Row  ... 
Technical  Laboratories,  Chelmsford 
Weekes  &  Co.,  London 
Woolard,  Mr.  W.  J.,  Leyton 
Young,  Mr.  D.  T.,  Leyton   
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7% 


poi^m  of  Bequest. 

/  ^/i'^^  and  bequeath  to  the  Leyton  Urban  District 
Council,  in  the  County  of  Essex,  out  of  such  part  of 
my  personal  estate  as  may  lawfully  be  appropriated 
for  the  purpose,  the  sum  of 


free  from  Legacy  Duty,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Public 
Library  of  the  said  Council^  to  be  expended  in  such 
manner  as  they  may  deem  expedient  for  the  enlarge- 
ment and  greater  efficiency  of  the  said  Library, 


Donations  may  be  notified  to  the  Librarian^  Public 
Library,  Leyton^   and    will    be   gladly    received  and 


acknowledged  by  the  Committee. 


XXXXXXXXXiXXXXXXXXX 
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Mr.  R.  VINCENT. 


Chief  Cibrarian: 
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E.  W.  N.  MATTHEWS. 


Report  of  the  Library  Committee. 


The  Committee  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  their  Report, 
on  the  fifth  year's  work  of  the  Leyton  PubUc  Library. 

From  the  date  of  its  inception  the  Library  has  been  a  continual 
and  an  increasing  success,  and  year  by  year  it  has  been  the  pleasing, 
duty  of  the  Committee  tO'  report  progress.  The  year  that  has  just 
closed  has  not  only  maintained  this  record,  but  has  proved  to  be  the 
most  successful  in  the  history  of  the  Library. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  Librarian's  Report,  L)'4,404  books  have 
been  issued,  being  an  increase  of  53,673.  Satisfactory  as  this  ap- 
pears, it  is  even  more  important  when  we  remember  that  the  per- 
centage of  works  of  fiction  has  decreased  by  about  15%. 

A  special  feature  to  which  the  Committee  desire  to  call  attention 
is  the  throwing  open  of  the  Library  tO'  the  children  of  the  district,  and 
in  this  connection  the  Committee  also  desire  to  record  its  deep  appre- 
ciation of  the  efforts  of  the  Librarian  tO'  create  a  lo\'e  of  books  by 
delivering  lectures  on  books  and  reading  to  parties  of  children  from 
the  schools. 

The  Committee  recognise  with  satisfaction  the  growing  appre- 
ciation of  the  Library,  and  have  done  their  best  to  respond  to  the 
unusually  large  and  increasing  demand  of  the  readers.  The  sole 
aim  of  the  Committee  has  been,  as  far  as  funds  would  permit,  to 
bring  within  the  reach  of  every  inhabitant  of  the  district,  the  best 
literature  of  the  day.  Having  this  in  mind,  and  knowing  the  diffi- 
culties of  adequately  providing  for  the  growing  needs  of  the  Library, 
and  the  desirability  of  further  extension  in  other  parts  of  the  district, 
your  Committee  feel  compelled  to  express  their  regret  and  dis- 
appointment that  Mr.  Hills'  most  excellent  suggestion  that  the 
Diamond  Jubilee  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  should  be  celebrated  in 
Leyton  by  the  extension  of  the  Library  movement,  was  rejected  in 
favour  ot"  a  much  less  important  scheme.  I'he  Committee  gratefully 
recognise  the  fact  that  every  member  of  the  Council  was  strongly 
in  favour  of  the  plan  suggested  by  Mr.  Hills,  and  they  are  assured 
that  had  it  been  adopted  a  very  large  sum  of  money  could  have 
been  raised  for  the  establishment  of  branch  Libraries ;  indeed,  it  may 
be  mentioned,  that  on  the  evening  of  the  opening  of  the  permanent 
Library  building,  a  much  larger  sum  was  promised  for  the  Library 
scheme,  than  it  has  been  possible  to  raise  for  the  project  finally 
adopted.  Unfortunately  the  action  of  the  majority  of  the  ratepayers 
present  at  the  Town's  Meeting  to  consider  the  form  which  the  public 
celebration  should  take,  has  prevented,  it  is  feared,  for  many  yearsi 
to  come,  the  establishment  of  branch  Libraries.  Subsequent  events 
have  proved  the  unwisdom  of  a  public  meeting  adopting  any  uncon- 
sidered or  haphazard  suggestion. 
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This  being  the  first  report  issued  since  the  opening  of  the  Library 
in'  its  permanent  home,  your  Committee  wish  toi  place  on  record  their 
indebtedness  to  Mr.  Hills  for  the  courteous  manner  in  which  he 
acceded  to  their  request  that  he  should  open  the  building,  and  also 
for  the  most  eloquent  and  instructive  address  he  gave  upon  that 
occasion. 

By  the  kindness  of  the  Editor  of  the  "  Leyton,  Independent," 
your  Committee  have  included  in  this  report  an  epitome  of  Mr. 
Hills'  speech,  together  with  other  particulars  of  the  O'pening  ceremony, 
that  appeared  in  that  paper. 

Among  other  gentlemen  who  so  kindly  assisted  on.  that  occasion, 
the  thanks  of  your  Committee  are  especially  due  to  Mr.  Louis 
Sinclair,  M.P.,  Mr.  Andrew  Johnston,  J.P.,  Chairman  of  the 
Essex  County  Council,  Mr.  W.  W.  Glenny,  J. P.,  Vice-Chairman  of 
the  Essex  County  Council,  and  the  Vicar  (The  Rev.  W.  T.  H. 
Wilson). 

The  Committee  gratefully  acknowledge  the  assistance  given  by 
ratepayers  in  offering  suggestions  as  to^  books  and  other  matters 
■connected  with  the  Library,  and  trust  that  those  for  whom  the 
Library  exists  will  continue  tO'  offer  any  suggestion  that  may  occur 
to  them. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  again  desire  to  record  its  thanks 
to  Mr.  Moon,  the  Librarian,  and  the  staff  for  the  work  done  by 
them  during  the  past  year,  which  has  resulted  in  placing  the  Leytom 
Library  in  the  forefront  in  this  great  educational  work. 

THOMAS  TILEY, 

Chairman. 


LEYTON   PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


Librarian's  Annual  Report. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Member's  of  the  Committee, 
Gentlemen, — 

At  the  end  of  each  year  it  is  customary,  indeed,  it  is  a  matter 
of  prudence,  to  review  the  work  of  the  past  twelve  months.  I  there- 
fore beg  to  submit  the  Fifth  Annual  retroispect  of  the  work  and 
progress  of  the  Public  Library. 

The  year  1897,  unique  as  it  was  in  our  national  history,  will  be 
remembered  in  this  district  as  the  most  eventful  in  the  annals  of 
the  Public  L,ibrary. 

Among  the  happy  events  which  have  signalized  the  Library 
year,  certainly  the  most  important  was  the  opening  of  the  new  and 
enlarged  Library,  the  opening  ceremony  being  performed  by  Mr. 
A.  F.  Hills,  who  not  only  gave  us  a  most  eloquent  and  stimulating 
address,  but  also  wisely  suggested  that  the  Diamond  Jubilee  of  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen  should  be  celebrated  in  Leyton  by  raising  funds 
for  the  further  extension  of  the  Library  movem>ent  within  the 
district. 

When  we  remember  the  triumphant  and  onward  trend  of  all 
educational  matters  during  the  last  fifty  years,  and  the  vast  spread 
of  knowledge  in  general,  and  that  Public  I>ibraries  in  particular  are 
peculiarly  Victorian  institutions,  we  cannot  but  greatly  regret  that 
the  suggestion  above  alluded  to,  was  rejected  in  favour  of  a  scheme 
of  a  less  permanent  character,  and  that  the  parishioners  lost  an  oppor- 
tunity of  helping  themselves  and  of  being  helped. 

It  .seems  but  fitting  that  an  account  of  the  proceedings  at  the 
opening  of  the  Library  should  be  embodied  in  this  Report,  and,  for 
that  reason,  my  remarks  will  be  as  brief  as  possible. 

Without  going  intO'  details,  I  may  however,  mention  that  the 
alterations  and  arrangements  carried  out  under  the  direction  of  the 
Works  Committee  (the  structural  alterations  being  supervised  by  Mr. 
Dawson,  the  Surveyor  to  the  Council,  and  the  installation  of  the 
Electric    Light    superintended    by   the    Council's   Engineer,  Mr. 


Bishop)  have  given  the  utmost  satisfaction  to  all  the  readers,  and 
called  forth  the  commendation  of  visitors  from  all  parts  of  the 
Kingdom. 

The  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  readers  has  been  considered, 
and  every  facility  is  now  afforded  them,  either  for  reading  the  current 
literature  provided  in  the  Reading  Room,  or  studying  the  more  recon- 
dite and  profound  subjects  in  the  Reference  Library.  Not  less  have 
the  arrangements  for  borrowers  been  improved,  the  roomy  and  well 
lighted  vestibule  greatly  adding  to  the  comfort  of  the  large  numbers 
who  frequent  the  Library. 

iNIoreover,  every  department  has  been  brought  into  communica- 
tion one  with  the  other,  thus  rendering  the  whole  more  easily  and  less 
expensively  supervised. 

Among  the  other  events  of  the  year,  reference  should  next  be 
made  to  what  has  been  done  for  the  young.  The  opening  of  the 
Reading  Room  and  the  Library  to  the  children  of  the  district  has 
proved  a  great  boon,  and  one  of  which  they  have  verv  largely  availed 
themselves.  In  connection  with  this,  I  may  add,  that  during  the 
last  three  months,  254  school  children  in  nine  groups  have  attended 
.the  Library  for  instruction  in  the  history,  value,  and  uses  of  books. 
On  each  occasion  your  Librarian  has  delivered  a  lecture  on  authors, 
books,  reading,  or  some  other  bibliographical  matter ;  special  books 
have  been  exhibited,  and  their  history  and  importance  explained. 

In  this  way  the  children  are  brought  intO'  familiar  contact  with 
the  Library,  and  given  help  and  guidance  in  the  use  thereof.  That 
this  departure  has  been  satisfactory  is  proved  by  the  results.  Not 
only  do  the  children  eagerly  seek  after  and  obtain  for  their  reading 
the  books  suggested,  but  the  presence  of  the  books  in  their  homes 
has  been  the  means  of  adding  considerably  to  our  adult  clientele. 

I  now  turn  to  the  statistical  records,  which,  as  in  previous  years, 
are  arranged  in  a  series  of  tables.  These  tables  are,  in  fact,  the 
in\'entory  in  which  is  clearly  set  forth  particulars  of  the  stock,  the 
machinery,  and  the  work  of  the  Library. 

Table  I.  .shows  the  number  of  books  in  each  division  of  the 
Library,  the  total  number  being  13,405,  an  increase  of  1,106  during 
the  year. 

Table  II.  is  worthy  of  attention  as  illustrating  the  varying  circula- 
tions of  the  different  classes  of  books,  and  interesting  also,  as  in- 
dicating the  large  increase  in  the  issues  since  the  o}3ening  of  the 
enlarged  Library.  Especially  has  the  circulation  of  philosophical, 
scientific,  historical,  and  juvenile  works  increased.  .  V^arious  reasons 
m.ay  be  assigned  for  this  :  the  special  arrangement  and  classification 
in  the  Catalogue,  the  preparation  and  exhibition  of  chronological 
indices,  special  lisls  on  particular  subjects  rn  !  current  events;  all  of 
Wi^ich  without  doubt  have  contributed  very  largely  to  the  better  use 
of  the  Library.  But  beyond  all  this,  there  is  the  evidence  that  the 
borrowers  as  a  whole  are  aiming  at  something  better,  something  of 
leal  value,  and  something  which  ^vill  be  of  permanent  benefit  tO' 
them. 
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The  largely  increased  demand  for  juvenile  literature  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  children  are  now  admitted  without  any  age-restriction 
to  the  benefits  of  the  Library. 

The  wisdom  of  this  alteration  is  fully  justified  by  the  results, 
for  there  is  no  more  encouraging  feature  of  the  woik  than  the  use 
which  is  made  of  the  Library  by  the  children.  The  class  of  books 
they  borrow  shows,  tooi,  that  the  majority  of  them  are  carefully  guided 
by  maturer  tastes  in  the  selections  they  make. 

To  familiarize  children  with  books  and  bock-writers  is  in  itself 
of  inestimable  worth ;  but  to  accustom  them  to  the  use  of  books, 
to  foster  the  habit  of  reading,  whether  for  wholesome  pleasure  or 
a  sterner  object,  creates  in  them,  while  impressionable  and  absorptive, 
a  taste  for  knowledge  that  cannot  fail  tO'  benefit  them  through  life. 

As  a  further  indication  of  the  growing  usefulness  of  the  Library, 
a  few  comparative  figures  may  be  quoted  with  regard  to  the  books 
issued :  — 


The  total  issues  for  the  year  have  been  174,404,  an  increase  of 
53,673  over  any  year  in  the  history  of  the  Library.  Such  figures 
need  no  comment ;  indeed,  no  words  could  so  eloquently  portray 
the  increasing  usefulness  of  the  institution. 

Tables  TIL,  IV.,  V.,  VI.,  and  VII.  are  self  explanatory,  being 
respectively  particulars  of  the  percentage  of  issues ;  occupations  and 
ages  of  borrowers;  tickets  cancelled,  and  a  general  summary  of  the 
year's  work. 

The  Reading  Room  has  been,  and  continues  toi  be  a  great  attrac- 
tion, no  fewer  than  181,346  readers  having  visited  it  snice  the 
opening,  showing  a  daily  average  of  536 -52. 

Fifteen  daily  and  28  weekly  newspapers,  besides  128  monthly 
and  other  periodicals,  are  placed  on  the  tables,  56  weekly  and  monthly 
journals,  it  is  pleasing  tO'  note,  being  presented  by  the  Editors  or 
PubHshers. 

So  satisfactory  a  result  certainly  augurs  well  for  the  success  of 
the  branch  about  tO'  be  opened  in  the  Cann  Hall  Ward. 

The  names  of  those  who  have  so  generously  and  so  kindly  assisted 
the  Library  by  gifts  of  books  and  periodicals  will  be  found  on  page 
20  of  this  report.  But  special  mention  should  at  once  be  made  of 
the  splendid  gift  of  65  volumes  presented  by  the  Convocation  of  the 
Oxford  University. 

The  resignation  of  the  Sub-Librarian  has  led  to  some  changes 
and  some  promotions  among  the  staff,  each  one  of  whom  has,  I  am 
pleased  to  say,  worked  loyally  and  well. 


Theology  and  Philosophy  ... 
Science  and  Art 
Sociology 

Poetr}'  and  Classics  ... 


April  ist,  1897  to 
March  31st,  1898. 


1866  vols, 
9768  „ 
806  „ 
833  „ 
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It  v/ould  ill  become  me  to  close  without  expressing  my  sincere 
thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committee  for  the  assis- 
tance they  have  given  me,  and  the  consideration  they  have  given  to 
my  suggestions.  Nor,  finally,  can  I  be  oblivious  of  the  kindness  and 
courtes}-  of  the  local  press,  which  has  contributed  in  no  small  degree 
to  the  extension  of  the  Library's  sphere  of  usefulness. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentle.men, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Z.  MOON, 

Librarian. 

March  31st,  1898. 


LEYTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


:%-0penin5  C^eremonY. 


f  Extract  from  "  The  Ley  ton  Express  and  Independent."  ] 

A  significant  and  most  gratifying  proof  of  the  interest  taken  in 
the  Public  Library  movement  in  the  Urban  District  of  Leyton  was 
afforded  on  Wednesday  evening,  when  a  very  large  audience  assembled 
at  the  Town  Hall  tO'  witness  the  ceremony  of  opening  the  Public 
Libra.ry  in  its  new  and  more  worthy  home  in  the  old  Town  Hall. 
V/e  have  already  fully  described  tO'  cur  readers  the  character  of  the\ 
alterations  which  have  been  made  in  the  old  Town  Hall  to  make  it 
suitable  for  use  as  a  Public  Library,  and  it  is  unnecessary  for  us  tO'  go 
over  the  ground  again.  We  will  content  ourselves  with  saying  that 
the  work  has  been  admirably  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  plans 
of  Mr.  W.  Dawson,  the  accomplished  surveyor  of  the  District  Council, 
and  that  the  Library  is  now  one  of  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
district  may  justly  feel  proud.  Before  the  public  proceedings  began 
on  Wednesday  night,  Mr.  A.  F.  Hills  and  other  prominent  gentle- 
men were  conducted  over  the  new  library,  and  expressed  genuine 
admiration  for  everything,  they  sawv  At  the  proceedings  in  the 
Town  Hall  Councillor  Mark  Chapman,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Library  Committee,  presided,  and  he  was  accompanied  on  the  plat- 
form by  Mr.  A.  F.  Hills,  J.P.,  Mr.  Louis  Sinclair,  M.P.,  Mr.  Andrew 
Johnston,  J. P.,  Chairman  of  the  Essex  County  Council,  Mr.  W. 
W.  Glenny,  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Essex  County  Council,  the  Rev. 
W.  T.  H.  Wilson,  Vicar  of  Leyton,  Councillor  E.  Bare,  Chairman^ 
of  the  District  Council,  Councillors  C.  G.  Musgrave  (Vice-Chair- 
man), J.  Trumble,  J.  G.  Locks,  R.  Ward,  W.  Macey,  W.  Atkins, 
T.  Tiley,  H.  Tingle,  R.  Nichols,  D.  S.  Cornish,  J.  B.  Slade,  W.  Vince, 
and  E.  C.  Pittam,  Mr.  E.  S.  Snell,  Chairman  of  the  Wanstead  School 
Board,  Mr.  J.  Withers,  Chairman  of  the  West  Ham  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, Major  Poulter,  Chairman  of  the  Leyton  School  Board,  Mr. 
E.  J.  Davis,  L.S.B.,  Mr.  J.  Baskett,  Mr.  R.  Vincent,  Clerk  to  the 
District  Council,  and  Mr.  Z.  Moon,  Librarian.  There  was  also  a 
large  number  of  the  general  public  present. 

Whilst  the  company  were  assembling,  the  Technical  Institute 
Orchestral  Band,  under  the  conductorship  of  Mr.  T.  Bidgood,  played 
several  very  entertaining  selections. 
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After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  W.  T.  H.  Wilson,  Vicar  of  Leyton, 
the  Clerk,  Mr.  R.  Vincent,  read  letters  expressing  inabiUty  io  be 
present  from  Mr.  Justice  Byrne,  Mr.  Sam  Woods,  M.P.,  and  Sir 
WilHam  Birt. 

Mr.  E.  Bare,  J.P.,  the  Chairman  of  the  District  Council,  then 
addressed  a  welcome  to  Mr.  Hills.  He  said  that  on  behalf  of  the 
members  of  the  District  Council  and  also  on  behalf  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  district,  he  tendered  to  Mr.  Hills  a  very  hearty  welcome.  Ini 
addition  to  their  friend  Mr.  Hills,  they  had  the  company  of  their 
distinguished  friends  Mr.  Andrew  Johnston,  Mr.  Glenny,  and  Mr. 
Sinclair,  the  Member  for  Romford,  all  showing  that  they  took  an, 
interest  in  the  good  work  which  was  going  on  in  that  place.  (Ap- 
plause.) To  Mr.  Hills  in  particular,  their  thanks  were  due  for  the 
very  kind  and  courteous  manner  in  which  he  met  the  invitation  to 
perform  that  ceremony.  He  was  sure  he  need  say  nothing  further 
to  introduce  such  a  worthy  gentleman.  (Applause.) 

The  Chairman  made  a  most  interesting  statement  regarding  the 
development  of  the  library  movement  in  the  district.  He  said  that 
it  was  m  the  spring  of  1891  that  the  first  steps  were  taken  for  the 
adoption  of  the  Public  Libraries  Acts.  On  October  26th,  of  the 
same  year,  a  public  meeting  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall  to  discuss 
the  question,  with  the  result  that  the  Local  Board  was  requested  to 
take  a  poll  of  the  district,  to  ascertain  the  wishes  of  the  ratepayers.  On 
the  23rd  of  the  same  month  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  ratepayers, 
with  the  result  that  a  majority  of  1,659  decided  in  favour  of  the 
adoption  of  the  Acts.  That  decision  placed  upon  the  Local  Board 
the  duty  of  putting  the  Act  into  force,  which  it  did  by  making  a  rate 
in  March,  1892,  of  ^d.  in  the  j£  for  the  six  months  ending  September 
1892.  Having  got  a  little  money  together  by  this  means  it  was 
decided  to  make  a  purchase  of  books,  but  before  doing  so  it  was 
necessary  to  appoint  a  librarian.  Mr.  Moon  was  the  selected  can- 
didate for  the  post,  and  the  Council  had  never  regretted  the  appoint- 
ment. (Applause.)  The  first  purchase  of  books  was  made  in 
October  1892,  and  the  Committee  then  thought  the  ratepayers  should 
enjoy  some  of  the  privileges  to  which  they  were  entitled  by  contri- 
bution to  the  Library  Fund.  They  therefore,  recommended  the 
Local  Board  to  utihse  a  committee-room  as  a  temporary  lending 
library,  and  this  room  was  opened  on  the  1st  of  June,  1893,  with 
5,500  volumes.  During  the  year  to  June,  1894,  1,565  books  were 
added,  168  presented,  and  3,116  borrowers  were  enrolled.  From 
June,  1894,  to  June,  1895,  1,752  volumes  and  56  pamphlets 
were  added,  and  1,086  new  borrowers  were  enrolled.  From 
June,  1895,  to  June,  1896,  3,426  volumes  were  added,  of  which 
3,204  were  purchased  and  222  preserited.  The  stock  at  that  time 
(June,  1896)  was  12,239  volumes,  and  56  pamphlets.  Since  then 
334  books  had  been  purchased,  and  the  present  stock  was  12,563 
volumes,  divided  as  follows: — Theolog}-  and  philosophy,  654; 
science  and  art,  1,395  ;  sociology,  296  ;  prose  fiction,  3,708  ;  classics, 
poetry,  and  drama,  389;  biography,  history,  and  travels,  1,926; 
juvenile  literature,  1,313;  magazines,  181;  miscellaneous  literature, 
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395;  total,  10,257  ;  reference  library,  2,306  ;  grand  total,  12,563 
volumes.  The  number  of  books  issued  since  the  opening  of  the 
temporary  room  was  as  follows: — Theology  and  philosophy,  1,836  ; 
science  and  art,  10,715;  sociology,  476;  prose  fiction,  288,051  ; 
classics,  poetry,  and  the  drama,  2,022  ;  biography,  history,  and  travel, 
18,125^  juvenile  literature,  68,725  ;  miscellaneous  literature,  includ- 
ing magazines  and  reviews,  5,421  ;  grand  total,  395,371.  The  library 
had  been  open  899  days,  and  the  daily  average  issue  was  430 '91. 
The  total  number  of  borrowers  enrolled  since  the  opening  of  the 
temporary  room  was  6,927 — males  3,662,  females  3,265.  The  propor- 
tion of  fiction  issued  to  other  works  was  about  65  per  cent.  There 
would  be  in  the  reading  room: — 14  daily  newspapers,  62  weekly 
newspapers,  35  monthly  magazines  and  journals,  and  one  quarterly. 
The  lending  department  has  space  for  26,000  books,  so  there  was 
plenty  of  scope  for  those  willing  to  present  books.  (Hear,  hear.) 
Since  the  library  was  opened  the  revenue  produced  by  the'  rate: 
showed  an  annual  increase  of  about  ;^45,  but  this  increase  was  not 
in  the  same  ratio  as  the  increase  of  the  population,  for  he  found  that 
in  1893  the  gross  rateable  value  of  the  district  was  ^£233, 280,  and 
the  population  about  70,000,  or  about  ;£3  6s.  per  head,  whereas  in 
1896  the  gross  rateable  value  of  the  district  was  ;£269,101,  and  the 
population  about  90,000,  or  about  ^£'2  19s.  per  head.  HithertO' 
nothing  had  been  paid  for  the  use  of  the  temporary  room,  but  now 
about  ;£290  a  year  would  be  required  for  some  time  to  come,  to 
liquidate  the  debt  upon  the  building,  and  that  must  come  out  of  the 
library  rate.  The  financial  position  was  therefore  such  that  the 
committee  would  have  great  difficulty  in  extending  the  usefulness 
of  the  library  movement  for  some  time  to  come  unless  some'  kind 
friends  came  forward  and  gave  them  some  help  in  that  direction. 
Personally  he  should  like  to  see  branch  libraries  established  in  other 
parts  of  the  district,  because  those  who  lived  in  the  distant  parts 
could  not  enjoy  the  privileges  of  the  library  like  those  near  at  hand. 
(Applause.) 

After  a  selection  of  music  by  the  orchestra,  the  Chairman  called 
upon  Mr.  A.  F.  Hills. 

Mr.  Hills,  who  was  greeted  with  loud  cheers,  said  he  thanked 
them  very  heartily  for  the  cordial  way  in  which  they  had  received 
the  m.ention  of  his  name,  and  he  also  especially  thanked  the  Library 
Committee  of  the  Coimcil  for  their  courtesy  in  inviting  him  tO'  be 
present  on  that  interesting  occasion.  Since  he  had  passed  through 
the  library  and  reading  roo'm,  and  into  that  Council  Chamber,  seeing 
the  glories  of  all  their  municipal  possessions,  he  felt,  like  the  Queen 
of  Sheba,  that  the  half  had  not  been  told  him.  (Laughter.)  He 
saw  rising  in  Leyton  a  tide  of  public  energy  and  spirit  which  would 
soon  be  calling  aloud  for  Incorporation.  (Applause.)  It  had  fallen 
to  his  lot  tOi  pay  many  a  pious  pilgrimage  to  shrines  of  municipal 
energy  in  many  parts  of  England,  and  although  he  had  seen  districts, 
which  were  larger  and  more  attractive  in  their  position,  in  no  part,, 
not  even  in  his  own  borough  of  West  Ham,  had  he  seen  more  suitable 
municipal  buildings  than  those  he  had  had  the  honour  of  inspecting 
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that  night.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  congratulated  the  district  most 
heartily  on  having  such  buildings  at  their  disposal.  He  gathered, 
from  the  large  audience  he  saw  before  him,  that  there  was  sufficient 
interest  taken  in  the  Library  movement  in  the  district  to  make  their 
new  possession  a  lasting  success,  and  there  was  no  doubt  the  move- 
ment would  gather  strength  and  go  forward.  He  was  glad  this  opening 
was  taking  place  in  the  record  year  of  a  record  reign  of  a  record 
Queen — (applause) — because  he  thought  the  keynote  of  the  Victorian 
era  which  they  were  to  celebrate  with  so  much  pomp  and  ceremony 
during  this  year  had  been  expansion,  and  as  Cecil  Rhodes  had  told 
them,  expansion  was  the  soul  of  empire.  (Applause.)  In  the  history 
of  the  last  60  years  they  found  industrial  expansion,  national  expan- 
sion, expansion  of  Empire,  and  intellectual  expansion,  brought 
about  very  largely  by  Education  Acts.  There  was  no  doubt  that 
the  great  educational  development  during  the  last  50  years  lay 
at  the  root  of  the  Public  Libraries  Acts,  the  fruits  of  which  they  were 
gathering  there  that  night.  With  a  wider  education  and  a  greater 
knowledge  the  tide  of  life  which  had  been  rolling  on  during  the  last 
60  years,  the  great  tide  of  national  life,  was  growing  wider  and  deeper 
and  was  flowing  towards  that  great  ocean  of  empire,  which  spread 
so  widely  before  them —  volvitur  et  volvetur  in  omne  volubilts 
oevum.  He  was  looking  fonvard  to  the  time  when  the  English 
speaking  race  would  be  able  to  command  not  only  the  future,  butJ 
also  the  affection  of  the  whole  civilised  world.  If  that  were  so,  if  under 
the  decrees  of  Providence  that  were  the  destiny  of  the  English 
speaking  race,  he  was  well  assured  that  one  of  the  great  pillars  of 
England's  future  would  be  her  educational  strength.  (Hear,  hear.) 
What  Germany  had  done  for  themselves  in  the  world  of  science,  the 
.people  of  this  country  were  doing  for  themselves  in  the  world  of 
literature,  and  he  believed  there  wa,s  nothing  which  could  cultivate 
and  refine  character  and  charm  a,way  the  difficulties  of  every-day  life 
more  successfully  than  a.  study  of  literature.  He  was  very  much 
interested  in  the  figures  which  the  Chairman  had  given  to  the  meeting, 
and  if  he  might  offer  a  word  of  suggestion  after  many  years'  experi- 
ence of  libraries,  he  would  say  to  their  librarian  and  to  their  selection 
committee  that  they  need  not  be  afraid  at  having  a  large  percentage 
of  fiction  on  the  shelves.  There  used  to  be  a  tradition  twentv^  years 
ago  that  a  library  for  the  public  should  only  contain  books  which 
were  solid  and  instructive.  That  was  a  delusion  which  was  rapidly 
passing  away.  If  they  wanted  bees  round  their  flowers  they  must 
have  plenty  of  honey,  and  if  they  wanted  people  to  read  it  was 
necessary  to  give  them  something  attractive.  There  was  no  better 
introduction  to  the  world  of  literature ;  by  works  of  fiction  people 
learned  to  love  reading,  and  they  would  in  due  course  pass  on  to 
the  higher  and  deeper  branches  of  literature  which  the  intellectual 
storehouse  lay  open  to  them.  Volumes  of  biography  might  be 
looked  upon  as  the  step  next  above  fiction.  Biographies  brought  one 
into  personal  contact  with  the  great  minds  of  every  age.  For  instance 
he  had  recently  been  charmed  with  Lord  Roberts'  "  Recollections 
of  Forty-One  Years  in  India,"  in  reading  which  one  seemed  to  see  at 
once  all  the  difficulties  of  the  English  conquest  of  that  great  Empire 
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and  a  great  deal  of  the  wonderful  character  of  the  man  who  told  the 
story.  To  take  another  biography  which  had  recently  been  ]3ublished, 
the  memoirs  of  Augustus  Hare  were  miost  interesting  reading.  In. 
three  volumes  there  were  brought  out  all  the  foibles  and  peculiarities 
of  the  man  and  one  was  brought  into  close  personal  relationship  with 
names  which  have  long  been  household  words.  The  reading  of  these 
books  created  an  educational  power  which  lifted  one  out  of  the  dull 
monotonous  rut  of  every-day  life  and  engendered  a  desire  to^  go  still 
further  into  the  field  of  literature.  He  ventured  to  say  that  a  good 
library  would  lead  people  on  and  a  good  librarian  even,  more  so^ — 
(applause) — to  drink  deeper  of  the  Pierian  .spring  and  learn  more 
of  its  treasured  fruits.  They  were  fortunate  in  their  Chairman  of 
the  Library  Committee  and  also  in  their  librarian.  There  were  in 
the  mediaeval  days  a  class  of  men,  literary  pedlars  of  the  day,  who 
were  known  as  chapmen,  and  chap-books  were  thought  m.uch  of. 
(Laughter.)  Well,  they  could  not  have  a  better  selection  than  a 
Chapman  for  their  Chairman,  and  if  Mr.  Chapman  shone  as  the 
sun  by  day,  their  librarian  might  be  said  to  shine  as  the  Moon  by 
night.  (Renewed  laughter.)  In  a  well  selected  library  such  as  they 
had,  history  might  be  looked  upon  as  being  the  next  easy  step  in 
literature,  and  then  one  could  gO'  on  to  the  more  difficult  works  which 
contained  the  evolution  of  applied  science  and  its  many  branches. 
A  well  selected  library  always  seemed  to  him  like  a  well  dressed 
garden  full  of  gay  flowers  and  bright  fountains,  but  in  whidi  there 
were  siiady  walks  where  one  could  gather  the  rich  fruits  of  more 
difficult  wisdom.  He  would  advise  everybody  in  that  room  to  make 
use  of  the  facilities  which  their  new  library  afforded  them.  By  so 
doing  tliey  would  find  life  better  worth  living,  more  gay  and  delightful, 
more  full  of  aspirations  and  high  ideals,  and  Leyton's  would  then 
not  be  one  of  the  least  of  those  libraries  which  had  conferred  so 
great  a  benefit  on  the  civilised  world.  (Loud  applause.)  He  had 
much  pleasure  in  declaring  the  library  open.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Louis  Sinclair,  M.P.,  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Hills,  and  said  he  was  sure  they  recognised  in  the  fact  of  Mr.  Hills 
coming  amongst  them  that  the  employer  of  labour  took  a  deeip 
interest  in  the  working  classes  generally.  (Hear  hear.)  They  saw 
in  his  presence  that  interest  which  they  all  admired,  and  which 
enabled  those  working  men,  who  in  their  young  days  had  not  the 
advantages  which  belonged  tO'  this  enlightened  age,  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  advantages  of]  a  libiary  such  as  they  had  in  Leyton. 
(Hear,  hear.)  He  sincerely  trusted  that  the  people  of  Leyton  would 
avail  themselves  of  this  magnificent  library,  and  that  the  library 
would  soon  attain  that  maximum  of  26,000  volumes  of  which  the 
Chairman  spoke.  (Applause.) 

Councillor  C.  G.  Musgrave,  the  Vice-Chairman  of  the  District 
Council,  seconded,  and  said  he  also'  wished  tO'  personally  thank  Mr. 
Hills  for  the  most  instructive  address  he  had  given  them.  (Hear, 
hear.)  Speaking  of  the  library,  he  said  he  had  been  connected  with 
it  {:om  the  outset,  and  he  was  quite  sure  that  nobody  in  Leyton  re- 
gretted the  rate  which  was  made  in  its  support  or  thought  they  had 
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not  had  value  for  their  money.  (Applause.)  The  Leyton  Library 
was  unique  in  the  respect  that  it  had  been  provided  and  was  main- 
tained almost  wholly  by  the  rates,  they  having  had  no  generous 
benefactor  to  help  them  in  bringing  the  library  to  its  present  stage 
of  excellence.  He  attributed  the  great  success  of  the  library  to  the 
fact  that  it  was  maintained  and  governed  by  the  ratepayers  them- 
selves and  also  to  the  fact  that  there  was  no  index  ex jjur gator im 
in  the  selection  of  books — no  one  to  dictate  what  the  people  should 
and  should  not  read.  (Hear,  hear.)  In  conclusion  he  wished  to 
call  their  attention  to  the  quotation  the  librarian  had  put  upon  the 
programme  of  those  proceedings  :  "  In  books  lies  the  soul  of  the 
whole  past  time;  the  articulate  audible  voice  of  the  past,  when  the 
body  and  material  substance  of  it  has  altogether  vanished  like  a 
dream.  .  .  .  All  that  mankind  has  done,  thought,  gained,  or 
been ;  it  is  lying  as  in  magic  preservation  in  the  pages  of  books  " 
(Carlyle).  In  this  new  building  lay  that  store,  offered  freely  to  the 
people  of  Leyton,  and  the  Council  expected  it  to  be  freely  partaken- 
of  by  them.  If  they  supported  the  library  in  the  future  as  they  had, 
done  in  the  past  it  must  in^'ariably  tend  tO'  the  instruction  and  the 
sound,  healthy  amusement  of  the  people  of  the  district.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Andrew  Johnston,  J. P.,  in  supporting  the  motion,  described 
Mr.  Hills  as  a  man  full  of  public  spirit,  enthusiasm,  and  humanity, 
who  delighted  in  any  work  which  benefitted  his  fello-w  creatures. 
(Applause.)  He  had  that  afternoon  an  opportunity  of  seeing  what 
a  many-sided  man  he  was.  For  several  hours  he  (Mr.  Johnston)  had 
been  inspecting  that  vast  engine  of  death  which  Mr.  Hills  had  turned 
out  for  the  Japanese  Government,  and  which  he  hoped  would  be 
employed  only  on  the  side  of  humanity,  and  that  evening  he  heard 
him  as  the  apostle  of  culture,  art,  and  literature.  (Hear,  hear.)  They 
could  not  possibly  have  had  a  better  man  to  pronounce  a  benediction 
on  that  library,  for  .since  he  had  come  into-  the  county  he  had  proved 
hirrself  an  orator  of  the  first  rank.  (Applause.)  He  congratulated 
Levton  on  its  noble  library  and  the  admirable  use  to  which  it  was 
being  put  and  he  wished  it  with  all  his  heart  God-speed.  (Applause.) 

The  motion  was  carried  with  acclamation,  and 

Mr.  Hills,  in  response,  humorously  remarked  that  it  made  him 
feel  quite  sad  to  think  he  must  so  soon  depart  from  the  Paradise  of 
Progress  into  the  wilderness  of  Woodford.  (Laughter.)  If  they 
kept  him  much  longer  away  from  Woodford  he  was  afraid  they  wo'uld 
make  him  a  "  late  'un."  (Laughter.) 

On  the  motion  of  Councillor  Trumble,  seconded  by  Councillor 
TiLEY,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  also  accorded  the  Chairman. 

Councillor  Chapman  suitably  replied,  and  announced  that  the 
reading  room  would  be  open  to  the  public  at  nine  o'clock  on  the 
following  morning,  and  the  lending  and  reference  departments  at 
10.30.  He  then,  on  behalf  of  the  librarian,  presented  to  Mr.  Hills 
a  handsomely  bound  copy  of  the  catalogue. 

The  National  Anthem  was  then  played  by  the  orchestra,  and 
afterwards  the  majority  of  those  present  inspected  the  new  library 
V)uildings. 


TABLE  I. 

Number  and  Glassification  of  Volumes  in  the  Library. 


Theology  and  Philosophy    ...  .  .  ...  ...  ...  690 

Science  and  Art        ...        ...  ...  ...  . .  ...  1 487 

Sociology       ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  310 

Prose  Fiction           ..         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3889 

Poetry,  Classics,  and  the  Drama  ...  ...  ...  ...  395 

Biography,  History,  Voyages,  and  Travels  ...  ...  ...  2136 

Juvenile  Literature    ...        ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  1350 

Magazines  and  Reviews       ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  220 

Miscellaneous  Literature      ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  411 

Reference  Library     ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2517 


Total    13405 
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TABLE  III. 


Percentages  of  Issues  (Lending  Library). 


1894-5. 

1895-6. 

1 897  -8. 

AllCUlvJi^X    ciil\A    X  lllliJoVJJJllji'          ...  ... 

0*^6 

I  Oo 

Science  and  Art 

3*36 

3-84 

5-69 

Sociolog-y 

O'l  I 

0-19 

0-47 

Prose  Fiction  ... 

72-41 

72-074 

57-804 

Poetry,  Drama,  and  Classics 

o*54 

0-46 

0-48 

History,  Voyag-es  and  Travels 

4'65 

3 '93 

489 

Juvenile  Literature 

17-51 

i6-i8 

26-75 

Magazines 

1-93 

Miscellaneous  Literature 

0-82 

2*72 

0-86 

TABLE  IV. 
Occupations  of  Borrowers. 


Accountants 

16 

Cooper 

1 

A^ctor 

J 

Cork  Merchant  ... 

Agents 

13 

Customs  and  Inland  Re- 

Apprentices        ...  ... 

15 

venue  Officers 

9 

Architects   and  Surveyors 

4 

Cycle  Manufacturers 

3 

Artists   

3 

Decorators 

5 

Auctioneers 

2 

Diamond  Sorter  ... 

1 

Authoress 

1 

Doctors  and  Surgeons  ... 

8 

Bag  Manufacturer 

1 

Domestic  Servants 

13 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

11 

Drapers 

13 

Bookbinders 

3 

Draughtsmen 

5 

Booksellers  and  Stationers 

9 

Electricians 

12 

Boot  and  Shoe  Makers... 

1 

Fngineers 

33 

Box  Maker   

1 

Engraver 

1 

Brass  Finisher 

1 

Furnishers 

2 

Brushmaker 

1 

Gardeners 

3 

Builders   and  Contractors 

5 

Grocers 

14 
3 

Butchers 

13 

Hairdressers 

Cardboard  Maker 

1 

Ironmongers 

2 

Carpenters  and  Joiners... 

U 

Ivory  Cutters 

3 

Carriage  Cleaner 

1 

Journalists 

6 

Cellarman 

J 

Labourers 

4 

Chemists 

7 

Machinists 

13 

Civil  Service 

12 

Managers 

3 

Clerg)^  and  Ministers  ... 

11 

Married  Women 

452 

Clerks 

31G 

Mason 

1 

Coachmakers 

6 

Medical  Instrument 

Companions 

3 

Maker   

1 

i8 


Table  IV.     Occupations  of  Borrowers — continued. 


Merchants    and  Manufac- 

Schoolmasters, Mistresses, 

turers 

11 

etc.     ...        ...  ... 

209 

Messengers 

3 

Seamen 

4 

1\4  i  1 V  rm  n 

1>±  11  JVlllctii                              ...  ... 

1 

m^r>T"vl<rppr>pr<?    ntirl  .SnO'n 

Milliners  and  Dressmakers 

33 

Assistants 

23 

Musicians 

13 

Signwriters 

2 

i-i  c>  w.oUL>y                  ...  ... 

1 

Qnlrlipr 

fcJJ^JiV  ilt^l               ...                      ...  ... 

1 

T^a  Tip  rVi   n  crpr 

XdlJClliclil^Ci              ...  ... 

1 

k_)  U 1 1 1  \AJ  1       ...              ...  ... 

1 

-L  CllolUllClO                  ...  ... 

0 

Tailnrti  nnrl  Oiitfittpr<s 

12 

Photographers 

3 

Telegraphists       ...  ... 

3 

T*l  n  t'pl  ft  \rpr 

X  lcL.LCla.yC;i                     ...  ... 

1 

'^I  in  Plntp  WnrVpT 

X  XI  i   X  iciX'ti^    T  T      I  xvv^i  ... 

1 

KI  1 1  m  nprQ 

XlLlliiL/^lo                            ...  ... 

o 

Toh?ipmni<Nt 

1 

Polisher              ...  ... 

1 

Travellers 

20 

Police  Officers 

1 

Tv]jists 

.5 

l-^OiTf"PT'C 

X  U'l  LCI  o          ...                •..  ... 

4 

T  ]  T^iVi  nl  Qt'prpi"*; 

\J  IJilvJloLClClo               ...  ... 

2 

Post  Office  Officials 

20 

\\  aitresses 

2 

Printers  and  Compositors 

11 

Warehousemen 

29 

Railway  Employees 

8 

Watchmakers  &  Jewellers 

5 

Saddlers  ... 

0 

Not  specified 

562 

Scholars  and  Students  ... 

907 

School  Board  Officers  ... 

2 

Total 

3,033 

TABLE  V. 

Ages  of  Borrowers  Enrolled  during  the  Year. 


Under  18  years    1280 

From  18  to  25  vears  ...        ...        ..         ...        ...  4:78 

„      25  „  30  '   „    239 

„      30  „  35      „    180 

„      35  „  40      „    148 

„     40  „  45      „    117 

„     45  „  50     „    58 

„      50  „  GO     „    89 

,,      60  and  upwards  ...        ...        ...        ...  60 

Ages  not  recorded    ...  ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  384 


Total    3033 


TABLE  VI. 

Tickets  Withdrawn  or  Cancelled  during  the  Year, 
with  reasons  given. 


Borrowers  left  the  district 

88 

,,  deceased 

6 

Guarantors  withdrawn 

2 

Cancelled  by  Librarian 

1 

97 

Cards  expired 

2165 

Total 

2262 

TABLE  VII. 

Days  the  Library  was  open  ... 

254 

Books  issued 

174,404 

Average  daily  issue 

686.62 

Largest                   December  30th  ... 

111'^ 

1 ,  i  i  o 

Smallest    „        „            „         7th  ... 

399 

Average  monthly  issue 

14,533.6 

Largest                        November    . . . 

1  R  009 
1  D,UU-i 

Smallest        „        „  August 

12,409 

i\ umber  or  Volumes  m  Library  March  oist, 

Lov  i 

„                     added  by  purchase 

...  752 

„            „      ^       „  gift 

y  i 

„           Magazines  bound 

38 

Total  nr.mber  added  during  the  year 

...  881 

Withdrawn  from  circulation 

16 

Net  increase 

865 

i  otai  ... 

Bnr>lc<s  T  n^f  and  Paid  for 

18 

Books  worn  out  and  replaced 

236 

Notices  posted  for  overdue  books 

776 

Borrowers  on  Register  March  31,st,  1897... 

3,899 

„       registered  during  year  ... 

3,033 

6,932 

Borrowers'  cards  cancelled  and  expired 

2,262 

Total  number  of  borrowers  on  Register 

4,670 

20 

DONORS  TO  THE  LIBRARY  1897-8. 


.      ,  .      ,  Vols.  Pamphlets. 

Anderson,  Anderson,      Co.,  Fenchurch  St.        ...  1 

Beard  of  Advertising  for  the  Isle  of  Man   15 

Board  oL  Trade 
Bcnnefia,  Dr.  H.,  Leytonstone 

Brinsmead,  Mr.  E.  (the  Author)  

British  Museumj  Trustees  of 
Blown,  Messrs.  T.  B.,  Fleet  Street 

Caine,  Rev.  C.  (the  Author)   

Clarendon  Press,  Oxford  ... 
Cook,  Tady,  Richmond 
Currie,  Messrs.  Donald 

Ellis,  Mr.  C.  (the  Author),  Lyme  Regis  

Friends'  Tract  Association 
Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  ... 

Hamilton,  Mr.,  Leyton       ...     '   13 

Hutchinson,  Miss,  Leytonstone    ...        ...        ...  9 

Lash,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Leyton   9 

Maxweil,  Mr.  W.  H.  (the  Author),  Town  Hall, 

Leyton        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  2 

Morice,  Mr.  W.,  Leytonstone      ...        ...        ...  4 

Morris,  Mrs.  W.,  Kelmscott  Press,  Hammersmith  1 
North  British  Association  of  Gas  Managers         ...  1 

Potter,  Mr.  C.  (the  Author)    1 

Simms,  Dr.  J.  (the  Author),  U.S. A   1 

.Simoiids,  Mr.  Councillor  Tom,  Leytonstone     ...  i 
Society  of  Friends  ...        ...        ...        ...  1 

Society  for  the  Protection  of  Animals  from  Vivi- 
section        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  2 

Stubbs'  Publishing  Company        ...        ...        ...  1 

Sutton  &  Sons,  Reading  ...        ...        ...        ...  2 

Taylor,  Mr.  S.  (the  Author)    1 

University  Correspondence  College        ...        ...  1 

Vincent,  'Mr.  R.,  Town  Hall,  Leyton    2 

Walker,  Mr.  C.  C,  Executors  of  ...        ...        ...  2 

Woods,  Mr.  S.,  M.P   424 

Library  Reports  presented  by  the  Librarians  of  the  following 
Public  Libraries: — Aberdeen,  Ashton-under-Lyne,  Ayr,  Baillies  In- 
stitution (Glasgow),  Baltimore  (U.S.A.),  Bangor  (U.S.A.),  Battersea, 
Belleville  (U.S.A.),  Birmingham,  Blackburn,  Bootle,  Boston  (U.S.A.), 
Brentford,  Bristol,  Bromley  (Kent),  Brookline  (U.S.A.),  Cambridge 
(U.S.A.),  Carlisle,  Colchester,  Croydon,  Ealing,  Evanston  (U.S.A.), 
Folkestone,  Fulham,  Gosport,  Hammersmith,  Hanley,  Hindley, 
Hove,  Ivilburn,  Lawrence  (U.S.A.),  Leamington,  Leeds,  Leicester, 
Lincoln,  Loughborough,  Newcastle-under-Lyme,  Xewcasde-upon- 
Tyne,  Norwich,  Poplar,  Preston,  Richmond  (Surrey),  Rochdale, 
Rochester  (U.S.A.),  St.  George  (Hanover  Square),  St.  Giles,  St. 
Helens,  St.  Martin-in-the-Fields,  Scranton  (U.S.A.),  Shoreditch, 
Smethwick,  Stoke  Newington,  Taunton  (U.S.A.),  Tonbridge,  Toronto, 
Twickenham,  West  Ham,  Westminster,  Whitechapel,  Wigan,  Willes- 
den  Green,  Yarmouth,  York. 


Xe^ton  1Hrban  2)istinct  Council 

^UBLic  Libraries. 


SIXTH 

ANNUAL  REPORT, 

1898h9. 


LEYTON  : 

PHELP   BROTHERS,   JESSE   HOUSE,   HIGH  ROAD. 


1899. 


LEYTON 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 

Committee  &•  Officers,  1899. 


©ommtttee  : 

Councillor  H.  HEATHER,  Chairman. 

Councillor  T.  SIMONDS,  J. P.,  E.C.C.,  Chairman  of  the  Coimcil 

[Ex-officio). 

Councillor  J.  TRUMBLE,  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council  {Ex -officio). 


Councillor  W.  ATKINS. 

Councillor  J.  BASKETT. 

Councillor  M.  CHAPMAN,  J. P., 
E.C.C. 

Councillor  D,  S.  CORNISH. 
Councillor  A.  E.  DOLDEN. 


Councillor  H.  GUY. 

Councillor  W.  MANNING,  M.A. 

Councillor  C.  G.  MUSGRAVE, 
E.C.C. 

Councillor  J.  B.  SLADE,  E.C.C. 
Councillor  W.  H.  WARE. 


Mr.  R.  VINCENT. 
Z.  MOON,  F.R.Hist.S. 

W.  B.  YOUNG. 

3l»ot0trtttta  : 

F.   W.  COOPER,  A.  E.  HATTON, 

J.  AYTON,  W.  H.  SUNLEY. 


G.  TERRY, 


Report  of  the  Mbmy  Committee. 


In  presenting  a  Report  of  the  Sixth  Year's  work  of  the 
Leyton  PubHc  Library  the  Committee  have  much  pleasure  in 
being  able  to  record  a  year  of  steady  progress. 

The  Lending  and  Reference  Libraries  have  been  well  pat- 
ronised, and  the  number  of  visitors  to  the  News  and  Magazine 
Room  shows  that  this  Department  is  thoroughly  appreciated  by  a 
very  large  number  of  residents  in  our  District. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  first  Branch  Reading  Room 
was  opened  at  the  Cann  Hall  Schools,  and  that  this  has  not 
been  more  used  is  no  doubt  partly  due  to  the  entrance  being  some- 
what out  of  the  way.  Recently  a  Book  Delivery  Station  was 
established  at  the  Branch  Reading  Room,  and  this  has  proved 
decidedly  successful.  If  the  funds  would  allow  the  transfer  of 
this  Branch  to  the  High  Road,  Leytonstone,  it  would  probably 
prove  to  be  as  successful  as  the  Central  News  Room  in  the  High 
Road,  Leyton. 

The  applications  for  the  loan  of  Music  Books  increase 
steadily,  the  chief  Operas,  Comic  Operas,  and  Oratorios  being 
always  in  demand. 

The  good  work  among  the  Children  continues.  Its  effect 
outside  our  own  District  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  other  Libraries 
have  followed  our  example  in  making  arrangements  for  lectures 
on  books,  removing  the  age  limit  for  borrowing  books,  etc. 
Notably  among  these  may  be  mentioned  Battersea,  Kingston-on- 
Thames,  and  St.  Saviour's,  Southwark. 

The  short  notes,  written  by  our  Librarian,  upon  the  character 
and  scope  of  new  works  added  to  the  Library,  which  have  been 
published  from  time  to  time  in  the  local  Press,  have  been  very 
useful.  The  title  of  a  book  is  frequently  very  little  indication  of 
the  aim  of  the  author.  These  notes  are  certainly  helpful,  and 
lead  to  the  more  immediate  use  of  new  works  placed  upon  the 
Library  shelves. 

The  hearty  and  sincere  thanks  of  the  Committee  are  due  to 
Mr.  Moon,  the  Chief  Librarian,  and  his  assistants.  Their  ability 
and  attention  to  the  work  render  the  Committee's  task  a  pleasure. 

Hy.  heather, 

Chairman. 


LEYTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 
Librarian's  Annual  Report. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Library 

Committee,  Ley  ton  Urban  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

In  submitting  this  my  Sixth  Annual  Report,  I  have  again 
the  honour  of  reviewing  the  work  done  and  the  advances  made 
by  the  Library  during  another  year  of  its  existence. 

An  important  extension  of  the  Library's  capacity  for  useful- 
ness has  marked  the  twelve  months  now  completed.  Reference 
is  of  course  made  to  the  establishment  of  the  first  Branch  Reading 
Room,  which  was  opened  by  Mr.  Councillor  Chapman  in  May  last, 
and  in  connection  with  which  a  Book  Delivery  Station  was  started 
as  recently  as  February  of  this  year. 

This  extention  seems  to  have  elucidated  one  important 
tendency  ;  a  tendency  which,  it  may  be  presumed,  many  hardly 
suspected  a  few  months  ago.  The  Committee  will  remember  the 
representations  made  to  them  by  deputations ;  the  petitions  sent 
to  them  by  anxious  signatories,  and  other  requests  that  were  sent 
to  them  in  writing,  as  well  as  the  correspondence  that  appeared 
in  the  public  Press.  In  all  these  they  may  also  recollect  the 
opening  of  Reading  Rooms  in  preference  to  Libraries  was 
advocated.  Well,  a  Reading  Room  was  opened,  but  from  the 
experience  which  it  has  brought,  it  may  be  doubted  whether 
Reading  Rooms  satisfy,  so  fully  as  Libraries,  the  tastes  and 
requirements  of  the  public.  It  must  be  confessed  that  our  first 
Branch  Reading  Room,  considered  strictly  as  a  Reading  Room, 
has  all  along  been  a  complete  failure ;  whereas  the  Book  Station 
on  the  other  hand,  has  worked  admirably.  At  the  Reading  Room 
the  daily  average  attendance  has  been  only  20,  but  from  the 
Station  43  books  per  hour  have,  on  an  average,  been  issued  since 
it  was  first  opened, 
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Had  the  reading  room  been  more  conveniently  situated  for 
the  use  of  the  three  wards  of  Cann  Hall,  Harrow  Green,  and 
Leytonstone,  it  might  have  been  more  widely  used.  But  I  fear 
that  the  transference  of  the  branch  to  a  more  convenient  spot 
cannot,  in  view  of  the  present  state  of  our  finances,  be  considered 
as  a  practical  proposal.  With  the  limited  funds  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Committee,  it  is  certainly  impossible  at  present  to  carry 
out  any  change  entailing  so  large  an  expenditure.  But  I  leave 
this  not  exhilarating  topic  to  turn  to  the  brighter  picture  of  our 
work  in  general. 

The  volumes  added  to  the  Library  during  the  year  numbered 
1632,  of  which  1226  have  been  purchased,  337  presented,  and  6g 
bound  from  magazines  after  use  in  reading  rooms,  so  that,  de- 
ducting 35  volumes  which  have  been  withdrawn  from  circulation, 
the  total  number  of  volumes  now  in  the  library  is  15,002,  classi- 
fied as  follows : — 


Theology  and  Philosophy 

769 

Science  and  Art  ... 

1612 

Sociology  ... 

365 

Prose  Fiction 

...  4290 

Classics,  Poetry,  and  the  Drama 

412 

History,  Biography,  and  Travels 

2272 

Juvenile  Literature 

...  1588 

Magazines  and  Reviews 

277 

Miscellaneous  Literature 

...  458 

Reference  Library 

..  2959 

Total   

15002 

The  total  number  of  readers  for  the  year  numbered  344,310, 
viz.: —  Reading  Room  183,655;  Lending  Library  157,075; 
Reference  Library  3,580.  These  figures  represent  a  daily  average 
of  600  visitors  to  the  Reading  Room,  and  of  661  books  issued  from 
the  Libraries. 

With  so  large  a  circulation,  it  is  almost  superfluous  to  point 
out  that  the  wear  and  tear  is  very  great.  Little  surprise  therefore 
will  be  caused  by  the  statement  that  in  addition  to  the  very  large 
number  of  books  repaired,  and  the  35  volumes  withdrawn  as  unfit 
for  circulation,  no  fewer  than  1,390  volumes  have  been  bound,  and 
334  new  copies  purchased  to  replace  such  as  were  worn  out. 

Upon  this  extensive  use  of  the  books  the  Committee  must 
certainly  be  congratulated,  but  this  same  increased  use  must  also 
be  regarded  as  heralding  the  approach  of  certain  financial  difficul- 
ties, with  which  careful  consideration  will  be  required  to  cope. 
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Our  area  of  readers,  it  has  been  said,  has  largely  widened  ; 
the  exact  number  of  new  borrowers  enrolled  has  been  1,923,  which 
raises  the  total  number  of  those  who  are  now  enjoying  the  use  of 
the  Library  to  5,027,  exclusive  of  357  who  hold  special  tickets  for 
Music.  Details  with  regard  to  the  occupations  and  ages  of  bor- 
rowers appear  in  tables  3  and  4,  while  the  character  of  the  books 
which  are  read  is  set  forth  in  Tables  i  and  2. 

To  Table  I.  particular  attention  may  be  given.  It  may  not 
inaptly  be  called  the  Library  barometer,  seeing  that  it  indicates 
the  variations  in  the  mental  condition,  so  far  as  is  shown  by  the 
books  which  are  read,  of  the  circle  of  readers  round  which  the 
volumes  go  in  the  course  of  the  year.  Information  is  also  given 
as  to  the  number  of  books  borrowed  from  the  different  classes  of 
literature,  the  total  number  of  issues  for  each  month,  and  the 
average  number  of  issues  per  day — in  fact,  upon  everything  that 
is  necessary  to  form  a  just  opinion  of  the  use  that  is  made  of  the 
Library. 

I  will  not  here  enter  upon  the  thorny  work  of  moralizing  upon 
the  classes  of  books  which  are  read. 

Some  persons  may  look  doleful  over  the  amount  of  fiction 
which  is  read,  and  deplore  that  more  of  the  solid  works  are  not 
perused.  But  it  will  be  readily  understood  how  unsafe  it  is  to 
generalize  from  the  materials  here  before  us.  Whether  an  indi- 
vidual's leisure  reading  is  to  be  of  an  exciting  or  emotional,  pic- 
turesque or  idealistic,  rather  than  of  a  strictly  instructive  or  serious 
character  must  be  largely  determined  by  the  nature  of  his  occupa- 
tion, the  natural  bias  of  his  mind  and  its  aptitudes,  and  to  a  certain 
extent  by  even  the  amount  of  his  leisure,  but  it  must  be  exceed- 
ingly satisfactory  to  the  Committee  that  66,298  of  the  books  issued 
were  of  a  scientific,  theological,  historical,  or  similar  character, 
that  is  to  say,  were  not  works  of  fiction. 

The  Reading  Room  is  provided  with  164  newspapers, 
magazines  and  reviews,  viz.:  15  daily,  82  weekly,  i  bi-monthly, 
64  monthly  and  2  quarterly,  and  also  with  the  time  books  of  all 
the  principal  railway  companies  in  England.  Thirty-four  of  the 
weekly  and  31  of  the  monthly  periodicals,  as  well  as  the  railway 
publications,  are  presented  by  the  editors  or  publishers,  and 
the  fact  that  183,655  persons  have  visited  this  room  during  the 
year  is  sufficient  evidence  of  its  popularity. 

Periodicals  not  required  for  filing  or  binding  are  sent  to 
brighten  the  lives  of  the  inmates  of  the  Workhouse ;  while  those 
books  which  have  to  be  replaced  by  new  copies  are  sent  to  the 
Hospital  for  the  pleasure  of  the  patients. 


7 


Thanks  are  due  to  those  who  have  so  kindly  presented 
journals  for  use  in  the  Reading  Room,  and  to  those  who  have  so 
generously  helped  the  growth  of  the  Library  by  their  gifts  of  books. 
Under  the  latter  head  come  the  63  valuable  volumes  presented  by 
Mr.  Councillor  Simonds,  many  of  which  are  works  of  great  value. 
A  complete  list  of  all  donations  is  given  on  page  12. 

Gratitude  must  also  be  felt  towards  the  Editors  of  our  local 
newspapers,  who,  with  their  usual  courtesy,  have  allowed  the 
columns  of  their  journals  to  be  the  vehicles  by  which  the  contents 
of,  and  the  additions  to  the  Library  have  been  made  known. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  mentioning  the  very  great  assist- 
ance and  encouragement  given  to  me  by  Mr.  Tiley,  the 
ex-Chairman,  and  expressing  my  thanks  to  every  member  of  the 
Committee  for  the  kind  consideration  which  each  one  has  given 
to  any  suggestion  I  may  have  ventured  to  make. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  MOON,  Librarian. 
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TABLE  II. 


Percentages  of  Issues. 


CLASS 

1894-5 

1895-6 

1897-8 

1898-9 

Theology  and  Philosophy 

0-56 

o'55 

i-o6 

i-i6 

Science  and  Art 

3*36 

3-84 

5-6007 

5-882 

Sociology 

Q-I  I 

0-19 

0*462 

0-412 

Prose  Fiction 

72-41 

72-074 

56-804 

58-108 

Classics,  Poetry  &  the  Drama 

0-54 

0-46 

0-47 

0-529 

History,  Biography,  &  Travels 

4-65 

3'93 

4-805 

4-649 

Juvenile  Literature  ... 

17-51 

i6-i8 

26-29 

23-55 

Magazines 

1-903 

2-42 

Miscellaneous  Literature  ... 

0.82 

2-72 

0-85 

1-047 

Reference  Library  ... 

1-72 

2-228 

TABLE  III. 
Occupations  of  Borrowers. 


Accountants 

12 

Machinists 

2 

Agents 

23 

Mariners  ... 

2 

Apprentices 

8 

Married  Women  (so  des- 

Architects and  Surveyors 

5 

cribed) 

205 

Artists   

2 

Mason 

I 

Auctioneers 

2 

Merchants  and  Manufacturers  s 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

5 

Messengers 

6 

Blacksmiths 

2 

Millers   

4 

Boiler  Maker 

I 

Musicians... 

4 

Bookbinder 

I 

Nurse 

I 

Bootmakers 

8 

Optician  ... 

I 

Bricklayer 

I 

Painters  and  Decorators 

6 

Brokers  ... 

3 

Pensioners 

4 

Brushmaker 

I 

Photographers  ... 

2 

Builders  ... 

3 

Pianoforte  Makers 

2 

Butchers  ... 

6 

Plasterer  ... 

I 

Carpenters  and  Joiners  ... 

4 

Plumber  ... 

I 

Caretaker 

I 

Police  Constables 

Carver 

I 

Poor  Law  Office... 

I 

Chemists  ... 

7 

Porters 

4 

Civil  Servants 

14 

Portmanteau  Maker 

I 

Clergy  and  Ministers 

10 

Post  Office  Officials 

8 

Clerks 

250 

Printers  ... 

18 

Coachmakers 

5 

Publican  ... 

I 

Coopers  ... 

2 

Publishers'  Assistants  ... 

2 
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TABLE 

111. 

—continued. 

Customs'  Officers 

9 

Railway  Officials... 

8 

Cycle  Makers 

Scholars  and  Students  ... 

461 

Dairymen 

5 

School  Board  Officers  ... 

3 

Doctors  ... 

8 

Schoolmasters,  Mistresses, 

Domestic  Servants 

6 

etc.  ... 

116 

Drapers  and  Milliners  ... 

12 

Shop  Assistants  ... 

15 

Draughtsman 

I 

Signalmen 

2 

Dressmakers 

i6 

Solicitor  ... 

I 

Electricians 

3 

Stationers 

2 

Engineers 

34 

Stevedore 

I 

Errand  Boys 

2 

Steward  ... 

I 

Florists  ... 

3 

Tailors 

5 

Furniture  Dealers 

3 

Tie  Cutters 

2 

Furrier 

I 

Timekeeper 

I 

Greengrocer 

I 

Tobacconist 

I 

Grocers  ... 

4 

Travellers 

23 

Hairdressers 

2 

Typists 

10 

Harness  Makers  ... 

2 

Umbrella  Makers 

2 

Hatters  ... 

4 

Warehousemen  ... 

14 

Instrument  Makers 

2 

Watchmakers  and  jewellers  3 

Ironmonger 

I 

Not  stated   

463 

journalist 

I 

Keymaker 

I 

Labourers 

3 

1923 

Leather  Case  Maker 

I 

TABLE  IV. 

Ages  of  Borrowers  enrolled  during  the  year. 


Under  18  years         ...        ...        ...        ...        .          ...  689 

From  18  to  25  years  ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  332 

25     30     „    173 

n     30     35    140 

35  n  40     "    125 

n     40  „  45    72 

45     50    39 

„     50     60     ,,    50 

,,     60  and  upwards         ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  38 

Not  stated    265 


Total     ...       ...       ...       ...  1923 


II 


TABLE  V. 

Tickets  withdrawn  or  cancelled  during  tlie  year. 


Borrowers  left  the  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  143 

deceased  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Guarantor  withdrawn  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Guarantors  left  the  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  5 

Cancelled  by  Librarian  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cards  left  or  not  called  fcr  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

No  reason  given        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 


269 

Expired  cards  ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  1297 


Total      ...        ...        ...        ...  1566 


TABLE  VI. 


Days  the  Library  was  open 

243 

Books  issued  ... 

160,655 

Average  daily  issue  ... 

661-131 

Largest                  April  7th,  1898 

1,156 

Smallest            ,,    July  i8th,  1898 

285 

Average  monthly  issue 

13,387-91 

Largest                      April,  i8g8 

15,474 

Smallest                     July,  1898  ... 

10,491 

Number  of  volumes  in  Library  March  31st, 

1898 

13^405 

,,                  added  by  purchase 

1,226 

n           „         ,      »  gift   

314 

,,          Magazines  bound 

69 

„          Pamphlets  presented  ... 

23 

Total  number  added  during  the  year 

1,632 

Withdrawn  from  circulation 

35 

Net  increase  ... 

1,597 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  Library,  March  31st,  1899  15,002 

Books  lost  and  paid  for  by  borrowers       ...        ...  13 

Books  worn  out  and  replaced        ...        ...        ...  334 

Notices  posted  for  overdue  books  ...        ...        ...  986 

Borrowers  on  register  March  31st,  1897  ...  4,670 
,,       registered  during  the  year      ..  1,923 

  6,593 

Borrowers  cards  cancelled  and  expired    ...        ...  1,566 

Total  number  of  borrowers  on  register    ...        ...  5,027 
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DONORS  TO  THE   LIBRARY  1898-9. 


Axon,  W.  E.  A.,  Manchester   

Baker,  James  (the  Author),  CUfton 
Betham-Edwards,  Miss  M.  (the  Author),  Hastings 
Bosvvorth,  G.  F.  (the  Author),  Walthamstow 
Browne,  Messrs.  T.  B.,  Queen  Victoria  Street 
Buchanan  &  Co.,  Holborn 
Caivinistic  Protestant  Union 
Co-operative  Union,  Limited 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  London 
Cotgreave,  A.  West  Ham  Public  Libraries 
Digby  Long  &  Co. 
Dougal  &  Co.,  Strand 
Edmondsori,  Mrs.,  Ley  ton 
Gould,  L  C.  (the  Author),  Loughton  ... 
Glenny,  W.  W.  (the  Author),  Barking 
Great  Eastern  Railway  Co. 
Gristwood,  Mrs.  Leyton... 
Hutchinson,  Miss,  Leytonstone 
Isle  of  Man  Board  of  Advertising 
Labour  Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
Lash,  J.  A.,  Wanstead  ... 
Locks,  Councillor 

Maxwell,  W.  H.  (the  Author),  Leyton 
Meteorological  Office 

Methuen  &  Co  

Pears,  Messrs.  A.  &  F.,  New  Oxford  Street 
Richards,  J.,  Leyton 
Sell,  Henry,  Fleet  Street 
Simonds,  Councillor 

Stanley,  W.  F.  (the  Author)   

University  College  Bristol 
University  Correspondence  College 
Western  Australia,  Agent  General  for  ... 
Wilson,  Dr.  A.  (the  Author),  Leytonstone 
Woods,  Sam,  M.P  


Vols. 


Pamphlets. 
19 


3 
20 
2 
6 

5 
2 
I 
I 

204 
I 

T 
I 
2 

63 

2 
I 
I 
I 
I 


435 


Library  Reports  and  Catalogues  presented  by  the  Librarians 
of  the  following  Public  Libraries  : — 


Aberdeen,  Ashton-under-Lyne,  Aston  Manor,  Auckland 
(N.Z.),  Baltimore  (U.S.A.),  Battersea,  Belfast,  Birmingham, 
Blackburn,  Blackpool,  Bolton,  Brighton,  Bristol,  Bromley 
(Kent),  Cambridge  (U.S.A.),  Cardiff,  Clapham,  Cork, 
Croydon,  Doncaster,  Evanston  (U.S.A.),  Fulham,  Hammer- 
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smith,  Hereford,  Hindley,  Holborn,  Kidderminster,  Kilburn, 
Kingston-on-Thames,  Leamington,  Leeds,  Leicester,  Lincoln, 
Longton,  Loughborough,  Manchester,  Newark-on-Trent, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme,  Oldham  Lyceum,  Paterson  (U.S.A.), 
Preston,  Putney,  Reading,  Richmond,  Rochdale,  Rochester 
(U.S.A.),  Rotherhithe,  St.  George  Hanover  Square,  St.  Giles, 
St.  Martin-in-the-Fields,  St.  Paul  (U.S.A.),  Salem  (U.S.A.), 
Scranton  (U.S.A.),  Shoreditch,  Sidney  (N.S.W.),  South 
Shields,  Springfield  (U.S.A.),  Taunton  (U.S.A.),  Waltham- 
stow.  West  Bromwich,  Willesden  Green,  Wolverhampton, 
Yarmouth. 


NEWSPAPERS,  MAGAZINES  and  PERIODICALS, 


Daily  Chronicle 
Daily  Graphic 
Daily  Mail ... 
^Daily  Mail... 
Daily  News 
Daily  Telegraph 
Echo 

Evening  News 
Globe 


Those  marked  *  are  presented. 


Cann 

Central.  Hall 
Branch. 


Cann 
Central.  Hall 
Branch. 


Morning  Leader 
Pall  Mall  Gazette 
Standard 
*Standard 
Star  ... 
Sun  ... 
Times 
Westminster  Gazette 


WEEKLY. 


*Alliance  News 

Amateur  Gardening 
^Answers 

Architect 
*Aspirant  (Civil 
Service,  etc.) 

Athenaeum  ... 
*Bicycling  News 
*Blackpool  Gazette 

Black  and  White 
*Braintree  Advertiser 
*Brighton  and  Hove 

Guardian 
*Brighton  Society  ... 

Builder 
*Canadian  Gazette  ... 
*Capitalist 


Lady's  Pictorial 
*Leyton  Advertiser  .. 

Leyton  Independent 
'''Lichfield  Mercury  .. 

Literary  World 
*Local  Government 

Chronicle 
*Local  Government 
Journal  ... 
Londoner  Zeitung  .. 
*Madame 
Manchester  Weekly 
Times 
''■^ Midland  Counties 
Herald 
Municipal  Journal  .. 
Nature   


WEEKLY-continued. 


Cann 

Central.  Hall 
Branch. 


Cann 
Central  Hall 
Branch, 


Cassell's  Saturday 
Journal  ... 
*Chemical  Trade  Journal 

Christian  World 
*Civil  Service  Weekly- 
Clarion 
*Clifton  Society 

Eastern  Mercury  ... 
*Electrical  Review  ... 

Electricity  ... 
*Engineer 
*Engineer  and  Iron 

Trades  Advertiser 
^Engineering... 
*English  Churchman 
*English  Mechanic  ... 

Essex  County  Chrncl. 
*Essex  Courier 
*Essex  Weekly  News 

Exchange  and  Mart 

Field   

Gentlewoman 

Graphic 
*The  Guardian 

Illustrated  London 
News 

Illustrated  Official 
Journal  ... 
*  Invention 

*Iron  and  Coal  Trades 
Review  ... 

Judy  

Justice 


Lady... 

I    "^New  Era 

1      Notes  and  Queries  ... 

Observer 

People 
■^Present  Truth 

Public  Opinion 

Punch 

Queen 
I  Referee 

Schoolmaster 

Schoolmistress 
I      Shipping  List 

Spectator 

St.  James's  Budget 

*St.  Paul's   

Stratford  Express  ... 
■^Temperance  Record 

Truth   

*University  Corres- 
pondent   

I  *Walthamstow 
I  Guardian 

Weekly  Dispatch  ... 
Week  Freeman 
I  Weekly  Scotsman  ... 
Weekly  Sun 
■^West  Ham  Guardian 
West  Ham  Herald... 
Woman 

I  Work   

I      Yorkshire  Weekly 
I  Post   


MONTHLY. 


■^Animals'  Friend 
*Anti-Slavery  Reporter 

Antiquary  ... 

Argosy 
*  A  wake 

Badminton  Magazine 

Blackwood's 
Magazine 


"^Labour  Gazette 

Leisure  Hour 
■^Marine  Engineer  . 
'''Mariner 

^Millinery  Record  . 
^Musical  Herald 
■^National  Depositor. 
Natural  Science 
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MONTHLY— continued. 


Cann 

Central.  Hall 
Branch. 


Cann 

Central.  Hall 
Branch . 


Boy's  Own  Paper  ... 
"^British  Food  Journal 
*Brotherhood 
Cyclists'  Touring 

Club  Gazette  ... 
Chambers'  Journal ... 
*Child's  Guardian  ... 
*Church  Missionary 

Gleaner  ... 
*Clerk  of  Works'  Asso- 
ciation Journal  ... 
Contemporary 
Review  ... 
''^Educational  Review 
■^Educational  Times 
English  Illustrated 
Magazine 
■^Faraday  House 

Journal  ... 
^Financial  Reformer 
'''Forester's  Miscellany 
Fortnightly  Review 
Genealogical 
Magazine 
Gentleman's 
Magazine 
Geographical  Journal 
Girl's  Own  Paper  ... 
Good  Words 
Harmsworth 
Magazine 
Harper's  Magazine... 
*  Herald  of  Health  ... 


■^Jewish  Missionary 

Intelligence 
*New  Church 
Magazine 
I      Nineteenth  Century 
^Nonconformist 

Musical  Journal 
^^Our  Own  Gazette  ... 

Pall  Mall  Magazine 
^Patents 
Pearson's  Magazine 
Photogram  ... 
^Plumber  and 
Decorator 
Quiver 
'''"*Rechabite  Magazine 
Review  of  Reviews... 
Science  Gossip 
Scribner's  Magazine 
Social  Democrat 
Son  of  Temperance 
State  Correspondent 
Strand  Magazine  ... 
■^Stratford  Co-operator 
Sunday  at  Home  ... 
*Tool  and  Machinery 

Register  ... 
*Travel 

^Vegetarian  Messenger 

Wide- World 
Magazine 

Windsor  Magazine  ... 
*  Wings 

■^Zoophilist  ... 


QUARTERLY— Central  Library. 


^Bibby's  Quarterly. 
Essex  Review, 


Home  Counties  Magazine. 
Quarterly  Review, 
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ANNUAL— Central  Library. 


Board  of  Trade  Reports  :  — 
^Strikes  and  Lock-outs. 
^Trade  Unions. 
*Wages  and  Hours  of 
Labour. 
'••'^Bristol  University  Calendar. 
'•'Durham  University  Calendar. 
*Emigration  Handbooks. 
Hazell's  Annual. 


^London  University  Calendar. 
Municipal  Year  Book. 
Palaeontographical  Society's 

Publications. 
Royal  Historical  Society's 

Publications. 
Statesman's  Year  Book. 
Whitaker's  Almanack. 
Who's  Who. 


DIRECTORIES. 


Cann 

Central.  Hall 
Branch. 


"^Browne's  Advertisers' 

A.B.C  

Clergy  List  ... 
Essex 

Leyton,Walthamstow, 
Snaresbrook,  and 
Wanstead 


Cann 

Central.  Hall 
Branch. 


London 

London  (Post  Office) 
London  (Suburban) 
^Sell's  World's  Press 
"^Stubbs'  Directory  of 
Manufacturers  ... 


TIME  TABLES 

A.B.C. 

Cassell's. 
"^Cook's  Excursionist. 
^District. 

^General  Steam  Navigation. 
*Great  Central. 
^Great  Eastern. 
^Great  Northern. 
*Great  Western. 
^Lancashire  and  Yorkshire. 


-Central  Library. 

^London,  Brighton  and  South 
Coast. 

^London,  Chatham  and  Dover. 
^London  and  North  Western. 
^London  and  South  Western. 
*South  Eastern. 

*South  Eastern  and  Chatham  and 

Dover. 
^Midland. 
^Metropolitan. 
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J.  F.  GOODINGS. 


Report  of  the  Library  Committee. 


The  Committee  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  an  account 
of  the  Seventh  Year's  worl<  of  the  Leyton  Public  Library,  and  are 
glad  to  record  a  year  of  happy  prosperity. 

In  furtherance  of  the  policy  of  bringing  the  Library  within 
reach  of  those  districts  more  distant  from  the  Central  Library,  a 
Branch  Delivery  Station  has  been  opened  two  evenings  per 
week  at  Kirkdale  Road  Board  School,  and  has  proved  very 
successful.  Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  Leyton  School  Board  for 
their  ready  response  to  our  request  for  the  use  of  a  room. 

The  Branch  Delivery  Station  at  Cann  Hall  was  also  opened 
twice  per  week  instead  of  once  as  formerly. 

In  the  near  future  provision  will  have  to  be  made  for  a 
Delivery  Station  in  the  Lea  Bridge  Road  District,  and  then  no 
ratepayer  will  have  to  go  far  to  obtain  books  from  our  Library. 

The  Reference  Library  shows  increasing  usefulness.  Students 
use  the  books  more  frequently  and  systematically,  and  our 
Librarian  is  frequently  appealed  to  for  help  in  the  choice  of  books 
for  further  study. 

The  Catalogue  of  Essex  Literature  and  Authors,  carefully 
compiled  by  Mr.  Moon,  and  published  by  this  Committee,  has 
proved  very  useful  and  has  earned  warm  commendation.  It  has 
resulted  in  several  gifts  of  books  to  the  Library.  The  Committee, 
in  thanking  these  and  other  donors  during  the  year,  feel  that 
many  in  the  district  might  increase  the  usefulness  of  the  Library 
by  gifts  of  books.    Will  they  do  so  ? 

The  Librarian's  Report  contains  full  statistics  of  the  issue  of 
the  various  classes  of  literature. 

Your  Committee  draw  attention  to  the  Catalogue  of  War 
Literature,  to  be  obtained  at  the  Library,  as  well  as  to  other 
useful  lists  of  special  issues  exhibited  there. 

The  short  notes  written  by  the  Librarian,  and  published  in 
our  Library  Magazine  and  in  the  local  press,  giving  some  account 
of  fresh  books,  still  proves  very  useful,  and  causes  many  to  ask 
for  the  books  so  described. 

To  Mr.  Moon  and  his  staff  are  due  the  sincere  thanks  of 
the  Committee.  The  work  goes  on  at  all  times  smoothly  and 
well,  and  the  continued  prosperity  of  the  Library  is  the  result. 

H.  HEATHER, 

Chairman. 


LibraFian's  flnnaal  Report. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Library 
Committee, 

Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  my  Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Leyton 
Pubhc  Library,  for  the  year  ending  March  31st,  1900, 
there  is  again  to  be  recorded  an  extension  of  the  Library's 
sphere  of  usefulness. 

Obviously,  in  a  district  covermg  a  large  and  extended  Crenepal 
area,  no  building  can  be  equally  convenient  for  all,  a  draw- 
back of  which  the  Committee  were  always  conscious,  and 
upon  which  they  have  from  the  first  bestowed  their  serious 
and  careful  attention.  Had  funds  been  available,  the  draw- 
back might  have  been  removed  by  the  establishment  of 
branch  libraries,  but  funds  were,  unfortunately,  not  avail- 
able. Held  by  the  financial  tether  of  the  Public  Libraries' 
Acts,  our  pecuniary  movements  must,  of  course,  be  within  a 
somewhat  circumscribed  area  ;  in  fact,  pointing  to  the 
Penny  boundary,  "  Thus  far  shalt  thou  go,"  says  the  Act, 
"  and  no  farther."  Placed  in  a  purely  residential  locality,  the 
Library  naturally  lacks  certain  sources  of  enrichment  which 
might  be  possessed  by  a  similar  institution  situated  in  a 
busy  commercial  and  industrial  centre.  Hence,  though  the 
Committee  fully  recognised  the  importance  and  the  desir- 
ability of  establishing  branch  libraries  in  various  parts  of 
the  parish,  paucity  of  funds  has  prevented  the  step  being 
taken. 

The  Committee  accordingly  decided  that  there  should  Extensions 
be  one  Central  Library,  the  scope  and  operations  of  which 
should  be  amplified  and  extended  as  means  and  opportunity 
offered.  The  wisdom  of  this  course  the  lapse  of  time  has 
shown.  The  establishment  of  the  Central  Library  having 
become  an  accomplished  fact,  a  branch  Reading  Room  was 
opened  in  the  Cann  Hall  district  in  1898,  followed  by  the 
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opening  of  a  Book  Delivery  Station  in  1899,  while  the 
present  year  has  witnessed  both  the  extension  of  that 
branch,  and  the  opening  of  a  Delivery  Station  at  Leyton- 
stone.  The  books  are  thus  brought  within  easy  reach  of 
the  residents  in  these  localities,  and  facility  thereby  afforded 
for  the  convenient  procuration  of  books  for  home  reading. 

Much,  therefore,  has  been  done  with  the  limited  funds 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee,  and  though  on  the  one  hand 
one  might  regret  that  the  Library  has  not  been  benefited 
with  the  generous  gifts  that  have  fallen  to  many  similar 
institutions,  it  may,  on  the  other  hand,  be  remembered  with 
well-grounded  satisfaction  that  the  Library  is  an  institution 
established  not  only  for,  but  by  the  community. 

Boppoweps.  With  regard,  however,  to  the  increased  facilities  for 

borrowing  to  which  we  have  referred,  one  must  point  to  an 
aspect  which  cannot  be  viewed  with  the  same  tranquility.  It 
is  true  that  2,440  new  cards  have  been  issued,  but  against 
this  it  has  to  be  stated  that  2,437  other  cards  have  been 
cancelled,  so  that  the  actual  increase  in  the  number  of 
borrowers  is  only  three  on  the  whole  year.  A  large  number 
of  cards  for  which  application  has  been  made  the  applicants 
have  never  called  for,  whereby  they  have  caused  consider- 
able unnecessary  expense  and  labour.  And  viewing  this 
matter  the  question  legitimately  arises  whether  some  check 
should  not  be  put  upon  persons  who  thoughtlessly  send  in 
forms  of  application,  without  ever  making  use  of  the 
privileges  for  which  they  apply. 

But  I  should  hesitate,  myself,  to  advocate  any  check  on 
persons  desirous  of  securing  the  full  advantages  of  a  library, 
rather,  I  would  suggest  that  a  charge  be  made  when  the 
application  form  is  issued  instead  of  when  application  is 
made  for  the  ticket. 

The  fact  of  these  cards  having  been  left  on  hand 
explains,  to  some  extent,  the  small  increase  in  the  number 
of  borrowers,  but  a  more  important  explanation  occurs  in 
the  fact  that  a  large  number  of  cards  have,  for  various 
reasons,  been  left  at  the  Library  year  after  year,  which  have 
been  cancelled  in  common  with  all  others  that  have  not 
been  used  for  the  specified  period  of  three  months,  so  that 
the  exact  number  of  tickets  actually  remaining  in  force  is 
5030,  exclusive  of  500  special  tickets  for  music. 


During  the  year  732  volumes  have  been  added  to  the 
Library.  Of  these  527  have  been  purchased,  97  presented, 
and  108  bound  from  magazines  which  have  been  used  in  the 
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Reading  Rooms,  while  24  volumes  have  been  withdrawn  as 
worn  out  and  not  replaceable  owing  to  their  being  out  of 
print.    The  Library  now  comprises  15,710  volumes,  viz.  : — 


Theology  and  Philosophy 

792 

Science  and  Art 

1672 

Sociology 

Prose  Fiction  ... 

"  4419 

Classics,  Poetry,  and  the  Drama 

425 

History,  Biography,  and  Travels 

..  2378 

Juvenile  Literature 

1666 

Magazines  and  Reviews 

313 

Miscellaneous  Literature 

477 

Reference  Library 

••  3191 

15710 

The  readers  at  the  different  centres  during  the  year  Readers, 
have  been  356,459,  viz. : — Central  Reading  Room,  201,022  ; 
Cann  Hall  Reading  Room,  6,456  ;  Reference  Library,  5788; 
Lending  Library,  143,193  ;  of  which  latter  4,742  volumes 
have  been  issued  through  the  Delivery  Stations.  These 
figures  represent  a  daily  average  of  674  visicors  to  the 
Reading  Rooms,  and  608-085  books  issued  from  the 
Libraries. 

Full  details  as  to  the  circulation  of  books  in  the  Library  issues, 
are  set  forth  in  a  series  of  tables.    Table  L  shows  the 
monthly  issues  from  each  class  in  the  Library,  the  daily 
averages,  the  totals  for  the  year,  and  also  for  the  whole 
period  during  which  the  Library  has  been  open. 

The    most  important  and  noticeable  feature  in  this  Reference 
table  is  the  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  volumes  issued  ^^^''^^y* 
from  the  Reference  Department,  the   numbers  being : — 
1896-7,  762  ;  1897-8,  3,016  ;  1898-9,  3,580;  while  during  the 
present  year  the  number  has  risen  to  5,788. 


Inasmuch  as  the  books  in  this  department  represent 
the  highest  form  of  literature,  and  are  such  as  would  only 
be  used  for  actual  study,  it  shows  that  the  Library  is 
becoming  increasingly  useful  to  the  actual  student.  On  the 
other  hand,  in  the  books  borrowed  for  home  reading,  a  Lfbrary^ 
decrease  is  shown  in  almost  every  kind  of  literature, 
magazines  being  the  only  class  which  shows  an  increase. 
The  daily  average  for  the  year  is  584-46,  as  compared  with 
646-4  for  the  preceding  year. 
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Various  reasons  may  be  assigned  for  the  decrease,  the 
most  important  being  that  only  732  books  have  been  added 
this  year  as  compared  with  1,632  acquired  during  the 
previous  year.  The  prolonged  fine  weather  during  last 
summer,  and  the  increased  use  of  the  bicycle  and  other 
outdoor  amusements  have  had  a  very  marked  effect  on  the 
circulation  of  books,  while,  owing  to  the  excitement  caused 
by  the  war  during  the  last  six  months,  readers  have  been 
concerned  rather  with  the  latest  news  from  the  Front  than 
with  the  latest  novel  or  the  most  recent  text-book  of  science. 
These  remarks  are  fully  borne  out  when  we  turn  to  the 
Room"^  statistics  relating  to  the  News  Room.  The  readers  m  the 
Central  Reading  Room  have  numbered  201,022  as  compared 
with  183,655  during  the  previous  year. 

The  Central  Room  is  provided  with  170  newspapers 
and  periodicals,  viz.:  — 17  daily  newspapers,  82  weekly, 
66  monthly,  and  5  quarterly  magazines  and  reviews,  besides 
the  time  books  of  the  principal  railway  companies  in 
England,  of  which  38  weekly,  32  monthly,  and  2  quarterly 
are  presented. 

Children's  The  work  among  the  young  has  been  steadily  continued 

1  rapy.  throughout  the  year  with  satisfactory  results,  no  fewer  than 
614  Library  Cards  and  about  1,000  tickets  for  the  Reading 
Room  having  been  issued  to  children  in  the  elementary 
schools  during  the  year. 

The  Lectures  on  books  and  authors  have  been  con- 
tinued, and  have  aroused  much  interest  in,  and  created  a 
great  demand  for,  the  books  to  which  attention  has  been 
thus  specially  directed.  In  this  direction  it  is  interesting  to 
note  that  several  London  Libraries  have  recently  taken 
steps  in  the  same  direction  ;  in  some  cases  reducing,  and  in 
others  entirely  removing  the  age  Hmit  at  which  borrowers 
were  previously  admitted.  As  a  further  means  to  this  end, 
your  Librarian  read  a  paper  in  advocacy  of  the  subject  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Library  Assistants'  Association  recently 
held  at  Leyton. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  gifts  of  books 
which  have  been  received  ;  for  these  the  Committee  are 
grateful  and  the  borrowers  highly  appreciative.  A  complete 
list  of  donations  will  be  found  on  page  12  of  this  Report. 

The  Library  has  again  received  great  assistance  from 
the  editors  of  our  local  newspapers.  Week  by  week  a 
paragraph  relating  to  a  book  or  books  has  been  sent  to  the 
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various  journals  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  these  have  been 
carefully  and  regularly  inserted  in  their  columns,  thus  both 
keeping  the  Library  before  the  notice  of  the  inhabitants  and 
also  affording  them  information  as  to  new  additions. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  express  my  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  every  member  of  this  Committee  for  the  kind 
assistance  they  have  rendered  me  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Z.  MOON, 

Librarian. 
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Science  and  Art 

5-882 
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Socioloe^y  ... 
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Prose  Fiction 
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58-03 

Classics,  Poetry  and  the  Drama 

0-529 

0-52 

History,  Biography,  and  Travels 

4-649 

4-61 

Juvenile  Literature 
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Magazines  ... 
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2-64 

Miscellaneous  Literature 

1-047 

I -02 

Reference  Library 

2-228 

3-88 

TABLE  III. 


Occupations  of  Borrowers. 


Accountants 

4 

Actor   

I 

Agents  and  Collectors  ... 

24 

Apprentices 

^9 

Architects  and  Surveyors 

6 

Artists   

3 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

1 1 

Bookbinders 

2 

Booksellers  and  Stationers 

6 

Box  Maker   

I 

Brass  Moulder  ... 

I 

Bricklayers 

2 

Brokers 

2 

Builders  ... 

5 

Butchers  ... 

2 

Caretaker  ... 

I 

Carmen 

2 

Carpenters  and  Joiners  ... 

8 

Chemists  ... 

10 

Cigar  Dealer   

I 

Clergy  and  Ministers 

3 

Clerks,    Cashiers,  Book- 

keepers, etc.  ... 
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Clickers 

3 

Clothiers  and  Outfitters... 

10 

Coach  Builders  ... 

9 

Coopers  ... 

2 

Cricket  Bat  Maker 

I 

Customs  and  Inland  Revenue 

Officers... 

II 

Cycle  Makers 

4 

Designer  ... 

I 

Domestic  Servants 

13 

Drapers  and  Milliners  ... 

20 

Draughtsmen 

7 

Dressmakers 

19 

Drysalter  ... 

I 

Dyer 

I 

Electrical  Engineers 

3 

Engineers  and  Mechanics 

29 

Engravers 

2 

Furrier 

I 

Gardeners... 

4 

Grocers 

9 

Hairdresser 

I 

Harness  Makers  ... 

2 

Ironmonger 

I 

Ivory  Workers  ... 

2 

Japanner  ... 

I 

Journalists 

5 

10 


TABLE  III.— Continued. 


Labourers           ...        ...  6 

Leather  Dresser...        ...  i 

Machinists          ...        ...  3 

Managers...        ...        ...  7 

Mantle  Makers   2 

Mariners  ...        ...        ...  2 

Married  Women  (so  des- 
cribed) ...        ...        ...  199 

Merchants  and  Manufac- 
turers   ...        ...        ...  9 

Messengers         ...       ...  3 

Missionaries   and  Lay 

Readers...        ...        ...  4 

Musicians           ...        ...  7 

Nurses     ...        ...        ...  8 

Packers    ...        ...        ...  3 

Painters  and   Decorators  5 

Pattern  Maker    i 

Photographer      ...       ...  i 

Physicians  and  Surgeons  2 

Pianoforte  Makers         ..  2 

Picture  Frame  Makers  ...  2 

Plumber   ...       ...        ...  i 

Police  Constables          ...  6 

Porters     ...       ...       ...  4 

Post  Office  Officials      ...  30 


Printers  and  Compositors 

16 

Printing  Ink  Maker 

I 

Publican  ... 

I 

Publisher  ... 

I 

Railway  Servants  ... 

6 

Scholars  and  Students  ... 

614 

Schoolmasters  Mistresses 

etc. 

/J 

Sculptor  ... 

I 

5 

Shop  Assistants  ... 

I  c 

Solicitors  ... 

2 

Telephone  Operator 

I 

Toy  Maker 

I 

Tracer      ...        ...  ... 

I 

Travellprc; 

T  0 

Upholsterer 

I 

Waiter 

I 

Warehousemen,  Salesmen 

> 

etc. 

22 

Watchmakers  and  Jewel- 

lers 

5 

Weaver 

I 

Not  stated   

664 

2440 

TABLE  IV. 

Ages  of  Borrowers  enrolled  during  the  year. 


Under  18  years         ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  958 

From  18  to  25  years...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  391 

25  „  30    221 

»      30  n  35    172 

„     35  n  40    „    123 

40   n  45    91 

45   n   50      n    54 

50   „   60      „    58 

60  and  upwards    47 

Not  stated    325 


2440 


II 


TABLE  V. 

Tickets  withdrawn  or  cancelled  during  the  year. 


oorrowers  leir  Liitj  ciibLiicL    ...  ... 

,,  deceased 

  5 

Guarantors  withdrawn 

  13 

leiL  me  qisliicl  ...  ... 

2 

,,  deceased... 

  3 

Cancelled,  expired,  and  not  called  for 

2311 

2437 

SUMMARY. 

JJays  the  -Ldbrary  was  open        ...        ...  ... 

245 

Books  issued 

148,981 

Average  daily  issue 

608.085 

Largest             ,,    (April  6th,  1899)  ... 

930 

Smallest    ,,       ,,    (July  nth,  1899)   

314 

Average  monthly  issue 

12,415-08 

Largest       ,,         ,,     (March,  1900)  ... 

15,359 

Smallest       ,,               (July,  1899) 

9,433 

Number  of  volumes  in  Library,  March  31st,  1899 

15,002 

,,       added  by  purchase  ...  518 

„      gift          ...  88 

Magazines  bound     ...        ...  108 

Pamphlets  presented...        ...  9 

,,        purchased          ...  9 


Total  number  added  during  the  year     ...  732 

Withdrawn  from  circulation       ...        ...  24 

Net  increase         ...        ...        ...        ...  ...  708 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  Library,  March  31st,  1900  15,710 

Books  lost  and  paid  for  by  borrowers    ...  ...  15 

Books  worn  out  and  replaced     ...        ...  ...  233 

Notices  posted  for  overdue  books         ...  ...  983 

Borrowers  on  Register,  March  31st,  1899  ...  5,027 

,,        registered  during  the  year    ...  2,440 

,,        cards  cancelled  and  expired...  2,437 

Net  increase         ...       ...       ...       ...  ...  q 


Total  number  of  borrowers  on  register 


5,030 
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DONORS  TO  THE  LIBRARY,  1899-00. 


"A  Lady"    los.  6d. 

Vols.  Pamphlets, 

Agent-General  for  Queensland  ...        ...        ...  i 

Anonymous          ...        ...        ...        ...        .  .  i 

Board  of  Advertising  for  the  Isle  of  Man       ...  6 

British  North  Borneo  Company          ...        ...  2 

Browne,  Messrs.  T.  B.,  Queen  Victoria  Street  i 

Californian  University,  Board  of  Regents  of  ...  i 

Church  Missionary  Society       ...        ...        ...  2 

Co-operative  Union,  Limited,  Manchester    ...  i 

Crisp,  Mr.  F.  A.,  Denmark  Hill,  S.E.           ...  i 

Cundall,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Essex  Street,  Strand      ...  2 

Digby,  Long  &  Co.,  Bouverie  Street,  E.C.     ...  i 

EUisson,  Mrs.  C,  Romford  Road,  Forest  Gate  i 

Foote,  Miss  E.  A.,  Norman  Road,  Leytonstone  4 

Forster,  Mr.  T.  E.,  Hoe  Street,  Walthamstow  i 

Foster,  Mr.  W.,  Holly  Road,  Wanstead        ...  13 

Great  Eastern  Railway  Co.       ...        ...        ...  8 

(also  3  framed  Photocrom  pictures  and  i  map 
of  the  line). 

Greenberg  &  Co.,  Chancery  Lane       ...        ...  i 

Harris,  Miss,  Leyton      ...        ...        ...        ...  2 

Helmcken,  Miss,  Capworth  Street,  Leyton    ...  15 

Henderson,  Mrs.,  Poppleton  Road,  Leytonstone  22 

Higgins,  Rev.  C.  (the  Author),  Forest  Gate  ...  i 
Hills,  Mr.  H.,  B.A.,  B.Sc.  (the  Author),  Leyton 

Technical  Institute    ...        ...        ...        ...  4 

Hipwell,  Mr.  D.,  St.  John's  Wood,  N   4 

Hohnsworth,  Mr.  C.  B   3 

Hutchison,  Miss,  Drayton  Road,  Leytonstone  103 

Labour  Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade    ...  6 

Lash,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Wanstead    4 

Locks,  Mr.  Councillor,  Leytonstone    ...        ...  i  12 

(and  a  large  collection  of  unbound  magazines). 

■London  Directory  Co.,  Abchurch  Lane,  E.C.  i 
London    Society   for   Promoting  Christianity 

among  the  Jews        ...        ...        ...        ...  i 

Lowerison,  Mr.  H.,  Witney  Road,  Leyton     ...  i 

Maloney,  Mr.  J.  H.  R.,  Stratford    i 

Manning,  Rev.  W.,  "  St.  Andrew's,"  Leytonstone  71 
Maxwell,  Mr.  W.  H.  (the  Author),  Town  Hall, 

Leyton           ..         ...        ...        ...         ..  i 

Portsmouth  Public  Library  Committee         ...  i 

Roberts  &  Co.,  Nottmgham      ...        ...        ...  20 

Ruskin  Museum  Committee,  Sheffield  ..        ...  i 
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Vols.  Pamphlets. 

Salford  Public  Library  Committee    i 

Sell,  Mr.  H.,  Fleet  Street,  E.C   i 

Slade,  Mr.  Councillor,  Stratford    2 

Stubbs    Publishing   Company,    New  Broad 

Street,  E.C   2 

Thirkettle,  Mr.  G.,  Carey  Road,  Leytonstone  i 

University  College,  Bristol       ...        ...        ...  i 

Victorian  Government  Agricultural  Department  i 

Webb,  Mr.  J.,  Oliver  Road,  Leyton    5 

Reports,  Catalogues,  etc.,  from  the  following  Public  Libraries 
and  Institutions  : 

Aberdeen,  Arbroath,  Ashton  under-Lyne,  Aston  Manor, 
Ayr,  Baillie's  Institution  (Glasgow),  Baltimore  (U.S.A.), 
Bangor  (U.S. A),  Barrow-in-Furness,  Battersea,  Bishopsgate 
Institute,  Birmingham,  Blackburn,  Blackpool,  Bolton,  Bootle, 
Brentford,  Brighton,  Bristol,  Brookline  (U.S.A.),  Buxton, 
Cambridge  (U.S.A.),  Cardiff,  Carlisle,  Chicago  (U.S.A.), 
Chiswick,  Christ  Church,  (South wark),  Clapham,  Clerken- 
well,  Colchester,  Cork,  Cripplegate  Institute,  Croydon, 
Derby,  Detroit  (U.S.A.),  Dewsbury,  Doncaster,  Ealing, 
Great  Yarmouth,  Hammersmith,  Hampstead,  Hanley, 
Harlesden,  Holborn,  Hove,  Hyde,  Kidderminster,  Kilburn, 
Kingston-upon-Hull,  Leamington,  Leeds,  Leicester,  Lincoln, 
Longton,  Loughborough,  Manchester,  Moss  Side,  (Man- 
chester), Newark-on-Trent,  Newcastle-under-Lyme,  New- 
castle-upon-Tyne, Norwich,  Oldham  Lyceum,  Owen's 
College,  (Manchester),  Patterson  (U.S.A.),  Penge,  Plymouth, 
Portsmouth,  Putney,  Richmond,  Rochdale,  Rotherhithe, 
St.  George  Hanover  Square,  St.  Giles,  St.  Martin-in- 
the-Fields,  St.  Paul  (U.S.A.),  St.  Saviour's  (Southwark), 
Salem  (U.S.A.),  Scranton  (U.S.A.),  Sheffield,  Shoreditch, 
Smethwick,  South  Australia,  South  Shields,  Southampton, 
Springfield  (U.S.A.),  Stafford,  Stoke  Newington,  Streatham, 
Taunton  (U.S.A.),  Toronto  (Canada),  Tottenham,  Twicken- 
ham, Walthamstow,  West  Ham,  Westminster,  Whitechapel, 
Wigan,  Willesden  Green,  Wolverhampton,  Workington,  York. 


Note — The  whole  of  the  above  donations  are  not  included  in  the  particulars  of 
additions  and  stock  given  on  pages  4,  5  and  ii. 
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MEMOB  ABILIA. 


Area  of  the  district          ...        ...        ...  ...  2491  acres 

Estimated  Population  (March,  1900)      ...  ...  100,000 

Rateable  Value      ...        ...        ...        ...  ...  ^357559^ 

Acts  adopted          ...        ...        ...        ...  ...  November,  1891 

Librarian  appointed         ...        ...        ...  ...  J^^y?  1892 

Lending  Library  opened  ...        ...        ...  ...  June,  1893 

Reference  Library  and  Reading  Room  opened...  February,  1897 

Children's  Library  opened         ...        ...  ...  March,  1897 

Branch  Reading  Room,  Cann  Hall,  opened  ...  May,  1898 

Book  Delivery  Station           ,,           ,,  ...  February,  1S99 

5,                               Leytonstone  ,,  ...  December,  1899 


LEYTON 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 


Committee  and  Officers,  1901 


Committee 

Councillor  H.  HEATHER,  Chairmati. 
Councillor  W.  ATKINS,  J. P.,  E.C.C.,  Chairman  of  the  Council  [ex-officio). 
Councillor  J.  B.  SLADE,  E.C.C,  Vice- Chairman  of  the  Council  (^ex-officio). 


Councillor  M.  CHAPMAN,  J.P., 
E.C.C. 

Councillor  A.  E.  DOLDEN. 
Councillor  A.  W.  GOLIGHTLY. 
Councillor  W.  A.  HURRY. 
Councillor  W.  MANNING,  M.A. 


Councillor  C.  G.  MUSGRAVE, 
E.C.C. 

Councillor  E.  C.  PITTAM. 
Councillor  D.  M.  SMITH. 
Councillor  J.  TRUMBLE. 
Councillor  W.  H.  WARE. 


Solicitor  and   Clerk  to  the  Council 

Mr.  R.  VINCENT. 

Chief   Librarian  : 

Z.  MOON,  F.R.Hist.S. 

Sub-Librarian  : 

W.  B.  YOUNG. 

Assistants  ; 

A.  E.  HATTON,  J.  HOSIE, 

W.  H.  SUNLEY, 
F.  HARRADINE,  E.  GARDINER. 


Porter 

J.  E.  GOODINGS. 


Report  of  the  IiibFapy  Committee. 


Your  Committee  have  very  much  pleasure  in  recording  another 
year's  successful  work.  The  central  establishment,  in  its  three 
departments  of  Lending  Library,  Reference  Library,  and  Reading 
Room,  has  had  an  extended  sphere  of  activity  and  usefulness.  This 
is  particularly  so  in  the  case  of  the  Reference  Library,  where  the 
number  of  readers  during  the  year  was  9394  compared  with  5788 
the  year  previous,  an  increase  of  3606.  The  increased  usefulness  of 
this  important  part  of  the  Library  has  been  helped,  in  no  small  degree, 
the  Committee  feel  assured,  by  the  excellent  advice  upon  books 
frequently  and  cheerfully  given  to  students  by  the  Librarian. 

The  Branch  Reading  Room  and  Book  Delivery  Station  in  the 
Cann  Hall  District,  and  the  Book  Delivery  Station' at  Leytonstone, 
have  not  proved  the  success  that  was  anticipated,  and  scarcely 
justify  the  expenditure  they  incur.  No  doubt  the  limitations  neces- 
sitated by  the  penny  rate,  and  the  unsuitable  position  of  the  branch 
establishments,  are  to  a  certain  extent  answerable  for  this.  If  some 
Passmore  Edwards,  or  some  Carnegie  would  endow  us  with  a 
suitable  building,  in  the  main  Leytonstone  Road,  we  should  no 
doubt  find  the  same  success  awaiting  us  as  has  been  the  case  with 
the  Central  Library. 

The  list  of  donors  of  books  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  this 
Report.  The  thanks  of  the  Committee  are  due  to  these  donors  for 
their  thoughtful  consideration  of  the  needs  of  the  Library.  We 
have  room  for  many  more  books  upon  our  shelves,  and  shall  be 
glad  to  welcome  gifts  of  suitable  books  at  any  time. 

The  catalogue  is  still  found  very  useful,  and  a  supplementary 
catalogue  will  be  issued  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible. 

The  Committee  acknowledge  the  enthusiastic  and  able  work  of 
the  Librarian  and  his  Staff.  The  attention  and  courtesy  which  they 
display  are  invaluable. 

HENRY  HEATHER, 

Chairman. 


liibrapian's  flnnaal  HepoFt. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Library 
Committee. 

Gentlemen, 

In  this,  the  Eighth  Annual  Report  on  the  vvorl^  of  the 
Public  Library  which  I  have  the  honour  of  putting  before  you, 
there  is  no  development  or  extension  of  especial  note  to  record. 
The  year  has  nevertheless  been,  in  many  respects,  one  of  the 
most  successful  in  the  annals  of  the  Library. 

The  work  has  been  carried  on  without  friction,  and  nothing 
has  occurred  to  interfere  with  the  order  and  regularity  of 
business. 

The  number  of  books  in  the  Library  is  now  '.6,947,  being 
an  increase  of  1,237  volumes,  of  which,  it  is  pleasing  to  know, 
307  have  been  presented.  Full  particulars  of  these  gifts  are 
given  on  page  11  of  this  Report. 

A  most  useful  and  valuable  addition  to  the  resources  of 
the  Library  is  the  handsome  gift  of  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  His  Majesty's  Treasury,  consisting  of  236  volumes  of  the 
Record  Publications,  and  supplementing  a  grant  of  213 
volumes  made  by  their  Lordships  in  1892.  These  books  are 
now  in  the  Reference  Department,  where  they  form  a  rich 
source  of  information  respecting  the  social  and  political  life  of 
the  past.  One  is  naturally  delighted  with  such  generous  gifts, 
the  mere  monetary  worth  ot  which,  apart  from  their  intrinsic 
value  as  literature,  is  such  that  few,  if  any,  Public  Libraries, 
could  afford  to  purchase  them. 

The  collecUon  of  local  prints  and  documents  continues  to 
grow,  and  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Vincent  for  the  numerous 
interesting  papers  he  has  added  to  this  section  of  the  Reference 
Department  during  the  year. 
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Particulars  relating  to  membership,  classification,  issues, 
etc.,  are  arranged,  as  in  previous  years,  in  a  series  of  statistical 
tables  which  are  self-explanatory,  and  call  for  little  comment. 

Table  II.  however,  is  of  especial  interest  as  showing  not 
only  the  class  of  literature  read  and  the  alternation  of  the 
monthly  issues,  but  also  as  bringing  into  prominence  the  fact 
that  there  have  been  issued  considerably  over  a  million  books 
since  the  opening  of  the  Library.  The  influences  set  at  work 
by  the  dissemination  of  such  a  mass  of  literature  are,  of 
course,  incalculable — as  mental  and  moral  influences,  indeed, 
always  are — but  of  the  material  benefits  it  is  not  so  difficult  to 
make  an  estimate.  Estimating  the  value  of  each  book  to  be 
but  3^.  6^.5  it  shows  that  in  addition  to  the  accommodation  of 
the  784,798  readers  who  have  visited  the  Central  News  Room, 
the  people  of  Leyton  have  had  the  use  of  books  to  the  value 
of  /"i 84,948  iSs.  6d.,  for  a  payment  of  ^8483  15^.  4^.,  this 
being  the  actual  amount  paid  to  the  Library  since  its 
*  establishment. 

The  number  of  books  issued  during  the  year  was  163,605, 
representing  a  daily  average  of  676'03.  These  figures  show 
the  very  satisfactory  increase  of  14,624  volumes  ;  over  11,000 
volumes  having  been  issued  from  the  Lending  Library,  and 
nearly  4,000  from  the  Reference  Department,  in  excess  of 
last  year.  This  is  the  more  pleasing  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
in  recent  years  there  have  at  times  appeared  signs  of  a 
decreasing  circulation. 

The  addition  of  600  juvenile  borrowers,  and  the  issue 
of  36,792  books  from  the  Juvenile  Section  during  the  year, 
proves  that  the  institution  is  accomplishing  a  work  of  much 
usefulness  among  the  children  in  our  public  and  private 
schools,  many  of  whom  find  in  the  Library  their  only  means 
of  acquiring  information  on  the  subject  of  their  study. 

The  competition  in  connection  with  the  Millenary 
Celebration  of  King  Alfred  is  proving  a  great  success  among 
the  youth  of  the  district,  and  large  numbers  of  juveniles  have 
been  added  to  the  roll  of  membership,  many  of  them  doubtless 
stimulated  to  the  study  of  Pre-Norman  History  in  the  hope  of 
winning  the  coveted  prizes  so  kindly  offered  by  Mr.  Marvin, 
H.M.  Inspector  of  Schools,  and  the  Leyton  School  Board. 
In  this  laudable  effort,  let  it  be  said,  they  have  been  greatly 
assisted  by  the  special  list  of  books  on  the  subject  which  this 
Committee  has  issued  to  them. 
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At  the  Delivery  Stations  the  work  has  met  with  but  a 
moderate  degree  of  success,  there  having  taken  place  a 
diminution  in  both  the  circulation  of  books  and  the  attendance 
at  the  Branch  Reading  Room.  As  such,  the  Delivery  Stations 
can  never  take  the  place  of  the  Library  itself.  The  limited 
possibilities  of  the  system  are  obviously  unequal  to  the  needs 
and  requirements  of  the  people  at  large,  and  until  better 
accommodation  can  be  afforded  and  more  attractive  induce- 
ment held  out  to  the  public,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  nothing  like 
the  success  at  first  hoped  for  can  be  reasonably  anticipated. 
One  is  here  reminded  of  the  suggestion  to  set  up  a  Branch 
Library  in  the  Public  Baths  now  in  course  of  erection,  and  as 
that  building  is  nearing  completion,  the  question  arises  whether 
it  is  now  practicable  to  take  steps  to  carry  out  the  suggestion. 
Its  realization  would  mark  the  attainment  of  a  much  desired 
end. 

The  Central  Reading  Room  continues  to  be  well 
patronized.  It  has  been  visited  by  no  fewer  than  218,775 
readers  during  the  twelve  months  under  review,  an  increase  of 
17,753  on  the  previous  year;  and  there  is  no  more  gratifying 
aspect  of  the  work  of  the  institution  than  the  unwavering 
popularity  that  this  department  continues  to  enjoy. 

Acknowledgment  should  be  made  of  the  kindness  of  the 
editors  and  proprietors  of  various  newspapers,  of  publishers, 
and  of  other  gentlemen  to  whom  we  owe  the  presence  of  much 
acceptable  reading  on  the  tables. 

In  looking  back  over  the  last  twelve  months,  one  cannot 
but  feel  that  the  Library  has  not  failed  in  accomplishing  the 
purpose  of  its  existence;  and  in  conclusion,  gentlemen,  I  have 
to  thank  the  Chairman  and  every  member  of  the  Committee 
for  the  unvarying  kindness  and  courtesy  they  have  extended 
to  me  during  the  year. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  MOON, 

Lihvavian. 


TABLE  I. 

Number  and  Classification  of  Volumes. 


Theology  and  Philosophy      ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  829 

Science  and  Art         ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1728 

Sociology        ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  397 

Prose  Fiction   ...       ...       ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4637 

Classics,  Poetry,  and  the  Drama  ...  ...  ...  ...  441 

History,  Biography,  and  Travel  ...  ...  ...  ...  2528 

Juvenile  Literature     ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1743 

Magazines       ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  346 

Miscellaneous  Literature  ...  ...  ...  ...  503 

Reference  Library      ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3795 

16947 
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TABLE  III. 

Percentages  of  Issues. 


CLASS. 

1899-1900. 

1 900- 1. 

Theology  and  Philosophy... 

i-i  I 

•95 

Science  and  Art 

6-12 

6-i8 

Sociology 

•45 

'55 

Prose  Fiction 

58-03 

Classics,  Poetry,  and  the  Drama  ... 

•52 

•48 

History,  Biography,  and  Travel  ... 

4*6i 

4-64 

Juvenile  Literature... 

21  '61 

22'z|9 

]^^agazines  ... 

2-64 

2-33 

Miscellaneous  Literature  ... 

I -02 

I  03 

Reference  Library  ... 

3-88 

574 

TABLE  IV. 
Occupations  of  Borrowers. 


Accountants 

8 

Clergy  and  Ministers 

••  3 

Agents  and  Collectors  ... 

18 

Clerks,  Cashiers,  etc. 

..  308 

Apprentices  and  Assistants 

30 

Comedian 

I 

Architects  and  Surveyors 

6 

Corn,  Flour,  and  Seed 

Artists   

2 

Merchants 

4 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

4 

Customs  and  Inland 

Barmaid  ... 

I 

Revenue  Officers 

••  5 

Boot  and  Shoe  Makers  ... 

2 

Cycle  Maker 

1 

Bricklayers 

5 

Dairymen... 

2 

Brushmakers 

2 

Domestic  Servants 

..  14 

Builders  ... 

3 

Drapers  and  Milliners  . 

..  19 

Butchers  ... 

2 

Draughtsmen 

5 

Cabinet  Makers,  Carpenters, 

Dressmakers 

..  20 

and  Joiners 

^9 

Electricians 

5 

Caretaker 

I 

Engineers... 

••  37 

Carmen  ... 

2 

Errand  Boys 

12 

Carriage  and  Wagon 

Furnishers 

2 

Builders 

7 

Furriers  ... 

2 

Chemists  ... 

9 

Gardener... 

I 

Civil  Servants 

13 

Grocers  ... 

..  13 

9 


TABLE   IV.— Continued. 


Ljun  iviaKer        ...  ... 

I 

ixauwcLy  iiinipioyccs  ... 

'3 

nairciicbScr         ...  ... 

I 

rs-cgibLraib            ...         . . . 

2 

Hatters  and  Hosiers 

3 

Saddler 

I 

Ivory  Matchers  .. 

2 

Salvation  Army  Officers  .. 

2 

Journalists 

3 

Scholars  and  Students 

l_/aU.lJLircSS                  ...  ... 

I 

Qr>li  nr»lm  a  ct<^rc     IVT  iv;l"r<^ccp><; 

Machinists 

I? 

etc. 

139 

iviarricu.  women  ...  ... 

3/0 

occrciaiies  aiiQ  ividiiagcib 

9 

Master  Mariners  ... 

2 

Shop  Keepers 

4 

Mechanics,  Labourers,  etc. 

lO 

Solicitor    .  ... 

I 

Merchants  and  Manufac- 

Stick Makers 

2 

turers    ...        ...  ... 

I  o 

XdlUJIo  dllU    W  UUll  LLCl  0  ... 

1 1 

iVlCbScllgCl  S               ...  ... 

4 

Xllllc    xvccpclo      ...  ... 

3 

iviniwrignt 

I 

Travellers  ... 

25 

0 
0 

Mission  Workers...  ... 

3 

Typists 

Musicians 

9 

Waiters,  etc. 

Q 
0 

Nurses 

3 

Warehousemen,  Salesmen 

Painters  and  Decorators... 

9 

Storekeepers,  etc. 

39 

Photographers    ...  ... 

4 

Watchmakers  and 

Physicians  and  Surgeons 

9 

Jewellers 

3 

Plumbers  ... 

4 

Not  stated   

320 

Policemen 

2 

Porters 

2 

Post  Office  Officials 

15 

2347 

Printers,  Compositors,  etc. 

29 

TABLE  V. 

Ages  of  Borrowers  enrolled  during  the  year. 


Under  18  years  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  998 

From  18  to  25  years  ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  412 

„    25  „  30    ,,    216 

,j    30  'J  35    5,    128 

35  n  40    „    127 

„    40     45    »    66 

n    45  n  50    »j    46 

u    50  n  60    ,,    43 

,,    60  upwards  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  29 

Not  stated    282 


2347 
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TABLE  VI. 

Tickets  withdrawn  or  cancelled  during  the  year. 


Borrowers  left  the  district      ...       ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

deceased     ...       ...       ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Guarantors  withdrawn...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

left  the  district      ...        ...  ..  ...  ...  i 

Cancelled,  expired,  and  not  called  for  ...  ...  ...  2056 


2193 


SUMMARY. 


Days  the  Library  was  open 

242 

Books  issued... 

•  163,605 

Average  daily  issue... 

676-03 

Largest  daily  issue  (April  12th,  1900) 

1,076 

Smallest          „    (July  31st,  1900) 

350 

Average  monthly  issue 

13.633-75 

Largest       „             (March,  1901) 

^7.705 

Smallest               ,,    (July,  1900) 

10,797 

Number  of  volumes  in  Library,  March  31st,  1900 

i5»7io 

added  by  purchase...  700 

»    ,        „      „  gift        ...  307 

magazines  bound       ...         ..  78 

pamphlets  presented  ...       ...  203 

„         purchased  ...        ...  i 


Total  number  added  during  the  year  ...  1,289 
Withdrawn  from  circulation         ...       ...  52 


Net  increase...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  ^'237 

Total  number  or  volumt-s  in  Library,  March  31st,  1901  16,947 

Books  lost  and  paid  for  by  borrowers      ...        ...  16 

Books  worn  out  and  replaced        ...        ...        ...  285 

Notices  posted  for  overdue  books  ...        ...        ...  831 

Borrowers  on  register,  March  31st,  1900  ...        ...  5j030 

,,       registered  during  the  year        ...  2,347 

Borrowers'  cards  cancelled  and  expired    ...  2,193 


Net  increase...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  154 


Total  number  of  borrowers  on  the  register         ...  5>iS4 


It 


DONORS  TO  THE  LIBRARY,  1900-1. 


Anonymous 

Asylum  for  Deaf  and  Dumb  Children  ... 
Mr.  James  Bird,  Walthamstow  ... 
Board  of  Education 

Messrs.  T.  B.  Browne  &  Co.,  Ltd  ,  Queen 

Victoria  Street,  E.C.  ... 
Mr.  R.  F.  Bullen,  Public  Library,  Poplar 
Mr.  W.  Burdett-Coutts,  M.P.  (the  Author) 
Mr.  J.  H.  Choate,  American  Ambassador  (the 

Author)   

Conservative  Central  Office,  Westminster 
Co-operative  Productive  Federation,  Manchester 
Mr.  W.  Dawson,  M.LC.E  ,  Town  Hall,  Leyton 
Messrs.  Digby,  Long,  &  Co.,  Bouverie  Street  ... 
Mr.  J.  Passmore  Edwards 

Mr.  E.  H.  Essex,  A.M.I  C.E.  (the  Author),  Town 

Hall.  Leyton  ... 
Mr.  W.  W.  Frank,  Leytonstone... 

Mr.  W.  W.  Glenny,  Barking   

Mrs.  Aylmer  Gowing  (the  Author) 

Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  7  vols,  and  a 

parcel  of  handbooks  ... 
Mr.  W.  J.  Grigg,  Leyton 

Mr.  F.  Guard,  Stratford  

Mr.  Councillor  Heather  ... 

Mr.  W.  Hill,  Leytonstone   

Mr.  R.  Holdgate,  Leyton   

Mr.  C.  B.  Holinsworth  (the  Author)   

Mr.  Thomas  Holloway,  New  Oxford  Street,  W.C. 

Mr.  J.  Kerr,  Bedford  Row,  W.C  

Labour  Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade 

Mr.  J.  A.  Lash,  Wanstead   

Mr.  Councillor  Locks 

Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury 
Messrs.  Mather  &  Crowther,  New  Bridge  Street, 

E.C  

Mr.  Aylmer  Maude,  Great  Baddow  (the  Author) 
Mrs.  Aylmer  Maude,  Great  Baddow  (Translator) 
New  Brunswick,  Agent-General  for, 
New  South  Wales,  Agent-General  for,  ... 


Vols. 
4 


Pamphlets 


30 
.  I 

6 

6 

I 

3 

1 15  songs 
I 

7 
2 


236 
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Vols.  Pamphlets, 

National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty 

to  Children     ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  i 

Mr.  Councillor  Pittam — Collection  of  New.spaper 

Cuttings  relating  to  Leyton. 
Mr.  A.  Pye-Smith  (the  Author)  ...  ...  i 

South  Australian  Department  of  Mines...        ...  2 

Mr.  J.  R.  Tannahill,  Leytonstone        ...        ...  20 

University  College,  Bristol        ...        ...        ...  i 

University  Correspondence  College,  Cambridge  2 
West  Australia,  Agent-General  for,      ...        ...  2 

Working  Men's  Lord's  Day  Rest  Association  ...  8 

Reports,  Catalogues,  etc.,  from  the  following  Public  Libraries 
and  Institutions : — 

Aberdeen,  Acton,  Arbroath,  Ashton-under-Lyne,  Aston 
Manor,  Ayr,  Bangor  (U.S.A.),  Barrow-in-Furness,  Battersea, 
Belfast,  Birmingham,  Birmingham  Library,  Bishopsgate  Institute, 
Blackburn,  Bolton,  Bootle,  Bournemouth,  Brentford,  Brighton, 
Cambridge  (U.S.A.),  Carlisle,  Cheltenham,  Chorley,  Christ 
Church  (Southwark),  Clerkenwell,  Colchester,  Cork,  Croydon, 
Derby,  Detroit  (U.S.A.),  Dewsbury,  Doncaster,  Dunkinfield, 
Ealing,  Eastbourne,  Evanston  (U.S.A.),  Folkestone,  Fulham, 
Gosport  and  Alverstoke,  Hamilton  (Canada),  Hammersmith, 
Hanley,  Harlesden,  Holborn,  Hornsey,  Hove,  Hyde,  Kidder- 
minster, Kingston-on-Thames,  Leamington,  Limehouse,  Lincoln, 
Longton,  Loughborough,  Manchester,  Moss  Side  (Manchester), 
Newark-on-Trent,  Nottingham,  Paterson  (U.S.A.),  Penge,  Ply- 
mouth, Portsmouth,  Preston,  Putney,  Richmond,  Rochdale, 
Rotherhithe,  St.  George  Hanover  Square,  St.  Giles,  St.  Saviour's 
(Southwark),  Salem  (U.S.A.),  Scranton  (U.S.A.),  Shoreditch, 
Smethwick,  South  Shields,  Sowerby  Bridge,  Stafford,  Streatham, 
Sydney  (N.S.W.),  Toronto  (Canada),  Tottenham,  Twickenham, 
West  Ham,  Westminster,  Willesden  Green,  Wolverhampton, 
Yarmouth. 


13 


MEMORABILIA. 


Jr\.  I  \ZCL    \Jl     tliCT    LliotllL't      •••                •••  ••• 

Population      ...  ... 

100,000 

Rateable  Value 

Acts  adopted  ... 

November,  1891 

Librarian  appointed  ... 

July,  1892 

Lending  Library  opened 

June,  1893 

Reference  Library  and  Reading  Room  opened 

...  February,  1897 

Children's  Library  opened  ... 

March,  1897 

Branch  Reading  Room,  Cann  Hall,  opened 

May,  1898 

Book  Delivery  Station  ,, 

...  February,  1899 

„        „          „       Leytonstone  ,, 

December,  1899 

14 
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Xe^ton  "Urban  H^istrict  (Toimcil 

Public  Libraries, 


ANNUAL  REPORT, 

1902-3.  . 


LEYTON  : 

PHELP  BROTHERS,  45O,   HIGH  ROAD. 


1903. 


LEYTON 
URBAN    DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 

Committee  and  Officers,  1908. 


Committee  : 

Councillor  A.  W.  GOLIGHTLY,  CAairman. 
Councillor  W.  G.  SHADRAKE,  J.P.,  E.C.C,  Chairman  of  the  Council  [ex-ojicio). 
Councillor  H.  V.  CHEW,  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council  {ex-officio). 


Councillor  H.  HEATHER. 

Councillor  W.  A.  HURRY. 

Councillor  C.  G.  MUSGRAVE, 
E.C.C. 


Councillor  E.  C.  PITTA M. 
Councillor  R.  W.  PUDDICOMBE. 
Councillor  T.  TILEY. 
Councillor  W.  J.  UPTON. 


Solicitor   and   Clerk   to   the   Council  : 

Mr.   R.  VINCENT. 

Chief   Librarian  : 

Z.  MOON,  F.R.Hist.S, 

Sub-Librarian  : 

W.  B.  YOUNG. 

Assistants: 

A.  E.  HATTON,       W.   H.  SUNLEY, 
Miss  J.   B.  MOON,  Miss  L.  DIXON, 

C.  F.  SHEPHERD. 

Porter : 

J.  F.  GOODINGS. 


Messenger  : 

W.  STUBBINGTON. 


Report  of  the  Mhmy  Committee. 


The  Committee  have  great  pleasure  in  again  reporting 
thecontinued  success  and  popularity  of  the  Public  Library. 

The  Librarian's  Report  shows  a  very  satisfactory  increase 
in  the  number  of  books  issued  from  the  Lending  Library,  a 
much  more  extensive  use  of  the  Reference  Library,  and  a 
steadily  growing  attendance  at  the  Central  Reading  Room. 

Unfortunately,  the  same  cannot  be  said  of  the  Branch 
Reading  Room  and  Delivery  Station,  and  after  a  very  lengthy 
trial  of  the  experiment,  your  Committee  are  now  quite  convinced 
that  to  ensure  success,  properly  equipped  branch  libraries  and 
reading  rooms  are  required. 

With  this  end  in  view  the  Committee  have  applied  to 
Mr.  Carnegie,  and  should  that  great  patron  of  the  Public 
Library  movement  render  assistance,  no  time  will  be  lost  in 
establishing  branch  libraries  in  the  more  distant  parts  of  the 
district. 

The  Committee  desire  to  again  record  their  high  apprecia- 
tion of  the  excellent  manner  in  which  the  work  of  the  Library 
h8,s  been  conducted  by  Mr.  Moon,  the  Librarian,  and  of  the 
very  satisfactory  manner  in  which  his  assistants  have  carried 
out  their  duties. 

A.  W.  GOLIGHTLY, 


Chairman. 


LibrariaQ's  flmiaal  Report, 

1902m3. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Library 
Committee, 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Library  Retpo- 
for  the  year  1902-3,  and,  inasmuch  as  this  year  completes  JSd*^**^^ 
the  first  decade  of  the  Library's  operations,  it  may  not  be  g-eneral 
inappropriate  to  give  a  short  resume  of  its  inception  and 
development. 

The  first  steps  were  taken  for  the  adoption  of  the  Public 
Libraries  Acts  in  1891  ;  a  Public  Meeting  was  held  in  the 
then  Town  Hall  (which  is  now  used  as  the  Reading  Room), 
to  discuss  the  question,  with  the  result  that  the  Local  Board 
was  requested  to  take  a  poll  of  the  parish.  On  the  23rd 
October,  i8gi,  the  ratepayers  were  appealed  to,  with  the 
result  that  a  majority  of  1659  voted  in  favour  of  the  adoption 
of  the  Acts. 

Acting  upon  this  mandate,  the  Local  Board  levied  a 
rate  of  \d,  in  tlie  for  the  half-year  ending  September, 
1892;  your  Librarian  being  appointed  to  take  up. his  duties 
on  the  ist  of  the  same  month. 

The  purchase  of  books  immediately  commenced,  and 
the  Local  Board  having  given  permission  for  a  Committee 
Room  in  the  Town  Hall  to  be  used  as  a  Temporary  Library, 
the  Library  was  opened  with  a  stock  of  5,500  volumes 
on  June  ist,  1893,  the  issue  for  the  first  day  being  140,  for 
the  first  month  3,930,  and  for  the  first  year  105,263  volumes. 
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Though  cribbed,  cabined,  and  confined,  the  work  of  the 
Library  was  carried  on  in  this  one  room  until  after  the 
completion  of  the  new  Town  Hall  in  1896,  when,  after 
necessary  alterations,  the  whole  of  the  present  building 
became  available  for  Library  purposes. 

The  necessary  structural  alterations  were  carried  out 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  Council's  Surveyor, 
the  result  being  a  commodious  Lending  and  Reference 
Library,  and  a  large  and  handsome  Reading  Room,  besides 
the  necessary  offices. 

On  February  24th,  1897,  ^^i^  building  was  publicly 
opened  by  Arnold  F.  Hills,  Esq.,  the  stock  of  books 
then  being  15,553. 

That  the  public  appreciated  the  opening  of  the  Library, 
and  the  much  larger  number  of  books  placed  at  their 
disposal,  was  evidenced  by  the  immediate  influx  of  a  large 
number  of  new  borrowers,  and  a  correspondingly  increased 
demand  for  books,  and  the  Committee,  anxious  that  the 
Library  should  be  a  direct  benefit  to  every  inhabitant  of  the 
district,  made  the  whole  of  the  Library  (except  adult  fiction), 
available  to  the  children  ;  removing  all  age  limit  and  other 
restrictions.  That  this  was,  and  is,  a  privilege  highly 
valued,  is  shown  by  the  large  number  of  children  who 
use  the  Library.  It  was  a  step  which,  I  am  pleased 
to  say,  has,  to  some  extent,  been  followed  by  other  Library 
authorities. 

Since  that  date  the  Library  has  continued  to  grow  in 
usefulness  and  importance.  1,197,405  readers  have  visited 
the  Reading  Room  since  the  opening  in  1897,  and  no  fewer 
than  1,409,485  volumes  have  been  issued  during  the  decennial 
period  just  closed. 

With  a  view  to  further  extending  the  benefits,  and 
bringing  the  privileges  of  the  Library  within  the  reach  of 
those  residing  in  distant  parts  of  the  district,  a  branch 
Reading  Room  was  opened  in  the  Cann  Hall  Road  Schools 
in  May,  1898;  a  book  Delivery  Station  being  established  in 
connection  therewith  in  the  following  February,  followed  by 
a  Delivery  Station  at  Kirkdale  Road  Schools,  Leytonstone, 
in  December,  1899. 
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It  cannot  be  said,  however,  that  either  of  these  efforts 
has  reahzed  the  expectations  of  the  Committee;  necessarily 
only  a  small  stock  of  books  could  be  kept  in  the  Schools, 
and  readers  frequently  suffered  disappointment,  and  con- 
sequently, many  found  it  necessary  to  take  the  long  journey 
to  the  Library  in  order  to  obtain  the  books  required. 

So  few  books,  indeed,  were  borrowed  from  the  Leyton- 
stone  branch,  that  in  June,  1901,  the  Committee  were 
reluctantly  compelled  to  close  it,  while  but  few  books  are 
applied  for  at  Cann  Hall,  and  a  decreasing  number  of  readers 
visit  the  Reading  Room. 

This  is  perfectly  understandable.  A  class  room  in  a 
Board  School,  open  only  in  the  evening,  inconvenient  of 
approach,  and  practically  hidden  from  the  street,  is  not  an 
ideal  place  for  such  a  purpose,  nor  can  it  ever  be  expected 
to  meet  the  wants  of  the  public.  What  is  really  required  is 
properly  equipped  branch  Libraries  in  Cann  Hall,  Leyton- 
stone,  and  the  distant  parts  of  Leyton.  Here  we  have  three 
large  areas  with  a  teeming  and  ever-increasing  population — 
the  population  of  Cann  Hall  alone  greatly  exceeding  that  of 
many  provincial  towns — absolutely  deprived  of  reading 
unless  they  are  willing  to  go  to  the  Central  Library ;  and  so, 
I  fear,  it  must  ever  continue,  unless  a  Carnegie,  a  Passmore 
Edwards,  or  some  other  generous  benefactor  come  to  the 
Committee's  assistance.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  present 
limitations  of  the  rate  will  preclude  the  establishment  of 
any  well-equipped  branch. 

Unfortunately,  up  to  the  present  time,  outside  assistance 
has  not  been  forthcoming,  and,  more  unfortunate  still,  there 
are  no  wealthy  residents  in  our  midst  who  can  substantially 
assist.  Hence,  every  expense  since  the  adoption  of  the 
Public  Libraries  Acts,  has  had  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the 
small  sum  obtained  from  a  id.  rate;  less  than  ^  20  represent- 
ing the  total  amount  received  as  gifts. 

Turning  now  more  particularly  to  the  work  of  the  last  Stock, 
twelve  months,  1,330  volumes  and  pamphlets  have  been 
added  during  the  year,  of  which  916  volumes  have  been 
acquired  by  purchase,  290  have  been  presented,  and  68  are 
magazines  bound  after  use  in  the  Reading  Room. 
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The  present  stock  is  19,029  volumes  and  pamphlets, 
divided  as  follows  : — 


Theolosfy  and  Philosophy 

Science  and  Art 

...  1,881 

Sociology 

462 

Prose  Fiction  ... 

...  5,111 

Classics,  Poetry,  and  the  Drama 

463 

History,  Biography,  and  Travels 

...  2,778 

Juvenile  Literature 

...  1,958 

Magazines 

394 

Miscellaneous  Literature 

600 

Reference  Library 

...  4,429 

19,029 

ona  ions.  those  who  have   presented   the   volumes  above 

referred  to,  and  whose  names  are  appended  to  this  Report, 
public  acknowledgment  of  our  thanks  is  due.  The  Library 
is,  however,  especially  indebted  to  the  Trustees  of  the 
British  Museum,  who  have  greatly  enriched  our  collection 
of  books  on  natural  history,  archaeology,  etc.  ;  to  Mr.  D.  J. 
Morgan,  M.P.,  who  keeps  the  Library  up-to-date  by 
regularly  sending  us  parcels  of  Parliamentary  publications 
dealing  with  the  affairs  of  the  moment ;  and  also  to  the 
editors  and  publishers  who  so  kindly  supply  free  copies  of 
their  respective  journals  for  use  in  the  Reading  Room. 

Boppowers  A  reference  to  Tables  IV.  and  V.  shows  that  2,616  new 
bcrrowers  have  been  enrolled,  consisting  of  782  men,  720 
women,  717  boys  and  397  girls,  and  including  persons  in 
in  every  walk  of  life,  and  representing  a  great  variety  of 
occupations.  This  of  itself  sufficiently  indicates  the  con- 
tinued and  increasing  popularity  of  the  institution,  but  the 
fact  is  strongly  emphasised  by  the  number  of  books  issued, 
while  an  analysis  of  the  statistical  tables  dealing  with  the 
classes  of  literature  read,  produces  a  still  greater  prepon- 
derance of  evidence  to  show  that  the  Library  is  satisfactorily 
fulfilling  its  mission,  and  is  daily  extending  its  usefulness,  as 
well  as  growing  in  public  favour. 

Issues.  The  number  of  books  issued  was  186,398,  an  increase 

of  20,162  compared  with  the  previous  year,  and  exceeds  by 
11,994  the  record  of  any  previous  year  in  the  Library's 
history. 
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Not  in  number  alone,  however,  should  the  results  be 
estimated,  but  rather  by  the  quality  of  the  literature  read, 
and  in  this  respect  the  very  high  percentage  of  non-fictional 
works  issued  in  previous  years,  has  not  only  been  main- 
tained, but  surpassed  ;  the  percentage  of  works  of  fiction 
issued  being  but  52*41. 


Even  this  small  percentage  is  a  great  exaggeration  of 
the  actual  amount  of  fiction  reading,  for  when  it  is  remem- 
bered that  a  person  will  read  half-a-dozen  novels  during 
the  time  necessary  for  the  perusal  of  a  scientific  or  philos- 
phical  work,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  percentage  of  fiction 
reading  reaches  but  an  infinitesimal  point.  A  sufficient 
answer  in  itself  to  the  libels  which  have  been  published, 
and  the  false  reports  circulated  respecting  this  matter,  and 
should  at  once  dispel  any  doubt  which  may  have  been 
suggested  by  the  prejudiced  opponents  of  the  Public  Library 
movement. 


Eminently  satisfactory,  however,  as  may  be  the  number  Reference 
of  books,  and  the  class  of  literature  issued  for  home  reading,  ^  J^^py. 
yet  of  still  greater  importance  is  the  largely  increased 
number  of  books  consulted  in  the  Reference  Library  ;  an 
increase  of  1,303  over  the  preceding  year,  and  of  791  over 
the  highest  previous  yearly  issue.  The  books  in  this  de- 
partment, it  must  be  remembered,  are  for  the  student,  and 
for  the  student  alone  ;  people  do  not  come  to  consult  them 
except  for  some  special  purpose,  so  that,  if  the  work  of  the 
Library  had  been  confined  to  that  department  alone,  it 
would,  of  itself,  have  represented  an  exceedingly  satisfactory 
phase  of  the  educational  work  of  the  institution. 


The  issue  of  a  supplementary  catalogue  has  given  great  Catalog-ue 
satisfaction  to  our  readers,  and  has  doubtless  largely  con- 
tributed to  the  satisfactory  results  above  referred  to. 
Compiled,  as  it  is,  on  a  system  which,  by  one  reference 
alone,  informs  one  of  what  books  the  Library  contains  on  a 
given  subject,  or  by  any  author,  readers  may  see  at  a  glance 
whether  or  not  the  Library  contains  the  book  required. 
The  compilation  was  favourably  reviewed  by  the  Press, 
and  has  evoked  many  expressions  of  commendation  from 
our  readers. 
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The  Magazine  has  been  regularly  issued,  and  this, 
together  with  the  various  topical  lists  which  are  constantly 
published,  keeps  om  clientele  well  advised,  both  as  to  additions, 
and  to  our  stock  of  literature  dealing  with  matters  of 
national  or  local  importance. 


5^™*Pf  «^  The  Central  Readine^  Room  continues  to  maintain  its 

Rooms  ana  .  .  ,^  . 

Deliyepy  popularity,  no  lewer  than  202,358  readers  havmg  visited  it 

e*„4.,-.».„  during  the  year. 


The  Delivery  Station  at  Cann  Hall  has  been  somewhat 
better  used.  2,046  volumes  have  been  issued,  as  compared 
with  1878  the  previous  year,  while  the  Branch  Reading 
Room  continues  to  attract  but  few  readers,  the  total  for  the 
year  being  only  8,010. 


Infectious  The  notices  which  are  placed  in  every  book  issued, 

Diseases.  ^^^^  ^.j^^  publicity  which  has  otherwise  been  given  to  the 
treatment  of  any  book  which  may  have  been  in  a  house  in 
which  a  case  of  infectious  disease  may  occur,  should  be 
quite  sufficient  to  guarantee  that  there  is  no  fear  of  con- 
tagion by  the  books.  Nevertheless,  there  is  a  doubt,  and 
even  a  certain  amount  of  fear  entertained  by  some,  that 
they  incur  a  risk  in  using  the  Library  during  the  time  of 
fever,  or  other  epidemic.  Too  much  publicity  cannot,  there- 
fore, be  given  to  the  fact  that  such  books  are  not  received 
into  the  Library,  but  are  returned  direct  to  the  Medical 
Officer,  to  be  destroyed  or  disinfected. 


staff.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  be  again  able  to  report  on  the 

excellent  manner  in  which  my  assistants  have  carried  out 
their  duties.  Taking  an  undoubted  interest  in  their  work, 
•  the  exceptionally  heavy  work  of  the  year  has  been  carried 
on  smoothly  and  pleasantly,  and  with  satisfaction  to  the 
thousands  of  persons  to  be  dealt  with. 


The  introduction  of  lady  assistants  has  been  exceedingly 
satisfactory  ;  they  have  displayed  a  diligence  and  ability 
which  will,  I  believe,  encourage  the  Committee  to  appoint 
lady  assistants  to  fill  future  vacancies. 
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This  Report  would  not  be  complete  without  an  expres-  ppess 
sion  of  my  thanks  to  the  editors  of  the  local  press,  who 
have  regularly  published  lists  of  additions,  or  particulars  of 
books  on  special  subjects.  Not  only  has  this  been  a  means 
of  keeping  the  Library  well  before  the  public,  but  it  has  largely 
contributed  to  the  very  satisfactory  Report  I  am  privileged  ^^^^ 
to  put  before  you.  Nor,  gentlemen,  can  I  conclude  without 
expressing  my  deep  sense  of  the  kind  consideration  and 
valuable  assistance  I  have  received  from  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  this  Committee. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Z.  MOON, 

Librarian 
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TABLE  Mi. 

Percentages  of  Issues. 


CLASS. 


Theology  and  Philosophy 
Science  and  Art  ... 
Sociology  ... 
Prose  Fiction 

Classics,  Poetry  and  the  Drama 
History,  Biography,  and  Travels 
Juvenile  Literature 
Magazines  ... 

Miscellaneous  Literature... 
Reference  Library 


I-T 

•996 

6-2 

6'i6 

•605 

54-47 

52-41 

•51 

•35 

4*22 

4'o6 

23-69 

25-31 

2-82 

3-44 

1-2 

5-35 

5*46 

TABLE  IV. 

Occupations  of  New  Borrowers,  1902-3. 


Accountants       ...        ...  10 

Agents  and  Collectors  ...  27 
Apprentices  and  Assistants  60 

Architects  and  Surveyors  6 

Artists  and  Designers  ...  6 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  5 

Baths  Superintendent   ...  i 

Bookbinders       ...        ...  2 

Boot  and  Shoe  Makers  ...  8 

Builders  ...        ...        ...  4 

Bullet  Maker    i 

Butchers  ...        ...        ...  2 

Cabinet  Makers,  Carpenters 

and  Joiners     ...        ...  12 

Caretakers  and  Porters...  4 

Chemists  ...        ...        ...  5 

Civil  Servants    ...        ...  8 

Clerks.  Cashiers,  etc.     ...  342 

Coach  Makers    ...        ...  3 

Cooper     ...        ...        ...  I 

Corn  Dealer       ...       ...  i 


Customs    and  Revenue 


Officers...        ...  ...  4 

Cycle  Makers     ...  ...  2 

Distiller    ...        ...  ...  i 

Domestic  Servants  ...  18 

Drapers  and  Milliners  ...  19 

Draughtsmen     ...  ...  6 

Dressmakers      ...  ...  24 

Electricians        ...  ...  5 

Engineers,  Fitters,  etc.  ...  40 

Errand  Boys,  etc.  ...  25 

Fishmonger        ...  ...  i 

Florist    I 

Furniture  Dealer  ...  i 

Furriers  ...       ...  ...  2 

Greengrocer       ...  ...  i 

Hairdressers       ...  ...  2 

Hatters  and  Hosiers  ...  3 

Ironmonger        ...  ...  i 

Ivory  Workers  ...  ...  2 

Journalists         ...  ...  9 
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TABLE  IV.— Continued. 


Labourers 

8 

Laundry  Employees 

2 

Library  Assistant 

I 

Machinists 

17 

Married  Women           ...  i 

92 

Merchants  and  Manufac- 

turers ... 

23 

Milkman...   

I 

Millwright 

I 

T\  /r  •    *  J. 

Mmisters... 

2 

Musical  Instrument  Makers 

r 

Musicians 

4 

Needlewomen 

5 

Nurses 

6 

Oilman 

I 

Photographers  ... 

2 

Physicians  and  Surgeons 

4 

Plumbers,    Painters  and 

Decorators 

15 

Police  Constables 

4 

Post  Office  Officials 

12 

Printers,  Compositors,  etc. 

28 

Railway  Employees 

Saddle  and  Harness  Makers 

3 

Scholars  and  Students  ...  720 
Schoolmasters,  Mistresses 


and  Teachers  ...        ...  183 

Shipwright         ...        ...  i 

Soldier     ...        ...        ...  i 

Stationers          ...        ...  4 

Tobacconist        ...        ...  i 

Tailors     ...        ...        ...  7 

Tea  Dealers       ...        ...  2 

Telegraphists     ...        ...  5 

Telephone  Attendants  ...  2 

Travellers          ...        ...  34 

Upholsterers      ...       ...  2 

Waiters  ...        ...        ...  2 

Warehousemen  and  Sales- 
men   ...        ...        ...  29 

Watch    Makers  and 

Jewellers        ...        ...  4 

Wood  Engraver...        ...  i 

Not  stated    589 


2616 


TABLE  V. 

Ages  of  Borrowers  enrolled  during  the  year. 


Under  18  years  ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ..  1070 

From.  j8  to  25  years  .         ...        ...        ...        ...         ..  481 

5,     25  „  30     ,j    197 

»    30  „  35    170 

35  »  40    „    139 

n    40  „  45     »    98 

45     50    5>    62 

50  „  60    „    65 

60  upwards  ...        ...        ...       ...       ...       ...  37 

Not  stated       ...  ...        ...       ...       ...       ...        ..  297 


2616 
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TABLE  VI. 

Tickets  withdrawn  or  cancelled  during  the  year. 

Borrowers  left  the  district    117 

,,        deceased    ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  i 

Guarantors  withdrawn         ...        ...       ...       ...        ...  8 

„          deceased  ...       ...       ...       .  .        ...       ...  i 

Cancelled,  expired,  and  not  called  for       ...       ...       ...  2287 

2414 


SUMMARY. 


Days  the  Libraiy  was  open 

253 

Books  issued   

186,398 

Average  daily  issue   

736*25 

Largest  daily  issue,  December  27th,  1902 

1,296 

Smallest       „         June  13th,  1902 

376 

Average  monthly  issue 

I5r533'i7 

Largest       „         „       January,  1903  ... 

19,357 

Smallest                ,,       June,  1902 
Number  of  volumes  in  Library,  March  31st 

11,077 

,  1902 

17,739 

,,                     added  by  purchase  ... 

916 

„   .          „  gift 

290 

magazines  bound 

68 

pamphlets  presented  ... 

47 

„  purchased... 

9 

Total  number  added  during  the  year  ...i 

330 

Withdrawn  from  circulation 

40 

Net  increase          ...       ...       ...       ...  ...  1,290 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  Library,  March  31st,  1903  19,029 

Books  lost  and  paid  for  by  borrowers    ...  ...  19 

Books  worn  out  and  replaced      ...        ...  ...  470 

Notices  posted  for  overdue  books          ...  ...  1,100 

Borrowers  on  Register,  March  31st,  1902  ...  5i555 

„        registered  during  the  year     ...  2,616 

„        cards  cancelled...       ...       ...  2,414 


Net  increase  ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  202 


Total  number  of  borrowers  on  register...       ...  5j757 
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DONORS  TO  THE  LIBRARY,  1902-3 


Vols. 


Pamphlets. 


Anonymous  ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  2 

Adams,  Capt.  W.  A.  (the  Author)    1 

Alexander,  Mr.  Councillor,  Leyton 
Barnes,  Mr.  G.  W.  (the  Author),  Ilford 
Barr.  Mr.  W.,  Leytonstone 
Benson,  Messrs.  J.  W.,  Ludgate  Hill,  E.G. 
Board  of  Trade,  Labour  Department  ... 
Bristol  University  GoUege 
British  Museum,  Bloomsbury  ... 

,,       South  Kensington 
Gohen,  Mr.  G.,  Leyton  ... 
Go-operative  Union,  Ltd.,  Manchester... 
Gunnington,  Mr.  H.  J.,  Braintree 
Dawson,  Mr.  E.  R.,  l.r.c.p.,  m.r.c.s.,  Leyton.. 
Dawson,  Mr.  W.,  m.i.c.e.,  Town  Hall,  Leyton 
Great  Eastern  Railway  Co. 
Gristwood,  Mrs.,  Leyton  ... 
Hennah,  Mr,  A.  J.,  Leyton 
Hill,  Mr.  H.  W.  (the  Author),  Leytonstone  .. 

Holdgate,  Mr.  R.,  Leyton   

Hutchinson,  Mr.  A.,  Chancery  Lane,  W.C.  .. 
Isle  of  Man  Board  of  Advertising 
Jarrold  &  Sons,  Norwich... 

Kelly,  Mr.  W.  P.  (the  Author)  

Lamb,  Mr.  A.,  Leyton  ... 

Layton,  Messrs.  C.  &  E.,  Farringdon  Road,  E.G. 
Locks,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Leytonstone    ...        (24  parts  unbound  serials) 
London  Music  Publishing  Stores         ...(40  pieces  sheet  Music) 
Lord't  Day  Observance  Society  ..        ...        ...        i  i 

Macdonald,  Messrs.  W.,  &  Co.,  Leadenhall 

Street,  E.G.    ...       ...       ..        ...       ...  i 

Martin,  Mr.  R.  M.,  Leyton    6 

Mather  &  Crowther,  New  Bridge  Street,  E  C...  i 
Moody  &  Co.,  Bishopsgate  Street.  E.G.         ...  i 

Morgan,  Mr.  D.  J.,  M.P.    88 

National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty 

to  Children     ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  i 

New  England  Co.,  Hatton  Garden,  E,C.       ...  i 

New  South  Wales,  Agent-General  for  ...        ...  i 

New  Zealand,  Agent-General  for        ...        ...  i 

Newland,  Mr.  H.  S.,  Harlesden  Public  Library  i 


I 
1 

4 
I 
8 
64 

25 
I 
I 

20 
I 
2 
6 

4 
I 

4 
4 
I 
2 
I 
I 


i6 


Vols 


Pamphlets. 


Paddon,  Miss  A.  L.,  Leytonstone 

Queensland,  Agent-General  for  ... 
South-Eastern  &  Chatham  Railway  Co. 
Seymour,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Kilburn  Public  Library  ... 
Smith,  Mr.  T.,  Ley  ton  ... 

Spottiswoode  &  Co.,  Gracechurch  Street,  E.C. 
Stratford  Co-operative  &  Industrial  Society,  Ltd. 
Stubbs  Publishing  Co.,  New  Broad  Street,  E.C. 
Thompson,    Messrs.  W.    P.,   &   Co.,  High 

Holborn,  W.C  

University  Tutorial  Press,  Cambridge  ... 

Vincent,  Mr.  R.,  Town  Hall,  Leyton 

Wall,  Mr.  R.,  Leyton   

Wilson,  Dr.  A.,  South  Woodford   

Wire,  Mr.  A,  P.,  Leytonstone 


Collection  of 
Music. 

I 

2 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

6 

Unbound 

Magazines. 

91 


Reports,  Catalogues,  etc.,  from  the  following  Public  Libraries 
and  Institutions  : 

Aberdeen,  Accrington,  Acton,  Arbroath,  Aston  Manor, 
Ashton-under-Lyne,  Ayr,  Bangor  (U.S. A  ),  Barrow-in-Furness, 
Battersea,  Belfast,  Birmingham,  Bishopsgate  Institute,  Black- 
burn, Blackpool,  Bolton,  Bootle,  Bournemouth,  Brentford, 
Bristol,  Bury,  Buxton,  Cambridge  (U.S.A.),  Cardiff,  Chelten- 
ham, Chiswick,  Chorley,  Clitheroe,  Cork,  Croydon,  Derby, 
Detroit  (U.S.A.),  Dewsbury,  Dunkinfield,  Ealing,  Eastbourne, 
Evanston  (U.S.A.),  Finsbury,  Folkestone,  Fulham,  Glouces- 
ter, Gosport  and  Alverstoke,  Great  Yarmouth,  Hammersmith, 
Hanley,  Hartlepool,  Hindley,  Hornsey,  Hove,  Hyde,  Kensal 
Rise,  Kilburn,  Kingston,  Leeds,  Leicester,  Longton,  Lough- 
borough, Middlesborough,  Newark-on-Trent,  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne,  Newport  (Mon.),  New  South  W'ales,  Norwich,  Ply- 
mouth, Portsmouth,  Richmond,  Rochdale,  Rugby,  St.  Louis 
'  Mercantile  Library  (U.S.A.),  St.  Paul  (U.S.A.),  Scranton 
(U.S.A.),  Shoreditch,  Smethwick,  Stoke  Newington,  Sunder- 
land, Taunton  (U.S.A.),  Toronto  (Canada),  Tottenham, 
Twickenham,  Tynemouth,  Walthamstow,  Wandsworth,  West 
Bromwich,  West  Ham,  Westminster,  Willesden  Green, 
Wimbledon,  Worcester,  York. 


MEMORABILIA. 


Area  of  the  district  .,. 

2491  acres 

Population 

100,000 

Kateable  Value 

^413,278 

Acts  adopted  ... 

November,  1893 

Librarian  appointed  ... 

July,  1892 

Lending  Library  opened 

June,  1893 

Reference  Library  and  Reading  Room  opened 

February.  1897 

Children's  Library  opened  ... 

...     March,  1897 

Branch  Reading  Room,  Cann  Hall,  opened 

May,  1898 

Book  Delivery  Station          „  „ 

February,  1899 

},          „          „     Leytonstone  „ 

December,  1899 

>j          „                        ,5  closed... 

June,  1901 

LEYTON 
URBAN    DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 

Committee  and  Officers,  1904. 


Committee  ,- 

Councillor  A.  W.  GOLIGHTLY,  Chairman. 
Councillor  H.  V.  CHEW,  J.  P.,  Ckainnan  of  the  Council  {ex-officio). 
Councillor  H.  HEATHER,  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council  {ex-officio). 


Councillor  J.  HEWITT. 

Councillor  W.  A.  HURRY. 

Councillor  C.  G.  MUSGRAVE, 
E.C.C. 


Councillor  E.  C.  PITTAM. 
Councillor  R.  W.  PUDDICOMBE. 
Councillor  H.  J.  TOMLINS. 
Councillor  W.  J.  UPTON. 


Soi-iciTOR   AND   Clerk   to   the  Council 

Mr.  R.  VINCENT. 

Chief  Librarian  : 

Z.  MOON,  F.R.Hist.S. 

Sub-Librarian  : 

W.  B.  YOUNG. 

Assistants  : 

A.  E.  HATTON,  W.  H.  SUNLEY, 

Miss  J.  B.  MOON,  Miss  L.  DIXON, 

C.   F.  SHEPHERD. 


Porter : 

J.    F.  GOODINGS. 


Hepoft  o!  the  Library  Committee. 


The  Committee  have  the  pleasurable  duty  of  reporting  a 
continued  success  of  the  Public  Library  and  Reading  Rooms. 

The  Librarian  has  prepared  an  exhaustive  Report  of  the 
year's  work,  and  that  we  herewith  append,  together  with 
statistics  in  tabular  form,  which  should  prove  interesting  and 
instructive. 

The  Bill  promoted  by  the  District  Council,  now  before 
Parliament,  contains  clauses  which  will  enable  your  Committee 
to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  two  Branch  Libraries  in  suit- 
able centres  on  the  lines  indicated,  and  accompanying  the 
generous  offer  of  Mr.  Carnegie. 

Notwithstanding  the  increased  amount  of  work  imposed 
upon  the  staff,  the  whole  business  of  the  Library  has  been 
carried  on  in  a  most  eminently  satisfactory  manner,  and  the 
Committee  desire  to  again  record  their  high  appreciation  of  the 
excellent  services  rendered  by  the  Librarian  and  his  assistants. 


A.  W.  GOLIGHTLY, 

Chairman. 


liibrarian's  ilniiaal  Report, 

1903-4. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Library 
Committee. 

Gentlemen, 

In  submitting  my  Eleventh  Annual  Report,  it  seems 
but  fitting  that  the  generous  offer  of  Mr.  Carnegie  to  assist 
in  the  extension  of  the  Library's  work  should  have  first 
place. 

On  July  igth,  1902,  I  first  laid  before  Mr.  Carnegie 
particulars  respecting  this  Institution,  and  the  need  for  the 
establishment  of  branch  Libraries  in  the  distant  parts  of  the 
district,  and,  after  much  correspondence,  I  received  a  letter 
from  him,  offering  the  sum  of  £^,000  for  the  erection  of 
two  Libraries,  on  condition  that  the  Library  Rate  be 
increased  by  \d.  in  the  £  per  annum,  and  that  sites  for  the 
buildings  be  provided  without  burdening  the  Library's 
income. 

This  generous  offer  the  Council  unanimously  accepted, 
and  their  application  to  Parliament  for  power  to  increase 
the  rate  was  cheerfully  approved  by  the  ratepayers  at  the 
Statutory  Meeting  held  on  January  12th,  1904;  while,  as 
to  the  sites,  Mr.  Edward  Jones,  of  Leyton,  immediately 
promised  to  give  land  for  the  erection  of  one  Library,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  no  difficulty  will  be  experienced  in  obtaining 
the  second  site,  so  that,  in  all  probability,  before  another 
twelve  months  have  elapsed,  two  additional  Libraries  will 
be  in  course  of  erection. 
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On  some  future  occasion  the  generosity  of  these 
gentlemen  will  be  more  fully  acknowledged  ;  but  in  the 
circumstances,  I  feel  that  this  opportunity  should  not  be 
missed  of  making  mention  of  the  great  boon  they  have 
conferred  upon  the  district,  and  how  highly  their  gifts  are 
appreciated,  not  only  by  the  Council,  but  by  everyone  who 
has  the  welfare  of  the  district  at  heart,  or  takes  the  least 
interest  in  the  higher  education  of  the  people. 

Turning  to  the  actual  work  of  the  year,  it  is  my 
privilege  to  again  report  progress  in  every  department  ;  a 
good  addition  to  our  stock ;  a  largely  increased  issue  of 
books,  and  a  much  greater  use  of  the  Reading  Room. 

Last  year  I  gave  a  resume  of  the  whole  work  of  the 
Library  since  its  inception,  and  showed  how  rapidly  and 
how  enormously  the  issue  of  books  had  increased.  It  was 
then  thought  that  the  highest  point  in  our  circulation  had 
been  reached  for  many  years,  even  if  so  large  an  output 
could  be  maintained.  This  year,  however,  shows  a  still 
higher  leap,  the  total  issue  being  189,198. 

These  figures  show  that,  although  the  Library  has 
been  open  but  245  days  as  compared  with  253  days  in  the 
previous  year,  the  issue  has  been  increased  by  nearly  3,000 
volumes;  a  net  increase  of  84,995  since  my  first  annual 
statement  was  laid  before  you.  Such  an  eminently  satisfac- 
tory state  of  affairs  must  be  exceedingly  gratifying  to  all 
concerned,  and  especially  so  when  the  class  of  literature  read 
is  considered.  The  issue  of  works  of  fiction  still  remains  at 
the  low  level  of  52  per  cent.,  while  other  and  better  literature 
is  in  increasing  demand.  Especially  is  this  apparent  in  the 
use  made  of  the  books  in  the  Reference  Library.  As  I 
have  previously  pointed  out,  this  department  is  used  by 
students  only,  and  when  it  is  seen  that  the  number  of  works 
annually  consulted  in  that  room  is  now  nearly  quadruple 
what  it  was  a  few  years  ago,  it  will  at  once  be  conceded 
that  the  Library  forms  an  important  factor  in  Leyton's 
scheme  for  higher  education. 

The  reasons  which  enable  me  to  place  so  satisfactory  a 
statement  before  you  may  be  attributable  to  many  causes. 

The  visits  of  literary  societies  and  other  bodies  of 
ratepayers,  the  exhibitions  of  books,  the  issue  of  special 
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lists,  and  the  notices  of  particular  books  in  the  Press,  have 
all  been  contributory ;  but  most  important  of  all  has  been 
the  acquisition  of  an  increased  number  of  good  and  useful 
books — books  required  by  everybody,  yet  too  expensive 
to  be  possessed  by  the  ordinary  individual.  Certain  it  is 
that,  in  this  instance,  the  supply  has  very  largely  created 
the  demand. 

The  total  stock  now  consists  of  20,372  volumes,  repre- 
senting an  increase  of  1,343  during  the  year.  Of  the 
additions,  1,120  have  been  acquired  by  purchase,  178  have 
been  presented  by  the  generous  donors  whose  names 
appear  on  page  16  of  this  Report,  while  90  represent 
magazines  bound  after  use  in  the  Reading  and  Reference 
Rooms. 

Though  I  have  previously  dealt  with  our  work  among 
the  school  children,  it  is  a  matter  of  too  great  importance 
not  to  be  mentioned  in  this  Report.  The  work  has  been 
continued  with  marked  success,  no  fewer  than  48,942  books 
having  been  issued  from  the  "  Juvenile "  Library,  which, 
considering  the  great  distance  of  some  of  the  schools,  is  a 
decidedly  satisfactory  record,  and  eloquently  testifies  to  the 
avidity  for  reading  among  the  rising  generation. 

The  substitution  of  good  books  for  the  trashy  novelettes 
which  formerly  formed  so  large  a  part  of  the  children's 
recreative  reading  is  one  of  the  most  encouraging  features  in 
this  connection ;  it  also  evidences  the  need  for  extension — 
a  larger  stock  of  books,  and  facilities  whereby  the  children 
may  be  enabled  to  obtain  their  books  either  in  or  near  to 
the  school  they  attend. 

The  scheme  now  under  consideration  by  the  Education 
Committee  tends  to  this,  and  if  carried  out  will  be  an  enor- 
mous advantage  to  the  children,  and  will  help  to  make  the 
Library  a  more  important  and  necessary  part  of  the 
educational  work  of  the  district. 

The  work  at  Cann  Hall  has  been  of  a  more  satisfactory 
character  than  heretofore  :  2,657  books  have  been  issued, 
an  increase  of  611  on  the  year,  while  7,111  readers  have 
visited  the  Reading  Room. 
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It  gives  me  pleasure  to  again  testify  to  the  satisfactory 
manner  in  which  my  assistants  have  carried  out  their  work. 
Notwithstanding  that  the  work  has  enormously  increased 
since  any  addition  was  made  to  the  staff,  by  the  willing 
co-operation  of  those  who  serve  with  me,  every  emergency 
has  been  met. 

In  giving  reasons  for  the  phenomenal  success  of  the 
Library  I  incidentally  mentioned  that  the  notices  in  the 
Press  formed  an  important  factor,  and  for  the  courtesy  with 
which  the  editors  of  the  local  newspapers  have  always  lent 
their  columns  to  further  the  interests  of  the  Library,  they 
deserve,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  many  thanks. 

In  conclusion,  Gentlemen,  I  wish  to  express  my  deep 
sense  of  obligation  to  the  Chairman,  and  every  member  of 
this  Committee  for  their  assistance,  and  for  the  courteous 
consideration  at  all  times  given  to  any  matter  I  may  have 
suggested. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  MOON, 

Librarian. 
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TABLE  I. 

Number  and  Classification  of  Volumes  in  the  Library. 


Theology  and  Philosophy        ...  ...  ...  1014 

Science  and  Art            ...        ...  ...  ...  2027 

Sociology...        ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  520 

Prose  Fiction      ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  5332 

Poetry,  Classics,  and  the  Drama  ...  ...  473 

Biography,  History,  Voyages  and  Travels  ...  3025 

Juvenile  Literature       ...        ...  ...  ...  2054 

Magazines  and  Reviews          ...  ...  ...  424 

Miscellaneous  Literature         ...  ...  ...  641 

Reference  Library         ...        ...  ...  ...  4862 
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TABLE  IV. 

Percentages  of  Issues. 


CLASS. 


1902-3. 


1903-4. 


Theology  and  Philosophy   

Science  and  Art  ... 
Sociology  ... 
Prose  Fiction 

Classics,  Poetry  and  the  Drama 
Biography,  History,  Voyages  and  Travels 
Juvenile  Literature 
Magazines  ... 
Miscellaneous  Literature 
Reference  Library 


•996 

•96 

6-i6 

5-43 

•605 

•64 

52-41 

52-38 

•35 

•45 

4-06 

368 

25-31 

25-87 

3-44 

3-5 

1-22 

1*26 

5  "46 

5-88 

TABLE  V. 

Occupations  of  New  Borrowers,  1903-4. 


Accountants 

9 

Clerks,  Book-keepers,  &c. 

349 

Actuary  ... 

I 

Coach  Builder 

I 

Advertising  Inspector  ... 

I 

Coal  Merchants  ... 

2 

Agents  and  Collectors  ... 

19 

Coffee-house  Keepers  ... 

2 

Apprentices  and  Assistants 

39 

Commissionaire  ... 

I 

Artists  and  Designers  ... 

3 

Cooper 

I 

Auctioneers 

2 

Coppersmiths 

2 

Bakers 

3 

Cycle  Makers 

2 

Boat  Builder 

I 

Dairyman 

I 

Boot  Maker   

I 

Domestic  Servants 

20 

Brass  Finisher  ... 

I 

Drapers  and  Milliners  ... 

12 

Contractors 

6 

Draughtsmen 

3 

Brush  Maker 

I 

Dressmakers,  &c. 

57 

Builders  ... 

9 

Engineers,  Fitters,  &c.  ... 

41 

Butchers 

7 

Firemen  ... 

3 

Carmen  ... 

2 

Florists  and  Gardeners... 

5 

Carpenters  and  Joiners  ... 

16 

Foremen... 

8 

Chemists  and  Druggists 

8 

Gold  Stamper  ... 

I 

Civil  Servants  ... 

12 

Grocers  and  Oilmen 

23 

Clergy  and  Ministers  ... 

4 

Hairdressers 

4 

I 
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TABLE  V. 


Customs   and  Inland 

Revenue  Officers 

4 

Hosiers  ... 

2 

Ivory  Cutters   

2 

Journalists 

2 

Library  Assistants 

2 

Lighterman 

I 

Managers 

i6 

Manufacturers  ... 

2 

Mariner 

1 

Married  Women... 

258 

Musicians 

5 

XT 

Nurse 

I 

Office  Boys,  Messengers, 

&c.  ...   

12 

Painters  and  Plumbers.. 

13 

Paper  Stainer 

Pattern  Card  Mounter  ... 

I 

Pawnbroker 

I 

Photographer 

I 

Physician  and  Surgeon... 

1 

Picture-frame  Makers  ... 

3 

Police  Officers  ... 

5 

Polisher  ... 

I 

Porter  

I 

Printers,  Compositors,  &c. 

16 

jLUUllCdllb                   ...  ... 

2 

Publisher   

I 

Railway  Employees 

19 

Saddlers  

2 

Scholars  and  Students  ... 

827 

Schoolmasters,  Mistresses 

and  Teachers  ... 

165 

Shorthand  Writers  and 

Typists 

9 

Continued. 


bcientmc  Instrument 

Maker  ... 

I 

bmiths 

3 

Solicitor  ... 

I 

Sorters  ... 

2 

*              TV  /T      J  J                    TV  T  1 

Spring  Mattress  Maker... 

I 

Spring  Maker 

I 

Stamp  Maker 

I 

Stock  Jobber 

I 

Storekeepers  and  Time- 

keepers 

5 

Surveyors 

3 

Swimming  Instructress... 

I 

iailors,  iailoresses,  Cut- 

ters, &c. 

16 

Tea  Sampler 

I 

Telegraphists 

1 1 

Tie  Maker 

I 

Timber  Merchant 

I 

Tobacconists 

2 

1  raveiiers           ...  ... 

37 

Upholsterers 

2 

Waiters,  Waitresses,  &c. 

8 

Warehousemen  and 

Salesmen 

32 

Watchmakers  and 

Jewellers 

2 

Wheelwrights 

2 

Not  stated   

449 

2644 


TABLE  VI. 

Ages  of  Borrowers  enrolled  during  the  year. 


Under  1 8  years         ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  1131 

From  18  to  25  years ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  419 

n     25  „  30    „    220 

n        30        35  „   

n     35     40    H2 

M     40  „  45    „    105 

»     45  „  50    64 

n       50  „   60     „     69 

,,     60  upwards     ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  49 

Not  stated    274 

2644 


TABLE  VII. 

Tickets  withdrawn  or  cancelled  during  the  year. 


Borrowers  left  the  district    ...       ...  ...  ...  ...  119 

deceased  ...       ...       ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Guarantors  withdrawn         ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

„          left  the  district  ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

„          deceased...       ...       ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cancelled,  expired,  and  not  called  for  ...  ...  ...  2404 
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SUMMARY. 


Days  the  Library  was  open 

245 

Books  issued 

189,198 

Average  daily  issue 

772-23 

Largest                   March  31st,  1904 

1,362 

Smallest                 July  loth,  1903  ... 

362 

Average  monthly  issue  ... 

15.766-5 

Largest                   „    March,  1904  ... 

19,790 

Smallest      ,,           „    June,  1903 

7,350 

Number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,  March  31st,  1903 

19,029 

„              „       added  by  purchase 

1.095 

,          „       gift  ... 

124 

magazines  bound  ... 

90 

pamphlets  purchased 

25 

„              „  presented 

54 

Total  number  added  during  the  year  ... 

1,388 

Withdrawn  from  circulation  ... 

45 

Net  increase 

^.343 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  Library,  March  3 1  st,  1 904 

20,372 

Books  lost  and  paid  for  by  borrowers 

14 

Books  taken  away  by  borrowers  and  paid  for  by 

guarantors  ... 

4 

Books  worn  out  and  replaced  ... 

595 

Notices  posted  for  overdue  books 

788 

Borrowers  on  Register,  March  31st,  1903 

5.757 

„         registered  during  the  year 

2,644 

„         cards  cancelled  or  expired 

2,546 

Net  increase 

98 

Total  number  of  borrowers  on  Register 

5,856 

DONORS  TO  THE  LIBRARY,  1903-4. 


Vols.  Pamphlets. 

Anonymously       ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  i 

Bailey,  Sir  William  H.,  Sale  Hall,  Cheshire  ...  i 

Board  of  Trade,  Labour  Department  ...        ...  5 

Brand,  Mr.  F.  J.,  Ilford   i 

Bristol  University  College        ...        ...        ...  i 

British  Museum,  Bloomsbury    ...        ...        ...  6 

,,         South  Kensington    ...        ...  2 

Browne,  Messrs.  T.  B.,  &  Co.,  Queen  Victoria 

Street,  E.C.  ...       ...                 ...       ...  i 

Canadian  Manufacturers'  Association,  Toronto  i 

Cape  Colony,  Secretary  for  Agriculture         ...  i 

Cheek,  Mr.  H.  B.,  Leytonstone          ...       ...  i 

Choate,  Hon.  Joseph  H.,  American  Ambassador  4 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  Manchester  ...  i 

Comyn,  Mr.  C.  A.,  Leyton       ..        ...       ...  6 

Daily  Chronicle,"  Pubhshers  of    i  map. 

Doveton,  Mr.  F.  B.  (The  Author),  per  Messrs. 

Baker  &  Son,  Clifton         ...       ...       ...  i 

Duncan,  Mr.  D.  R.,  Leyton      ...        ...        ...  i 

Gannon,  Mr.  J.  P.  (The  Author),  per  Messrs. 

T.  Fisher  Unwin      ...        ...        ...        ...  i 

Gerish,  Mr.  W.  B.,  Bishop's  Stortford   i 

Glenny,  Mr.  W.  W.,  Barking   i 

Gould,  Mr.  L  C,  Loughton      ...       ...       ...  i 

Great  Yarmouth,  Corporation  of         ...        ...  i 

Head,  Mr.  B.,  per  Messrs.  R.  Brimley  Johnson  i 

Hills,  Mr.  H.,  B.Sc,  B.A.,  Leyton    i 

Holmes,  Mrs.,  Leyton    ...        ...       ...        ...  2 

Jessett,  Mr.  M.  G.,  Enfield       ...   i 

Layton,  Messrs.  C.  &  E.,  Farringdon  Street,  E.C.  i 

Leaver,  Mr.  J.,  Leyton   ...        ...        ...        ...  i 

Levy,  Miss  J.,  Leytonstone        ..        ...        ...  i  piece  of  music. 

London  Directory  Co.,  Abchurch  Lane,  E.C.  i 
London    Society   for    Promoting  Christianity 

among  the  Jews      ...       ...       ...       ...  i 

Mather  &  Crowther,  Messrs.,    New  Bridge 

Street,  E.C.  ...        ...       ...        ...        ...  i 

Morgan,    Mr.    D.   J.,    M.P.  (Parliamentary 

Papers,  etc.)  ..        ...        ...        ...        ...  140 

Natal,  Agent-General  for          ...        ...         ..  i 

National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty 

to  Children    ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  i 

National  Union  of  Teachers    I 
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DONORS.-Continued. 

Vols.  Pamphlets. 

New  South  Wales,  Agent-General  for  ...        ...  i 

New  Zealand,  Agent-General  for        ...        ...  6  i 

and  14  parts  of  the  "  New  Zealand  Mines  Record." 

Perry,  Messrs.  W.  &  Co.,  Crutched  Friars,  E.G.  i 

Preece,  Mr.  G.,  Stoke  Newington  Public  Library  i 

Pritchard,  Mr.  C.  H.  (The  Author),  Walthamstow  i 

Prosser,  Mr.  R.  B.,  Dartmouth  Park  Road,  N.W.  i 

Shadrake,  Mr.  W.  G.,  Peyton   i 

Smith,  Mr.  W.,  Town  HaU,  Colchester 

Society  of  Accountants  and  Auditors  ...        ...  i 

Stubbs'  Publishing  Co.,  New  Broad  Street,  E.G.  i 

Sturdy,  Mr.  F.  J.,  Finsbury  Pavement,  E.G.  ...  2 

Stationery  Office,  H.M.  (Parliamentary  Papers, 

&c.)    39 

Swansea,  Corporation  of ...        ...        ...        ...  i 

Tonic  Solfa  College.  Finsbury  Square,  E.G.  ...  i 

Vincent,  Mr.  R.,  Leyton           ...    18 

Walthamstow  School  Board    i 

West  Ham  Board  of  Guardians          ...        ...  i 

West  Ham  Public  Library  Committee...        ...  i 

Western  Australia,  Agent-General  for  ...        ...  3 

Worshipful  Company  of  Plumbers       ...  i 

Reports,  Catalogues,  &c.,  from  the  following  Public  Libraries 
and  Institutions  : — 

Aberdeen,  Accrington,  Acton,  Arbroath,  Ashton-under- 
Lyne,  Aston  Manor,  Bangor  (U.S.A.),  Battersea,  Belfast 
(Public  Library),  Belfast  (Linen  Hall  Library),  Birmingham, 
Bishopsgate  Institute,  Blackburn,  Bolton,  Bournemouth, 
Brentford,  Brighouse,  Bristol,  Bury,  Cambridge  (U.S.A.), 
Cardiff,  Chicago,  Chiswick,  Chorley,  Clitheroe,  Colchester, 
Cork,  Croydon,  Derby,  Dewsbury,  Dunkinfield,  Ealing,  Evan- 
ston,  Folkestone,  Fulham,  Gloucester,  Great  Yarmouth, 
Hammersmith,  Hanley,  Hartlepool,  Hornsey,  Hove,  Hyde, 
Kensal  Rise,  Kilburn,  Leeds,  Longton,  Loughborough,  New 
South  Wales,  New  York  (U.S.A.),  Newark,  Paterson  (U.S.A.), 
Perth,  Plymouth,  Port  Elizabeth,  Preston,  Richmond,  St.  Paul 
(U.S.A.),  Salem  (U.S.A.),  Scranton  (U.S.A.),  Shoreditch, 
Stafford,  Stockport,  Stoke  Newington^  Swindon  (GAV.R. 
Mechanics'  Institution),  Taunton  (U.S.A.),  Tottenham, 
Twickenham,  Tynemouth,  W^althamstow,  Wandsworth,  West 
Bromwich,  West  Ham,  Westminster,  Willesden  Green,  Wim- 
bledon, Worcester,  York, 


2  prints. 
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MEMORABILIA. 


Area  of  the  district  ... 

2491  acres 

Population 

100,000 

Rateable  Value 

Xa.v_/Lo     ctLlwlJLOLl                          •«•  ••• 

IN  UVtJlllUci  ,  ioy2 

Librarian  appointed  ... 

July,  1892 

Lending  Library  opened 

June,  1893 

Reference  Library  and  Reading  Room  opened 

February,  1897 

Children's  Library  opened  ... 

...    March,  1897 

Branch  Reading  Room,  Cann  Hall,  opened 

May,  1898 

Book  Delivery  Station            „  „ 

February,  1899 

J,           „  Leytonstone 

Depember,  1899 

„           ,,  closed 

June, 1901 

LEYTON 
URBAN   DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 

Committee  and  Officers,  1905. 


Committee  : 

Councillor  A.  W.  GOLIGHTLY  {Vice-Chainiian  of  the  Council),  Chairman. 
Councillor  H.  HEATHER,  J. P.,  Chairtnan  of  the  Conncil  {ex-officio). 

C(;UNCiLLOR  E.  C.  PITTAM. 
Councillor  R.  W.  PUDUICOMBE. 
Councillor  D.  M.  SMITH. 
Councillor  H.  J.  TGiMLINS. 
Councillor  W.  J.  UPTON. 


Councillor  H.  BENTON. 
Councillor  A.  E.  DOLDEN. 
Councillor  W.  A.  HURRY. 
Councillor  T.  W.  MITCHELL. 
Councillor  C.  G.  MUSGRAVE, 
E.C.C. 


Soi_/c/ro/?   AND   Clerk   to   the    Council.  : 

Mr.  R.  VINCENT. 

Chief    Librarian  : 

Z.  MOON,  F.R.Hist.S. 

Sub-Librarian  : 

W.  B.  YOUNG. 

Assistants  : 

W.  H.  SUNLEY.  J.  D.  PERRY. 

Miss  J.  B.  MOON.  Miss  L.  DIXON.  Miss  K.  PITTAM. 
S.  R.  PIKE  W.  E.  KING.  F.  KIDMAN. 


Porter  : 

J.  F.  GOODINGS. 


Report  of  the  Iiibpapy  Committee. 


The  Committee  again  report  continued  success  of  the  Public 
Library  and  Reading  Rooms. 

An  exhaustive  Report  of  the  Librarian  we  herewith  append, 
from  which  the  public  will  be  able  to  glean  much  interesting  infor- 
mation concerning  the  work  to  be  done. 

One  of  our  new  Branch  Libraries  is  now  in  course  of  erection 
in  Lea  Bridge  Road,  and  we  hope  to  commence  the  other  one  in 
Leytonstone  very  shortly. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee  and  the  public,  I  desire  to  place 
on  record  sincere  thanks  to  Mr.  Edward  Jones  for  his  generous  gift 
of  land  for  the  Lea  Bridge  Branch. 

An  entire  absence  of  complaint  from  any  source,  again  enables 
us  to  record  our  appreciation  of  the  manner  in  which  the  whole  of 
our  staff  discharge  their  duties. 


A.  W.  GOLIGHTLY, 

Chairman. 


liibraFian's  fliinaal  Report, 

1904-5. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Library 
Committee. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  Twelfth  Annual 
Report  on  the  work  of,  and  events  connected  with  the  Leyton 
Public  Library.  In  last  year's  statement  it  was  my  privilege 
to  report  that  Mr,  Carnegie  had  promised  the  sum  of  Eight 
Thousand  Pounds  Sterling  (^8,000)  for  the  erection  of  two 
branch  libraries  within  the  district,  conditionally  upon  Parlia- 
mentary powers  being  obtained  to  increase  the  Library  Rate, 
and  sites  being  provided  free  of  any  charge  upon  the  Library 
funds. 

The  first  and  most  important  of  these  conditions  has  now 
been  complied  with,  and  as  to  the  second,  a  parcel  of  land 
having  a  frontage  of  100  feet  and  a  depth  of  nearly  200  feet 
has  been  generously  given  by  Mr.  Edward  Jones  for  the 
branch  in  the  Lea  Bridge  district.  Plans  for  this  building 
having  been  prepared  by  the  Architect  and  approved  by  the 
Council,  arrangements  are  now  being  made  for  commencing 
building  operations.  As  to  the  Leytonstone  Branch,  it  is  hoped 
that  a  site  will  soon  be  secured,  and  that  equal  generosity  will 
be  experienced  in  the  matter  as  has  been  shown  by  Mr.  Jones. 

I  now  turn  to  the  actual  work  of  the  Library,  and,  as  in 
previous  years,  I  have  included  in  this  Report  a  series  of  tables 
illustrative  of  the  stock,  borrowers,  issues,  etc. 

In  addition  to  a  large  number  of  books  which  have  been 
purchased  for  the  branches,  the  stock  of  the  Central  Library 
has  been  increased  from  20,372  to  22^012  volumes,  no  fewer 
than  206  of  these  having  been  presented  during  the  year. 
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Public  announcement  of  the  additions  having  aheady 
been  made,  it  would  be  superfluous  to  enumerate  them  here. 
Reference  must,  however,  be  made  to  the  acquisition  of  the 
various  documents  formerly  in  the  possession  of  the  Overseers, 
now,  for  the  first  time,  rendered  available  for  public  use.  These 
comprise  documents  and  records  of  paramount  importance  to 
Leyton's  future  historians,  and  of  great  interest  to  the  lover  of 
the  curious. 

Among  the  changes  in  our  economy  has  been  the  exten- 
sion of  the  lime  allowed  for  reading  books  borrowed  from  all 
classes  of  literature  except  fiction  and  juvenile.  This  alteration 
has  had  the  natural  result  of  reducing  the  issues  from  the  sec- 
tions affected,  though  not  to  such  an  extent  as  was  anticipated, 
the  total  output  for  the  year  being  179,142^  as  compared  with 
189,198  last  year. 

The  period  allowed  for  reading  having  been  doubled,  has 
done  away  with  the  necessity  for  renewal,  consequently  the  re- 
cord of  an  issue  is  lost.  A  fair  average  for  this  might  be  to 
suppose  a  reduction  of  one  half  the  issue;  but  taking  the  more 
modest  figure  of  one  fourth,  and  excluding  fiction  altogether 
from  our  reckoning,  it  shows  a  very  real  and  a  very  consider- 
able increase. 

Very  important  factors  in  bringing  the  contents  of  the 
Library  under  the  readers'  notice  are  the  periodical  issue  of 
lists  of  books  on  topical  subjects,  and  special  class  lists,  as 
well  as  the  regular  announcement  of  additions  published  in 
our  "  Library  Magazine."  The  counter  catalogues  being  also 
kept  quite  up  to  date,  readers  have  every  facility  of  knowing 
what  the  library  really  contains. 

As  to  the  borrowers,  of  which  over  2,500  new  ones  have 
been  enrolled,  reference  to  tables  V.  and  VL  will  show  that 
they  are  persons  representing  nearly  every  trade  and  profes- 
sion, and  of  all  ages.  Their  geographical  distribution  is  as 
follows  : — 

Cann  Hall      ...        ...        ...        ...  405 

Harrow  Green  ...       ...       ...  346 

Leyton  ...        ...        ...        ...  968 

Leytonstone   ...       ...       ...       ...  799 


2,518 


1 


In  addition  to  those  who  have  used  the  Libraries,  221,117 
readers  have  visited  the  Central,  and  7,054  the  Cann  Hall 
Reading  Room. 

Mr.  Hatton's  appointment  as  Librarian  of  the  Lower  Syden- 
ham Branch  of  the  Lewisham  Public  Libraries,  Mr.  Shepherd's 
transferance  to  the  Rate  Office,  and  the  preparatory  arrange- 
ments for  the  Branch  Libraries  have  rendered  necessary  both 
changes  and  additions  to  the  staff,  every  member  of  which  has 
worked  loyally  and  well  in  an  attempt  to  further  the  use  and 
popularity  of  the  institution. 

It  is  but  a  highly  deserved  compliment  that  mention 
should  be  made  of  the  kindness  and  assistance  rendered  by  the 
Editors  of  the  Press,  who,  with  an  unvarying  courtesy  have 
lent  their  columns  to  the  promotion  and  success  of  the  Library, 
while  to  the  Chairman  and  every  member  of  this  Committee 
my  thanks  are  due  for  the  kind  consideration  and  support  they 
have  afforded  me  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Z  MOON, 

Lihv  avian. 


March  3Ut,  1905. 
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TABLE  I. 

Number  and  Classification  of  Volumes  in  the  Library. 


Theology  and  Philosophy 

1098 

Science  and  Art  ... 

...  2163 

Sociology  ... 

...  582 

Prose  Fiction 

...  5779 

Poetry,  Classics,  and  the  Drama 

...  484 

Biography,  History,  Voyages  and  Travels 

...  3290 

Juvenile  Literature 

2203 

Magazines 

...  45« 

Miscellaneous  Literature... 

704 

Reference  Library 

•••  5251 
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TABLE  IV. 


Percentages  of  Issues. 


CLASS. 

1903-4. 

1904-5. 

X  IJCwlUgy   dllU.    X  lllHJo>JjJllj  ...              ...  ... 

yo 

0  z  ^ 

Science  and  Art 

5'43 

4-98 

Sociology  ... 

•64 

•526 

Prose  Fiction 

52-38 

5578 

Poetry,  Classics  and  the  Drama  ... 

■45 

'•439 

Biography,  History,  Voyages  and  Travels 

3-68 

3'4i 

Juvenile  Literature... 

25-87 

25*21 

Magazines  ... 

278 

Miscellaneous  Literature  ... 

1-26 

1-02 

Reference  Library  ... 

5-88 

5 '002 

TABLE  V. 

Occupations  of  Borrowers  enrolled,  1904-5. 


Accountants 

15 

Clergy,  Missioners,  &c.  ... 

7 

Actors 

2 

Clerks,  Book-keepers,  &c. 

392 

Agents  and  Collectors  ... 
Apprentices  and  Assistants 

18 

Confectioners 

4 

24 

Contractor 

I 

Architects  and  Surveyors.. 

4 

Corn  Dealers,  &c. 

3 

Artists  and  Designers 

6 

Cricketer  ... 

I 

Auctioneer 

I 

Customs  and  Inland 

Bass  Dresser 

I 

Revenue  Officials 

3 

Beer  Retailers 

2 

Cycle  Makers 

4 

Blacksmith 

I 

Dentist 

1 

Boiler  Makers 

5 

Dock  Official   

I 

Bookbinders 

4 

Domestic  Servants 

8 

Boot  and  Shoe  Makers  ... 

8 

Drapers  and  Milliners  ... 

32 

Bricklayers 

5 

Draughtsmen 

4 

Builders  ... 

2 

Dressmakers 

26 

Caretakers 

3 

Electricians 

10 

Carmen  ... 

3 

Engine  Drivers  &  Firemen 

4 

Carpenters  and  Joiners  .. 

18 

Engineers... 

19 

Chemists  ... 

12 

Engravers  and  Etchers  ... 

7 

Civil  Servants 

13 

Foremen  ... 

2 

12 


TABLE  v.— Continued. 


Furrier     ...  ... 

J 

y 

Groom 

Hairdressers 

2 

Hatters 

Instrument  Maker 

I 

Tvnrv  Wnrlcprs 

2 

Toiirna  lists 

c 
J 

Lamplighter  ... 

J 

Library  Assistants 

A 
•H- 

TVTaphimsts 

Managers 

2 

Ma  rinprs 

2 

Married  Women  . . 

2Qd. 

Mprrha  nts 

5 

Metal  Worker 

I 

TV/ffil-pr  Tnsnprtnr 

IVXv^UCi    XlloLJCv^tVJl     ...                •  •  . 

T 

IVTiisiPians  and  M^iisir 

Teachers 

8 

Nurses 

D 

Office  Boys  and  Messengers 

T  C 

Oilmen 

zi 

Ontiria  n 

vyuLii^icxii    ...          ...  ... 

T  1 
^  1 

Painters  and  Decorators... 

12 

Pensioners 

2 

Photographers 

2 

Pianoforte  Manufacturer... 

I 

Plasterers ... 

3 

Platelayer... 

Plumbers  and  Gasfitters... 

8* 

Police  Constables 

3 

Post  Office  Officials       ...  lo 

Printers  and  Compositors..  17 

Private  Detectives         ...  2 

Railway  Employees       ...  8 

Registry  Office  Keepers...  2 

Sanitary  Inspector         ...  i 

Scholars  and  Students    ...  655 
Schoolmasters,  Mistresses 

and  Teachers  ...       ...  149 

Shopkeepers  &  Assistants  11 
Shorthand  Writers  and 

Typists         ...        ...  15 

Solicitors  ...        ...        ...  3 

Stationers...        ...        ...  3 

Stewards  and  Stewardesses  2 

Surgeons  ...        ...        ...  2 

Tailors,  Cutters,  &c.      ...  7 

Telegraphists      ...        ...  6 

Telephone  Operators     ...  2 

Tobacconists       ...        ...  3 

Travellers...        ...        ...  23 

Waiters,  Waitresses,  &c....  8 

Warehousemen  and  Sales- 
men     ...        ...        ...  26 

Watchmakers  &  Jewellers  5 

Window  Cleaner...        ...  i 

"  X  "  Ray  Operator       ...  i 

Yacht  Outfitter   i 

Not  stated          ...  465 

2518 
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TABLE  VI. 

Ages  of  Borrowers  enrolled  during  the  year. 


Under  1 8  years  of  age          ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  1033 

From  18  to  25  years  ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  419 

»    25  „  30    „    235 

n       30    „    35  n   

M    35  n  40    „    142 

n    40  „  45    n    99 

45    n    50      n    63 

„  50    60  „    56 

60  upwards  ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  27 

Not  stated       ...  ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  269 


2518 


TABLE  VII. 

Tickets  withdrawn  or  cancelled  during  the  year. 


Borrowers  left  the  District      ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  144 

,j       deceased     ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Guarantors  withdrawn...        ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

,,         deceased  ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  i 

Cancelled,  expired,  and  not  called  for  ...  ...  ...  2983 


SUMMARY. 


Days  the  Library  was  open 
Books  issued 
Average  daily  issue 
Largest  April  7th,  1904 

Smallest  July  8th,  1904 

Average  monthly  is>ue 
Largest  „    March,  1905 

Smallest      „  June,  1904 

Number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,  March  31st,  1904 
„  added  by  purchase  1,403 

gift       ...  160 


magazines  bound 
pamphlets  purchased 
„  presented 


Total  number  added  during  the  year 
Withdrawn  from  circulation 


96 

46 

1,718 
78 


Net  increase 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,  March  31st,  1905 

Books  lost  and  paid  for  by  borrowers 

Books  worn  out  and  replaced 

Notices  sent  for  overdue  books  ... 

Borrowers  on  Register,  March  31st,  1904 

,,  registered  during  the  year  2,518 
,,         cards  cancelled  or  expired  3>i39 

Decrease  ... 

Total  number  of  borrowers  on  Register,  March  31st,  1905 


245 
179,142 
731-19 
1,200 

398 
14,928-5 
17,582 
6,S24 
20,372 


1,64c 
22,0]  2 

13 

680 
861 
5.856 


62 1 
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DONORS  TO  THE  LIBRARY,  1904-5. 


Anonymous 

Ay  ton,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Leyton  

Best,  Rev.  K.  Digby  (The  Author),  Brompton 
Oratory 

Boulton,  Mr.  W.,  Junior,  Leytonstone  ... 
British  Museum  Trustees  ... 

Burleigh,  Mr.  Thomas,  Strand  ...  ... 

Canterbury  Chamber  of  Trades  ... 
Choate,  Hon.  Joseph  H.,  American  Ambassador 
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  Ltd.,  Manchester 
Davey,  Mr.,  Leyton 

Dawson,  Mr.  W.,  Town  Hall,  Leyton   

Farrer,  Dowager  Lady 
Fisher,  Messrs.,  Eden,  &  Co. 

Gerish,  Mr.  W.  B.,  Bishop's  Stortford   

Great  Eastern  Railway  Company 
Groser,  Mr.  W.  H.,  Sunday  School  Union 
Harper  &  Bros.,  Messrs.,  London 
Hennah,  Mr.  Councillor,  Leyton... 

Holdgate,  Mr.  R.,  Leyton   

Labour  Department,  Board  of  Trade 
Layton,  Messrs.  C  &  E.,  56,  Farringdon  Street,  E.C. 
Locks,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Leytonstone 
London  Directory  Company,  Limited,  Abchurch 
Lane,  E.C. 


Promoting  Christianity 
Messrs.,    New  Bridge 
M.P.  (Parliamentary 


London    Society  for 

amongst  the  Jews 
Mather  &  Crowther, 

Street,  E.C.  ... 
Morgan,    Mr,    D.  J. 

Papers,  etc.)  

Musgrave,  Mr,  Alderman  (Minutes  of  Court  of 

Arbitration,  Metropolis  Water  Act,  in  parts) 
National  British  Women's  Temperance  Association 
National  Union  of  Teachers 

New  South  Wales,  Agent-General  for   

New  Zealand,  Agent-General  for... 

Palmer,  Miss,  Leyton 

Palmer,  Mr.  C  F.  (The  Author),  U.S.A. 

Religious  Tract  Society 

Shorter,  Mr,  N.,  Leytonstone 

Society  of  Accountants  and  Auditors  ... 

South  Australia,  Agent-General  for 


Is.  Pamphlets. 


I 

6 


29 


1 1 

7 
I 


21 
I 
I 


DONORS— Continued. 


Vols.  Pamphlets. 

Truscott,    Messrs.    J.,    &    Son,    Ltd.,  Suffolk 

Lane,  E.G.    ...       ...        ...        ...       ...  i 

University  College,  Bristol         ...       ...       ...  i 

University  Tutorial  Press...        ...        ...        ...  i 

Walthamstow  Education  Committee      ...        ...  2 

H.M.  Stationerry  Office  (Parliamentary  Papers, 

etc.)    423 


Reports,  Catalogues,  etc.,  from  the  following  Public  Libraries 
and  Institutions : — 

Aberdeen,  Accrington,  Acton,  Arbroath,  Ashton-under-Lyne, 
Aston  Manor,  Bangor  (U.S.A.),  Barrow-in-Furness,  Battersea, 
Belfast,  Belfast  Linen  Hall  Library,  Birmingham,  Bishopsgate 
Institute,  Blackburn,  Bolton,  Bootle,  Bournemouth,  Brighton, 
Bristol,  Bury,  Buxton,  Cambridge  (U.S.A.),  Cardiff,  Cheltenham, 
Chicago  (U.S.A.),  Chiswick,  Chorley,  Clitheroe,  Colchester, 
Cripplegate  Institute,  Croydon,  Derby,  Detroit  (U.S.A.),  Dews- 
bury,  Dunkinfield,  Ealing,  Eastbourne,  Finsbury,  Folkestone, 
Fulham,  Gloucester,  Gosport  and  Alverstoke,  Hammersmith, 
Hanley,  Hartlepool,  Hindley,  Hornsey,  Hove,  Hyde,  Kensal 
Rise,  Kilburn,  Kingston-on-Thames,  Leeds,  Leicester.  Lincoln, 
Longton,  Loughborough,  New  South  Wales,  New  York,  Newark- 
on-Trent,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  Norwich,  Paterson  (U.S.A.), 
Perth,  Plymouth,  Port  Elizabeth,  Portsmouth,  Preston,  Richmond 
(Surrey),  Rochdale,  St.  Paul  (U.S.A.),  Salem  (U.S.A.),  Scranton 
(U.S.A.),  Shoreditch,  Stafford,  Stockport,  Stoke  Newington, 
Tottenham,  Twickenham,  Tynemouth,  Walthamstow,  Wands- 
worth, West  Bromwich,  West  Ham,  Westminster,  Willesden 
Green,  Worcester,  Wimbledon,  Yarmouth,  York. 


MEMORABILIA. 


/Ilea  oi  ine  uihirict                ...        ...  ••• 

1.  KJlJLH<Xl>l\JLL               •••                                          ...                  ...  ••• 

103,000 

J^x  CI,  l/V_xCC  LJ IV^      VCIXLIV^                       •••                  ...                  *•.  ••• 

Acts  adopted  

November,  1893 

Librarian  appointed  ... 

July,  1892 

Lending  Library  opened 

June,  1893 

Reference  Library  and  Reading  Room  opened 

February,  1897 

Children's  Library  opened  ... 

March,  1897 

Branch  Reading  Room,  Cann  Hall,  opened 

May,  1898 

Book  Delivery  Station  ,, 

...  February,  1899 

„          „          ,,       Leytonstone  „ 

December,  1899 

„          „                        „  closed 

June,  1901 

FORM  OF  BF 


I  give  a7id  bequeath  to  the  Feyto7i  Urban 
Distinct  Council  in  the  County  of  Essex,  out  of 
stich  part  of  my  pcrsoiial  estate  as  may  lawfully 
be    appropinated  for   the    pui^pose,    the    sum  of 


free  from  Fegacy  Duty,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Public  Library  of  the  said  Cotmcil,  to  be  expeiided 
in  such  maimer  as  they  may  deem  expedient  for 
the  enlargeinent  and  greater  efficiency  of  the  said 
Library, 


Donations  may  be  notified  to  the  Librarian, 
Ptiblic  Library,  Leyton,  and  will  be  gladly  received 
and  acknowledged  by  the  Committee. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Library 
Committee, 

Gentlemen, — 

I  have  the  honour  of  laying  before  you  my  Thirteenth 
Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Leyton  Public  Libraries. 
The  year  under  review  has  been  one  of  the  most  eventful  and 
successful  in  the  history  of  the  Library,  and  has  witnessed  an 
eminently  satisfactory  extension  of  the  work,  in  that  the  new 
Branch  Library  at  Lea  Bridge  Road  has  come  into  beings 
and  already  gives  proof  of  its  usefulness. 

The  need  for  at  least  two  such  branch  establishments 
has  long  been  felt.  Mr.  Carnegie's  munificent  offer  in  1904, 
of  ;^8,000,  made  these  desiderata  possible.  Mr.  Edward 
Joneses  generous  gift  of  an  eligible  site  on  the  Lea  Bridge 
Road,  warranted  the  erection  of  the  building  without  undue 
anxiety  or  wearying  delay. 

The  foundation  stone  of  the  new  Library  was  laid  by 
Mr.  Councillor  Golightly  (then  Chairman  of  the  Library 
Committee)  on  the  30th  September ;  and  in  the  presence  of 
a  large  and  representative  gathering  of  people  interested  in 
the  Library  movement,  the  building  was  formally  opened  on 
the  7th  of  April  by  the  then  Chairman  of  the  Council, 
H.  Heather,  Esq. 

By  kind  permission  of  the  Editor  of  the  Leyton  Inde- 
pendent, a  resume  of  the  proceedings  on  those  occasions  is 
given  in  subsequent  pages  of  this  Report. 
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With  regard  to  the  building — it  speaks  for  itself — the 
architecture  is  pleasing,  the  rooms  are  well  lighted  and 
■convenient,  amply  providing  for  all  our  immediate  require- 
ments, while  the  grounds  in  the  rear  form  a  pleasing  oasis 
in  a  rapidly  developing  locality,  and  will  make  any  extensions 
the  future  may  demand   easily  possible. 

With  regard  to  the  second  branch  provided  for  in  Mr. 
•Carnegie's  donation,  a  suitable  site  has  been  obtained  on  the 
Leytonstone  High  Road,  through  the  acquisition  by  the  Coun- 
cil of  the  estate  known  as  Park  House — long  the  home  of  one 
of  the  ancient  and  noble  families  of  the  County  of  Essex. 
Towards  the  cost  of  this  house  and  grounds  the  sum  of 
;j^^293  6s.  6d.  has  been  received  by  means  of  voluntary 
contributions.  A  further  sum  of  ;^81  13s.  6d.  is  still 
required,  which  it  is  hoped  will  shortly  be  forthcoming,  so 
that  the  necessary  alterations  may  be  proceeded  with  at  once, 
without  even  temporary  embarrassment  of  the  Library  funds. 

Coming  to  the  ordinary  work  of  the  Libraries,  it  is  with 
much  gratification  I  report  a  year  of  steady  progress.  The 
tables  of  statistics  which  follow  will  show  how  highly  these 
Libraries  are  appreciated,  and  how  the  facilities  they  afford 
for  recreative  reading,  for  scientific  study,  and  for  the  almost 
innumerable  purposes  of  literary  research,  are  taken  advan- 
tage of  by  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
•district. 

The  total  number  of  volumes  issued  during  the  year  is 
by  far  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  institution,  being  more 
than  13,000  in  advance  of  the  total  issue  of  the  preceding 
year.  It  is  the  more  satisfactory  that  this  increase  is  dis- 
tributed over  nearly  all  the  sections  into  which  the  volumes 
of  the  Library  are  classified.  The  issues  in  Theology  and 
Philosophy,  History,  Biography  and  Travel,  Science  and 
Art,  as  well  as  Fiction  and  Juvenile  literature,  all  show 
substantial  increase. 

The  Reading  Room  at  the  Central  Library  maintains  its 
hold  on  the  interest  of  the  public,  and  it  is  significant  of 
much  that  so  large  a  portion  of  the  readers  seek  the  table 
•devoted  to  scientific  literature.  210,986  have  visited  the 
room  during  the  year. 
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The  Reading  Rooms  at  Lea  Bridge  have  from  the  open- 
ing been  well  patronised,  and  doubtless  during  the  winter 
months  will  become  increasingly  so. 

The  Reading  Room  and  Book  Delivery  Station  at  Cann 
Hall  has  always  been  regarded  as  of  a  tentative  and  tempor- 
ary character.  The  building  and  the  position  of  the  building 
alike  militate  against  any  great  advancement  of  our  work. 
That  as  many  as  4,948  have  visited  the  room  as  readers 
during  the  year,  is  in  these  circumstances  gratifying,  while 
it  emphasises  the  need  for  the  speedy  completion  of  a 
thoroughly  equipped  Branch  Library  in  that  locality. 

As  in  former  years  lists  of  books  on  subjects  which  have 
forced  themselves  on  the  public  mind  have  been  issued  and 
posted  in  the  Library,  and  as  illustrating  how  such  lists  are 
valued  it  may  be  mentioned  that  during  the  week  immediately 
following  the  death  and  burial  of  the  late  Sir  Henry  Irving, 
levery  book  in  the  Library  bearing  on  the  life  and  work  of 
this  Prince  of  the  British  Stage  was  in  circulation. 

The  Library  Magazine  has  been  continued  through  the 
year,  and  has  furnished  a  convenient  means  for  bringing 
before  the  readers'  notice  an  annotated  list  of  the  latest 
additions  to  our  stock.  Whilst  nothing  like  an  exhaustive 
review  of  the  new  books  has  been,  or  could  be,  attempted, 
brief  notes  have  been  appended,  which  have  served  to  call 
attention  to  the  principal  additions,  and  to  indicate  the  nature 
of  their  contents.  A  good  book  may  have  an  unattractive 
or  unsuggestive  title,  and  we  are  convinced  from  many 
quarters  that  this  "  Readers'  Guide  "  is  fulfilling  the  purpose 
of  its  origin,  and  helping  to  make  the  Library  what  is  our 
wish  that  it  should  increasingly  become,  an  eflficient  factor 
.in  the  higher  education  of  the  district. 

The  new  Catalogue  is  now  ready  for  the  hands  of  the 
printers,  and  will,  it  is  hoped,  shortly  be  on  sale.  This  will 
be  an  up-to-date  supplement  to  the  General  Catalogue  now 
in  use,  and  a  complete  list  of  the  books  at  present  in  the 
two  Branch  Libraries.  Its  possession  will  greatly  facilitate 
the  selection  of  books  desired  by  our  steadily  increasing 
<:lientele. 
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Since  the  last  Annual  Report  was  presented,  we  have 
lost  the  valuable  services  of  the  Sub-Librarian,  Mr.  W.  B. 
Young,  who  has  been  appointed  Librarian  of  the  newly 
established  Public  Library  at  Erith. 

His  removal  and  the  increased  work  involved  in  the 
preparation  for,  and  the  work  of  the  new  branches  have 
necessitated  sundry  additions  to  the  staff,  every  member  of 
which  has  worked  loyally  and  well,  and  striven  to  discharge 
their  duties  in  a  thorough  and  courteous  manner.  Each  one, 
I  am  convinced,  shares  with  me  a  high  sense  of  the  import- 
ance of  his  work,  and  has  striven  to  increase  the  usefulness 
and  popularity  of  the  institution. 

I  would  again  thank  those  ladies  and  gentlemen  who 
have  presented  books  to  the  Library,  and  those  editors  and 
proprietors  of  newspapers  and  magazines  with  which  our 
tables  have  been  gratuitously  furnished.  Nor  would  I  fail' 
to  record  my  sense  of  the  service  rendered  by  the  editors  of 
our  local  papers,  who  have  with  unvarying  courtesy  lent  their 
columns  to  advance  the  interests  of  this  institution. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  this  Committee  my 
thanks  are  likewise  due  for  the  consideration  they  have 
shown  and  the  support  they  have  rendered  me  during  the- 
year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  MOON, 

Librana7i.. 
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.  .  .  Opening  of  .  .  . 
The  Carnegie  Branch  Library. 


INTERESTING  CEREMONY  AT 
LEA  BRIDGE  ROAD. 


COUNCILLOR  HEATHER,  J.P., 

ON  THE 

INFLUENCE  OF  BOOKS. 


The  Carnegie  Branch  Library  in  Lea  Bridge  Road  was 
formally  opened  on  Saturday,  April  yth,  1906,  in  the  presence 
of  a  large  and  representative  company  of  ladies  and  gentlemen 
by  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  Councillor  H.  Heather,  J. P. 
The  building,  as  it  is  now  completed,  is  a  beautiful  and  com- 
manding one,  and  many  were  the  expressions  of  delight  which 
fell  from  visitors  on  Saturday  as  they  wandered  through  the 
large  and  well  lighted  rooms  which  are  to  be  applied  to  such 
a  useful  and  commendable  purpose.  Councillor  Golightly, 
Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council  and  Chairman  of  the  Library 
•Committee,  presided  at  the  opening  ceremony. 

Among  the  company  present  were : — Councillor  and  Mrs. 
Heather,  Councillor  and  Mrs.  Musgrave,  Councillor  Waller, 
the  Rev.  J.  T.  and  Mrs.  Inskip,  Councillors  A.  G.  Giller, 
H.  J.  Tomhns,  W.  A.  Hurry,  E.  M.  Hall,  J.  B.  Slade,  H.  Guy, 
Councillor  and  Mrs.  Upton,  Councillor  D.  M.  Smith 
Councillor  J.  H.  Matthews,  Councillor  R.  S.  Walker,  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Findlay,  Mr.  R.  Ward,  J. P.,  Mr.  Andrew  Johnston,  J. P., 
Chairman  of  the  Essex  County  Council,  and  Mrs.  Johnston, 
the  Rev.  W.  T.  Brown,  vicar  of  Leytonstone,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
T.  Tiley,  Mr.  Jacques  (the  Architect),  Councillor  Wilcock, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wire,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  Biggs,  the  Rev.  E. 
Davies  (vicar  of  All  Saints,  Leyton),  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Bettison 
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(late  vicar  of  Leytonstone),  Councillors  E.  C.  Pittam,  H.. 
Benton,  Mr.  Z.  Moon,  F.R.Hist.S.  (the  Librarian),  Ex- 
Councillor  Deering,  Mr.  Frowde  (Bermondsey),  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Chennell  (Willesden),  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Attwater  (Brentwood), 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bridle  (East  Ham),  Mr.  D.  Lindsay,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Joseph  Skelt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Smith,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rowe,  Mr.  H.  W.  B.  Clewer,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White,  Dr. 
Harding  H.  Tomkins,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Smith,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pinney,  Miss  Frazer,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laurie,  Capt.  and 
Mrs.  Curd,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dixon,  Mrs.  Tisshaw,  Rev.  E.  G.  A. 
Dunn  (All  Saints,  Ley  ton),  Mr.  Preece  (Stoke  Newington), 
Mr.  G.  Morley  Moon,  and  others. 

A  full  description  of  the  building  was  given  in  our 
columns  when  the  foundation  stone  was  laid,  but  it  will  not 
be  uninteresting  to  add 

A  FEW  ADDITIONAL  PARTICULARS. 
The  building  as  now  comiplete  is  a  rectangular  block, 
measuring  55  feet  by  55  feet,  with  the  entrance  on  the  Lea 
Bridge  Road  front.  The  interior  arrangements  comprise  on 
the  ground  floor  a  news  room,  34  feet  by  20  feet,  with  stands 
for  33  newspapers,  and  in  addition  there  is  a  table  for  periodi- 
cals, with  seats  for  eight  readers.  There  is  a  magazine  room 
31  feet  by  18  feet,  furnished  with  tables  and  seating  for  36 
readers,  and  a  lending  library  with  racks  for  about  11,000 
volumes.  The  inner  hall,  which  gives  convenient  access  to 
the  several  rooms,  is  34  feet  by  14  feet,  and  is  so  arranged 
that  borrowers  at  the  lending  library  counter  do  not  interfere 
with  the  access  to  the  reading  room.  In  the  entrance  lobby 
another  news  stand  is  placed  to  take  three  newspapers, 
this  being  intended  for  the  early  morning  papers.  On  the 
upper  floor  is  a  room  40  feet  by  20  feet,  to  be  used  ultimately 
as  a  lecture  room  and  reference  library.  It  was  there  that  the 
opening  ceremony  on  Saturday  took  place.  The  various 
rooms  on  the  ground  floor  are  divided  by  glazed  partitions 
which,  however,  are  not  carried  up  the  full  height  to  the  ceiling 
so  as  to  ensure  ample  ventilation  and  an  equable  temperature 
throughout  the  premises.  The  partitions,  as  well  as  the  fur- 
niture, are  constructed  of  oak,  fumed  and  polished.  The 
lobbies  and  staircase  landings  are  laid  with  terrazzo  paving, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  floors  with  pitch  pinewood 
blocks  laid  on  concrete.  The  lobbies  and  staircase  walls 
are  faced  to  a  height  of  about  5  feet  with  brown 
glazed   tiles.       The    staircase    to    the    upper    floor  is 
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constructed  in  engratic  Terrazzo.  Both  windows  and 
partitions  are  glazed  with  leaded  glass.  Electric  light  is  fitted 
throughout  the  premises,  and  the  heating  is  by  hot  water  pipes 
and  radiators.  The  general  contract  has  been  very  efficiently 
carried  out  by  Mr.  W.  Manders,  of  Leyton,  whose  contract 
amounted  to  ^3,695,  and  the  furniture  has  been  supplied  by 
Messrs.  Wake  and  Dean,  their  contract  amounting  to  ^^321. 
The  works  have  been  carried  out  from  the  design  and  under 
the  supervision  of  Mr.  Wilham  Jacques,  A.R.I.B.A. 

INTRODUCTORY  REMARKS. 

The  Chairman  said  that  it  would  not  be  requisite  for  him 
on  that  occasion  to  refer  to  the  development  of  the  library 
movement  in  Leyton,  for  that  had  been  adequately  done  at 
the  ceremony  of  laying  the  foundation  stone.  It  was  now 
generally  known  that  for  some  time  a  want  was  felt  for  a 
branch  library  at  each  end  of  the  district,  and  an  effort  was 
made  by  the  Council  and  the  Librarian  to  obtain  increased 
facilities  for  the  reading  public.  Of  course  they  all  knew  how 
successful  they  had  been.  There  appeared  on  the  scene  a 
gentleman  who  some  years  ago  left  these  shores  comparatively 
a  poor  man,  who  through  the  skill  and  determination  so 
characteristic  of  the  race  from  which  he  sprang  had  amassed 
a  considerable  fortune,  which  he  had  used  very  largely  to 
endow  free  Public  Libraries  in  towns  where  they  would  not 
yet  probably  have  been  provided  but  for  his  munificence. 
Mr.  Moon,  the  Librarian,  directed  the  attention  of  the 
Library  Committee  to  the  possibility  of  sharing  in  Mr. 
Carnegie's  generosity,  with  the  result  that  the  Scotch-American 
millionaire  presented  the  district  with  ^8,000,  to  be  equally 
divided  between  two  Branch  Libraries,  on  the  condition  that 
the  Council  provided  sites  for  the  purpose.  In  the  Lea 
Bridge  district,  Mr.  Jones,  a  near  neighbour,  came  forward 
with  an  offer  of  a  free  site,  which  was  gratefully  accepted  by 
the  Council,  but  the  same  good  fortune  did  not  attend  the 
Council  in  respect  to  Leytonstone,  where  it  was  necessary 
to  purchase  a  building  and  adapt  it  to  the  needs  of  a  PubHc 
Library,  Mr.  Carnegie  allowing  a  part  of  his  gift  to  be  used 
for  that  while  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  public  for  the 
remainder.  There  was  still  a  sum  of  £80  or  £go  required 
before  the  building  at  Leytonstone  could  be  opened  free  from 
debt,  and  he  (the  Chairman)  took  that  opportunity  of  appeal- 
ing again  to  the  generously  disposed  to  make  that  amount 
secure.     The   building  Councillor  Heather  was  about  to 
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declare  open  was,  as  they  were  able  to  see,  now  completed, 
and  the  reading  room  would  be  opened  to  the  public,  but 
books  would  not  be  issued  for  some  days  as  the  catalogues 
were  not  yet  completed. 

The  Chairman  then  called  on  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Inskip  to 
offer  prayer,  after  which  Miss  E.  Moon,  the  daughter  of  the 
Librarian,  presented  a  choice  bouquet  to  Mrs.  Heather,  and 
presented  Councillor  Heather  with  an  orchid. 

Mr.  Jacques,  the  architect,  then  ^ave  a  description  of  the 
completed  building,  the  details  of  which  we  have  used  at  the 
beginning  of  our  report,  and  concluded  by  presenting:  Coun- 
cillor Heather  with  a  gold  key,  suitably  inscribed,  as  a 
memento  of  the  occasion,  remarking  that  it  was  doubly 
appropriate  inasmuch  as  it  also  fittingly  marked  the  close  of 
Councillor  Heather's  year  of  office. 

LETTER  FROM  MR.  ANDREW  CARNEGIE,  LL.D. 

Mr.  Moon  announced  that  he  had  received  a  great  many 
letters  of  apology  for  absence,  among  them  being  one  each 
from  Mr.  Simon,  M.P.  for  Walthamstow  ;  Aid.  Bethell,  M.P. 
for  Romford  ;  Mr.  Jones,  the  donor  of  the  site  ;  and  Mr. 
Andrew  Carnegie,  LL.D.,  from  whose  private  secretary  the 
following  letter  was  received :  "  Mr.  Carnegie  tenders  his 
thanks  for  the  kind  invitation,  and  regrets  that  the  time  at  his 
disposal  during  his  visit  to  London  will  not  be  sufficient  to 
allow  him  to  take  part  in  the  proceedings.  Mr.  Carnegie  sends 
his  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  Library,  and  the 
happiness  of  all  the  people  of  Leyton."  (Applause.) 

THE  LIBRARY  OPENED. 

Councillor  Heather,  amid  applause,  formally  declared  the 
Library  open.  He  said  :  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentle- 
men,— My  first  duty  is  to  formally  declare  this  Public 
Library  open,  and  I  do  so  with  the  greatest  possible  pleasure. 
To  be  accorded  the  privilege  of  declaring  this  Library  open 
is  indeed  an  honour  which  will  ever  be  remembered  with 
feelings  of  the  greatest  pleasure  not  only  by  myself  but  by  my 
dear  wife  and  the  members  of  my  famxily.  I  sincerely  thank 
Mr.  Jacques,  the  Architect,  for  the  handsome  key,  so  suitably 
inscribed,  which  has  been  presented  to  me.  It  will  always  be 
a  valuable  and  cherished  memento  of  my  public  work  in  the 
district  of  Leyton.    I  think  it  is  a  very  happy  coincidence 
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that  at  the  close  of  my  year  of  office  I  should  be  allowed  the 
opportunity  of  opening  this  building.  In  September  last  we 
met  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the  foundation  stone  of  this 
building,  and  to-day  the  completion  of  the  work  is  celebrated. 
Upon  that  occasion,  as  Chairman,  I  gave  you  the  history  of 
the  Public  Library  movement  in  Leyton.  I  showed  you  how 
the  efforts  of  Mr.  A.  P.  Wire,  Mr.  E.  J.  Davis,  Councillor 
Pittam  and  others  had  been  crowned  with  success,  and  how 
the  work  of  the  Central  Library  had  increased  year  by  year. 
Public  Libraries  have  long  since  passed  the  stage  of  criticism, 
and  have  taken  a  definite  public  position  as  part  of  the 
educational  machinery  of  the  nation.  The  masses  of  the 
people  have  been  given  the  ability  to  read,  and  now  we  have 
to  provide  them  with  the  means  of  exercising  the  power  they 
have  acquired.  The  effects  of  the  School  Board  Act  of  1870 
were  slow  at  first,  but  the  general  spread  of  intelligence,  as  a 
result  of  the  universal  education  of  the  masses  of  the 
people,  has  paved  the  way  for  the  ever  increasing  demands 
of  the  people  for  Library  facilities.  These  demands  are 
slowly  but  surely  being  supplied.  The  Public  Library 
is  the  most  widely  appreciated  institution  in  the  com- 
munity. It  is  m  touch  with  civic  life,  with  home  life, 
and  with  school  life,  and  is  used  by  all  classes.  It  is  being 
more  and  more  recognised  that  the  expenditure  upon  public 
libraries  is  translated  into  permanent  profit,  and  more  than 
repaid  by  the  intellectual  strength  acquired,  and  the  ensuing 
advantages  which  benefit  all  grades  of  society.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  a  reading  people  becomes  a  thinking  people.  In 
this  age  of  democratic  aims,  ideals,  and  aspirations,  I  look  to 
the  Public  Library  to  have  a  steadying  influence  upon  the 
people. 

LIBRARIES  ARE  CENTRES  OF  LIGHT, 

and  not  only  feed,  but  create  a  taste  for  reading,  and, 
unquestionably,  whatever  does  this  is  a  benefit  to  the  whole 
community^  and  aids  materially  in  repressing,  improving, 
and  refining  the  rougher  and  baser  parts  of  human  nature. 
It  is  stated  by  some  who  do  not  intimately  know  the  work- 
ing of  public  libraries  that  little  but  trashy  novels  are  read. 
This  is  far  from  being  an  accurate  statement.  The  percent- 
age of  fiction  read  in  our  Library  has  steadily  decreased,  and 
while  at  one  time  it  was  more  than  70  per  cent.,  it  now  ranges 
between  52  and  55  per  cent.  One  also  must  not  lose  sight 
of  the  fact  that  under  the  heading  "  fiction  "  are  classed  the 
works  of  many  writers  who  are  among  the  most  skilful  and 
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the  most  persuasive  of  moral  and  intellectual  educators,  who 
supply  not  only  mental  recreation  but  moral  training  of  the 
highest  value  to  the  community.  Moreover,  of  all  the 
recreations  which  can  possibly  appeal  to  a  hard  working  man 
after  his  daily  toil,  surely  there  is  nothing  to  equal  an 
entertaining  book.  He  is  at  once  placed  in  contact  with  the 
best  society  in  every  period  of  history,  with  the  wisest,  the 
wittiest,  with  the  tenderest,  the  bravest,  and  the  purest 
characters  that  have  adorned  humanity.  His  own  life  and 
ideals  cannot  but  be  influenced  for  good  by  the  characters 
with  whom  he  thus  comes  in  mental  contact.  John  Bright 
has  said — and  the  quotation  has  been  very  thoughtfully 
placed  on  your  programmes  to-day  :  "  There  is  no  blessing 
that  can  be  given  to  an  artisan's  family  more  than  a  love  for 
books.  The  home  influence  of  such  a  possession  is  one  that 
will  guard  them  from  many  temptations  and  from  many  evils. 
It  is  impossible  for  anybody  to  confer  upon  young  men  a 
greater  blessing  than  to  stimulate  them  to  associate  them- 
selves constantly  with  a  public  library,  and  draw  from  it 
any  book  they  like."  These  are  words  of  pregnant  wisdom, 
and  contain  a  dictum  to  which  we  all  subscribe.  Nor  must 
it  be  forgotten  that  when  a  love  of  reading  has  been  engen- 
dered, the  mind  after  a  time  grows  tired  of  being  fed  upon 
fiction  alone.  Works  of  biography  and  travel  attract,  and 
wider  realms  of  literature  are  thus  opened  up.  The 
opportunity  does  not  come  to  many  to  visit  the  various  parts 
of  our  vast  Empire,  but  in  the  world  of  books  we  can  gain 
an  intimate  acquaintance  with  men  and  manners,  and  with 
the  lives  and  interests  of  our  kinsmen  across  the  seas.  The 
study,  too,  of  those  social  and  economic  questions  affecting 
the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  our  own  people  come  within 
the  reach  of  all  through  the  books  stored  upon  our  library 
shelves.  The  man  who  has  read  such  works  as  Justin 
McCarthy's  History  of  our  own  Times,"  or  Morley's 
"  Life  of  Gladstone  "  has  gained  a  knowledge  of  many  of 
the  questions  of  the  time  which  must  widen  his  mental 
horizon,  and  make  him  a  better,  because  a  more  intelligent 
citizen.     I  know  something  of 

THE   WORK   OF   A  TEACHER, 

and  teachers  know  full  well  the  value  of  access  to  a  good 
library  both  to  themselves  and  the  young  whom  they 
instruct.  Th2  reading  child  is  a  thinking  child.  The  mind 
is  broadened,  becomes  stored  w^ith  useful  information,  and 
iz  strengthened  for  the  acquisition  of  knowledge,  while  a 
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grasp  is  obtained  of  our  mother  tongue,  whicli  is  easily 
discerned  in  their  ordinary  speech  and  conversation.  Eacn 
of  our  pubhc  schools  should  be  closely  allied  to  our  public 
library.  Each  boys'  and  girls'  department  should  be 
furnished  with  a  supply  of  books  suitable  to  the  various  ages 
of  the  pupils.  At  certain  intervals  these  should  be  returned 
to  the  library  to  be  looked  through,  and  then  passed  on  to 
another  school.  The  children  would  then  be  encouraged  by 
their  teachers  to  acquire  the  habit  of  reading  good  literature, 
and  when  the  boy  or  girl  left  school  for  life  in  the  world  they 
could  be  registered  as  borrowers  from  the  library  itself,  and 
the  whole  realm  of  English  literature  be  placed  at  their 
service.  The  public  library  is  the  natural  successor  to  the 
public  school,  and  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  put 
children  into  close  touch  with  it  before  they  leave  school 
that  they  may,  as  a  matter  of  course,  pass  from  the  one  to 
the  other.  The  work  of  the  school  will  thus  be  continued 
by  the  public  library  in  a  somewhat  different  way,  and  with  a 
freedom  that  will  help  to  mould  the  individual  character.  The 
public  library  must  minister  to  the  educational  needs  of  the 
day.  Its  responsibilities  should  not  cease  when  it  has  issued  a 
book  over  the  counter.  It  should  create  the  reading  spirit 
where  it  does  not  exist,  it  must  stimulate  it  where  it  is  weak. 
When  the  reading  spirit  is  there  it  must  try  and  direct  it 
into  higher  channels.  It  must  ha\c  an  answer  for  the 
enquirer  who  asks,  "  What  shall  I  read?  "  It  must  provide 
the  information  and  aids  asked  for  by  the  student ;  it  should 
aim  at  being  the  place  of  information  to  which  every  one  in  the 
district  will  inevitably  turn  when  they  are  in  want  of  inform- 
ation obtainable  in  books  ;  it  must  be  the  personification  of 
the  cheery  companion  and  gentle  consoler,  the  wise 
philosopher  and  trusted  guide  of  all  who  seek  its  aid.  The 
public  library  work  of  Leyton  has  been  carried  out  from  the 
beginning  almost  solely  by  the  aid  of  the  penny  library  rate. 
This  was  sufficient  for  the  work  of  the  central  institution, 
but  was  not  sufficient  to  provide  anything  like  suitable 
branches  for  the  needs  of  the  eastern  and  western  ends  of 
our  district. 

Our  admirable  Librarian,  Mr.  Moon,  laid  the  particulars 
of  our  circumstances  before  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  vvho  after 
consideration  of  the  facts  and  figures  supplied  to  him, 
rejoiced  Mr.  Moon's  heart  by  promising  the  sum  of  /,^8,000 
for  the  erection  of  two  branch  libraries  upon  the  conditions 
that  two  suitable  sites  were  provided,  and  that  the  library 
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fate  was  increased  by  the  sum  of  a  halfpenny  in  the  pound 
to  provide  an  adequate  maintenance.  This  latter  condition 
a  town's  meeting  approved  of,  and  provision  was  made  for 
it  in  our  1904  Act  of  Parliament.  Then  came  the  generous 
gift  of  this  admirable  site  upon  the  main  road  by  Mr. 
Edward  Jones,  a  gentleman  residing  close  by  this  building, 
but  who  has  been  too  modest  to  come  forward  in  any  way 
in  connection  with  this  undertaking.  For  the  Leytonstone 
end  of  our  district,  Park  House,  close  to  the  Midland 
station,  has  been  purchased  for  £l,37by  Mr.  Carnegie 
allowing  ;£;"1,000  of  the  ;^4,000  allocated  to  that  district 
for  the  building,  leaving  £'S7o  to  be  raised  for  the  site. 
This  sum  has  been  obtained  by  public  subscriptions  with  the 
exception  of  about  ;^90.  We  should,  indeed,  be  glad  to 
hear  that  Mr.  Moon  had  received  this  amount  in  small  or 
large  donations,  so  that  the  work  may  proceed  without  the 
incubus  of  debt  attending  it.  And  here,  again,  as  Chairman 
of  the  Leyton  District  Council,  on  behalf  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  district,  I  offer  to  Mr.  Carnegie,  and  to  Mr.  Edward 
Jones,  our  sincerest  thanks  for  their  munificence  and  their 
public  generosity.  I  congratulate  the  architect,  Mr.  Jacques, 
upon  the  admirable  building  which  he  has  planned,  and  Mr. 
Manders  upon  the  way  in  which  he  has  executed  the  work. 
I  can  only  wish  the  library  what  I  am  certain  is  assured, 
a  long,  prosperous,  and  successful  career.    (Loud  applause.) 

VOTES    OF  THANKS. 

In  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Councillor  W.  Atkins, 
E.C.C.,  Mr.  Andrew  Johnston,  J. P.,  Chairman  of  the  Essex 
County  Council,  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Councillor 
Heather.  He  said  that  although  the  Essex  County  Council 
had  nothing  to  do  with  district  libraries,  it  did  all  it  could 
indirectly  to  foster  the  movement.  He  congratulated  Leyton 
with  all  his  heart  for  the  manner  in  which  the  district  had 
gone  about  providing  itself  with  free  libraries,  and  he  was 
proud  that  one  whom  he  could  call  a  fellow  countryman  was 
using  his  wealth  for  sUch  a  noble  object,  and  to  whose 
Scotch  origin  the  Chairman,  in  his  opening  remarks,  had 
paid  a  fitting  tribute.  Let  them  depend  upon  it  there  was 
nothing  like  Scotsmen.  (Laughter.)  Wherever  they  went 
about  the  Empire  they  would  find  it  was  a  Scotsman  who 
made  it.  (Laughter.)  Proceeding  to  speak  of  the  read- 
ing of  books,  Mr.  Johnston  expressed  a  hope  that  the  young 
people  who  used  that  building — for  it  was  of  no  use  speaking 
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to  old  ones — would  read  less  of  novels  Lind  more  of  books 
dealing  with  biography  and  travel.  If  they  wished  to  be 
taken  out  of  themselves,  and  forget  for  a  time  the  anxieties 
of  work,  and  disregard  for  a  time  the  petty  trivialities  of 
every  day  life,  they  should  apply  their  minds  to  biography, 
which  supplied  sources  of  interest  and  instruction  which  no 
amount  of  novel  reading  could  furnish.  It  was  much  better 
to  read  of  things  which  actually  happened  in  the  world  than 
the  things  which  existed  in  the  imagination  of  the  novelist. 
He  asked  that  they  should  return  their  thanks  to  Councillor 
Heather  for  the  able  and  interesting  address  he  had  delivered 
to  them.  (Applause.) 

Councillor  Musgrave  seconded,  observing  that  they  had 
listened  to  a  most  interesting  and  scholarly  address,  and 
expressed  his  pleasure  that  the  Lea  Bridge  Library  had  been 
opened  under  such  auspicious  circumstances.  (Applause.) 

The  Chairman  briefly  replied.  He  did  not  condemn 
novel  reading  because  he  believed  it  was  the  means  of  stim- 
ulating an  interest  in  all  kinds  of  books  and  helped  to 
gradually  awaken  the  mind. 

Councillor  Benton  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Chairman,  and  the  motion  having  been  seconded  by 
Councillor  Hall,  was  unanimously  carried,  and  Councillor 
Golightly  responded.  Referring  to  a  remark  made  by 
Councillor  Heather  in  putting  the  motion  that  in  all  proba- 
bility the  Vice-Chairman  would  follow  him  in  the  chair, 
Councillor  Golightly  said  he  was  proud  to  think  that  his 
colleagues  on  the  Council  had  so  much  confidence  in  him  that 
his  election  to  the  chair  would  soon  be  proposed.  (Applause.) 

The  proceedings  then  terminated. 
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TABLE  IV. 


Percentag-es  of  Issues. 


CLASS. 

j  1904-5 

1905-6. 

Theolog-y  and  Philosophy       ...  ... 

1  -823 

•83 

Science  and  Art  ... 

1  4-98 

4-67 

Sociology 

i  -526 

•52 

Prose  Fiction 

I  55-78 

56^55 

Poetry,  Classics,  and  the  Drama 

•439 

•44 

Biography,     History,     Voyages,  and 

Travels 

!  3-41 

3-63 

Juvenile  Literature 

\  25-21 

25-73 

Magazines           ...        ...  ... 

j  2-78 

2-63 

Miscellaneous  Literature 

1-02 

•92 

Reference  Library 

5-002 

4-02 

TABLE  V. 
Borrowers'  Occupations,  1905-6. 


Accountants 

20 

Cashiers 

8 

Actor 

1 

Chemists  and  Assistants 

11 

Agents  and  Collectors... 

29 

Civil  Servants  ... 

23 

Apprentices 

13 

Clerks 

330 

Architects  &  Assistants 

9 

Coach  and  Carriage 

Artists  ... 

4 

Buildeis 

8 

Barmen  and  Barmaids 

3 

Confectioners  ... 

3 

Blacksmiths 

2 

Cycle  Makers  ... 

2 

Blind  Maker   

1 

Dentists... 

2 

Bookbinders 

10 

Doctors... 

2 

Booksellers 

3 

Domestic  Servants 

17 

Bookmakers 

11 

Drapers  and  Assistants 

12 

Boxmakers 

3 

Dressmakers 

41 

Brassfinishers  ... 

5 

Electrical  Engineers  ... 

10 

Builders  and  Assistants 

14 

Engine  Drivers 

4 

Butchers   

4 

Engineers 

47 

Cabinet  Makers 

14 

Fireman 

1 

Cable  Tester  ... 

1 

Furriers... 

3 

Carpenters  and  Joiners 

20 

Gardeners 

2 
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Table  V.  continued. 


Greengrocer 

1 

Grocers  and  Assistants 

97 

Hairdressers 

n 
D 

Harness  Maker 

1 

Inland  Revenue 

wrncers         ...  ... 

1 1 

Inspectors 

f) 

Jewellers 

Q 

c 

Journalists 

0 

Labourers 

1 1 

T  J 

Laundress 

1 

Library  Assistants 

Q 
O 

Licensed  Victuallers  ... 

Machinists 

1  4 

Manufacturers  and 

Assistants 

1  i 

Mariners 

o 
O 

ivicirricu.  vv  unicii 

909 

ivi<dsse<duse         ...  ... 

1 
1 

Merchants 

2 

iViiiKmen 

9 

iVXlilillCi  ~3                    ...  ... 

JLO 

Millwrights 

Ministers  and  Clergy  ... 

7 
< 

Newsagents 

Nurses 

Office  Boys  and 

Messengers  ... 

19 

Painters 

10 

Pawnbroker  &  Assistant 

2 

Pensioners 

3 

Photographer  ... 

1 

Picture-frame  Makers... 

4 

Pianoforte  Makers  and 

Tuner            ...        ...  3 

Plumbers   &   Assistants  6 

Police  Officers  ...       ...  4 

Poor  Law  Officer        ..  1 

Post  Office  Employees...  18 

Printers    24 

Railway  Employees    ...  20 

Rate  Collectors...        ...  2 

Saddlers           ...        ...  2 

Salvation  Army  Officers  3 

Sanitary  Engineers  ..  2 
Scholars  and  Students  1089 
Schoolmasters  and 

Mistresses  ..  ...  143 
Shopkeepers  and 

Assistants     ...        ...  41 

Shorthand  Writers  and 

Typists          ...        ...  11 

Solicitor           ...        ..  1 

Stationers  &  Assistants  4 

Stockbroker      ...        ...  1 

Surveyors  &  Assistants  4 

Tailors  and  Costumiers  14 

Tobacconist      ...        ...  1 

Travellers         ...        ...  33 

Type  Founder  ...        ...  1 

Waiters  ...        ...        ...  4 

Warehousemen           ...  21 

Not  stated    678 

Total  ...  3242 
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TABLE  VI. 

Tickets  withdrawn  or  cancelled  during"  the  year. 

Borrowers  left  the  District         ...  ...  ...  ..  173 

deceased         ...        ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Guarantors  withdrawn      ...        ...  ..  ...  ...  11 

Cancelled,  expired,  and  not  called  for  ...  ...  ...  2904 


3090 
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SUMMARY. 


Days  the  Library  was  open 
Books  issued 
Average  daily  issue 

Largest  daily  issue,  December  28th,  1905 
Smallest  daily  issue,  July  7th,  1905 
Average  monthly  issue 
Largest  monthly  issue,  March,  1906 
Smallest  monthly  issue,  June,  1905 
Number  of  volumes  in  the  Library, 

March  31st,  1905   

Number  of  volumes  added  by  purchase   ...  802 
Number  of  volumes  added  by  gift  ...  83 

Number  of  magazines  bound       ...        ...  81 

Number  of  pamphlets  purchased  ...        ...  5 

Number  of  pamphlets  presented    ...        ...  83 


Total  number  added  during  the  year  ...  1,054 
Withdrawn  from  circulation         ...        ...  89 


Net  increase           ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  965 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library, 

March  31st,  1906                           ...        ...  22,977 

Books  lost  and  paid  for  by  borrowers    ...        ...  11 

Books  worn  out  and  replaced       ...        ...        ...  577 

Notices  posted  for  overdue  books         ...        ...  432 

Borrowers  on  Register,  March  31st,  1905          ...  5,235 
Borrowers  registered  during  the  year  ...3,242 
Borrowers'  cards  cancelled  or  expired  ...3,090 


Net  increase  ...         ..        ...        ...        ...  152 

Total  number  of  borrowers  on  Register,   

March  31st,  1906    5,387 


243 
192,632 
792.72 
1,380 
368 
16,052.6 
21,110 
6,480 

22,012 


25 


DONORS  TO  THE  LIBRARY,  1905-6. 


Vols.  Pamphlets. 

Allen,  Mrs.,  Bushwood,  Levtonstone  ...        ...  2 

"  Anon."  '    1 

Avery,  J.,  Windsor  Road,  Forest  Gate          ...  1 

Bird,  J.,  Church  Hill,  Walthamstow   1 

British  Museum  Trustees         ...        ...        ...  2 

Browne,  T.  B.  &  Co.,  Queen  Victoria  St.,  E.C.  1 
Co-operative    Wholesale    Society,  Maryland 

Street,  Stratford    2 

Corporation  of  London   ...        ...        ...        ...  IQ- 

Crisp,  F.  A.,  Denmark  Hill,  S.E.      ...        ...  1 

Director  of  Studies,  East  London  College    ...  1 

Dowding,  R.  W.,  Colchester  Road,  Leyton   ...  16 

Edwards,  J.  Passmore    ...        ...        ...        ...  1 

Eland,   Mrs.   F.,  Pigeon  Hill,  W^oolbeeding, 

Midhurst    1 

Guildford  Chamber  of  Trade    ...        ...        ...  1 

Harding,  J.  W.  &  Co.,  Nottingham    20 

H.M.  Stationery  Office   120  17 

Labour  Department,  Board  of  Trade   ...        ...  5 

London  County  Council           ...        ...        ...  2 

London  Directory  Co.,  25,  Abchurch  Lane, E.C.  1 
London  Society  for  Promoting  Christian  Know- 
ledge among  Jews    ...        ...        ...        ...  1 

Longmore,  Miss,  "Neylands,"  Warley        ...  6 

Moon,  Z.,  Public  Library,  Leyton      ...        ...  1 

Morgan,  D.  J    82  9-^ 

National  LTnion  of  Teachers     ...        ...        ...  i 

Ontario  Government  Agency     ...        ...        ...  1 

Potter,  C,  c/o  Digby,  Long  &  Co.    ...        ...  1 

Pritchard,   C.    H.,    51,    Peterborough  Road, 

Leytonstone  ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  1 

Prosser,  R.  B.,  Dartmouth  Park  Road,  S.W. ...  4 

Public  Library,  New  South  Wales      ...        ...  1 

Scott,  J.  C,  Kendal  Public  Library    ...        ...  1 

Shadrake,  W.  G.,  High  Road,  Leyton          ...  2 
Shann,  G.  (The  Author),  c/o  Messrs.  Cassell 

&  Co.            ...   1 

Smith,    W.    H.,    c/o    Messrs.    Williams  & 

Norgate         ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  1 

Swansea  Improvements  Association,  Limited  ...  2 
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DONORS— Continued. 

Vols.  Pamphlets. 

Swedenborg  Society       ...        ...        ...        ...  10 

Timewell,  J.,  141,  Gower  Street,  W.C.  ...  1 

University  College,  Bristol       ...        ...        ...  1 

University  Tutorial  College  Press,  Cambridge  1 

Voysey,  Rev.  Chas.        ...        ...        ...        ...  1 

Walthamstow  Education  Committee    ...        ...  2 

Ward,  R.,  Crawley  Road,  Leyton       ...        ...  1 

Wareham,  E.,  St.  John's  Wood         ...        ...  1 

Wylie,  A.  J.,  Town  Hall,  Colchester   ...        ...  1 

Reports,  Catalogues,  &c.,  from  the  following  Public  Libraries 
and  Institutions  : — 

Accrington,  Acton,  Arbroath,  Ashton-under-Lyne,  Aston 
Manor,  Bangor  (U.S.A.),  Barrow-in-Furness,  Battersea, 
Belfast,  Belfast  (Linen  Library),  Birmingham,  Blackburn, 
Bolton,  Bournemouth,  Brentford,  Brighton,  Bristol,  Bury, 
Buxton,  Cambridge  (U.S.A.),  Chiswick,  Chorley,  Colchester, 
Cork,  Cripplegate  Institute,  Croydon,  Derby  Detroit  (U.S.A.), 
Dewsbury,  Ealing,  Evanston  (U.S.A.),  Folkestone,  Fulham, 
Gloucester,  Gosport  and  Alverstoke,  Grand  Rapids  (U.S.A.), 
Hammersmith,  Hanley,  Hartlepool,  Hornsey,  Hove,  Hyde, 
Kilburn,  Kimberley  (S.A.),  Kingston-on-Thames,  Leeds,  Leek, 
Leicester,  Lincoln,  Loughborough,  New  South  Wales,  New 
York,  Newark,  Oldham  Lyceum,  Paterson  (U.S.A.),  Ply- 
mouth, Port  Elizabeth  (S.A.),  Portsmouth,  Preston,  Rich- 
mond, Sandeman,  Scranton  (U.S.A.),  Shoreditch,  Stafford, 
Stockport,  Stoke  Newington,  Toronto,  Tottenham,  Twicken- 
ham, Tynemouth,  W^althamstow,  Wandsworth,  West 
Bromwich,  Westminster,  Willesden,  Wimbledon,  Windsor 
(U.S.A.),  Worcester,  Yarmouth,  York. 
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LEYTONSTONE  LIBRARY  SITE  FUND. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  donors  to  the  fund,  all  of  whom  have  our 
grateful  acknowledgments  : — 


£ 

5. 

d. 

Anonymous  (per  Leyton 

Independent) 

50 

0 

0 

Mr.  R.  Vincent  

21 

0 

0 

Mr.  W.  S.  Lawton 

0 

5 

0 

Mr.  J.  Holden  

0 

10 

0 

Mr.  A.  W.  Findlay.LL.D 

.  1 

1 

0 

Mr.  W.  Glen   

0 

10 

0 

Mr.  T.    Courtenav  War- 

ner, M.P. 

5 

0 

0 

Miss  F.  Trundle  ... 

0 

10 

0 

Mr.  W.  R.  Brougham... 

0 

10 

6 

Mr,  W.  Dawson  

2 

2 

0 

Miss  S.  Eaton 

0 

5 

0 

Mr.  W.  G.  Derham  ... 

0 

6 

0 

Mr.  J.  R.  Fitkin 

1 

1 

0 

Miss  M.  J.  Abbey 

0 

5 

0 

Messrs.  E.  Smith  &  Sons 

2 

2 

0 

Miss  F.  Lamb 

0 

5 

0 

Mr.  W.  Jacques  ... 

20 

0 

0 

Mr.  W.  Prentice  ... 

0 

10 

6 

Mr.  E  

1 

1 

0 

Mr.  O.  B.  Doherty 

5 

5 

0 

Miss  F.  L.  Cross  

0 

5 

0 

A  Woodford  friend  "... 

2 

0 

0 

Anon."  (per  Councillor 

Heather)   

5 

0 

0 

Dr.  Lindsay 

1 

1 

0 

^*  An  old  friend  "  (per  the 

Librarian) 

21 

0 

0 

■**  Anon."  (per  Councillor 

Pittam)  

5 

0 

0 

Mr.  R.  Ward,  J. P. 

2 

2 

0 

Mr.  E.  J.  Davis  

2 

2 

0 

Mr.  Z.  Moon   

2 

2 

0 

Mr.  B.  Biggs   

10 

0 

0 

Messrs.  Tonkin  &  Palmer 

0 

10 

0 

Mr.  A.  Cole   

1 

0 

0 

Mr.  F.  J.  Coxhead 

20 

0 

0 

Mr.  J.   T.   Griffiths,   J. P. 

50 

0 

0 

Mr.  J.  Webb   

0 

5 

0 

Messrs.  T.  Miles  &  Co. 

2 

2 

0 

Mr.  Councillor  Musgrave, 

C.A.,  J.P  

2 

2 

0 

Mr.  Councillor  Heather... 

1 

1 

0 

Mr.  Councillor  Wilcock 

1 

1 

0 

Mr.  Councillor  Benton  ... 

2 

2 

0 

Mr.  Councillor  Deering... 

1 

1 

0 

£ 

5. 

d. 

Mr.  Councillor  Hurry  ... 

1 

1 

0 

Mr.  Councillor  Waller  ... 

2 

2 

0 

Mr.  Councillor  Trumble 

1 

1 

0 

Mr.  Councillor  Tomlins... 

2 

2 

0 

Mr.  Councillor  Slade 

2 

2 

0 

Mr.  T.  y\.  Morris 

1 

1 

0 

Head  Teachers,  Mayville 

Road   

0 

15 

0 

Mr.  H.  R.  Potter 

0 

5 

0 

Whit  well   Coal  Company 

1 

1 

0 

"  Doron  "   

1 

1 

0 

Miss  Lee  ... 

0 

10 

0 

Mr.  P.  W.  Smith 

0 

10 

6 

Mr.  N.  C.  Bolton 

0 

5 

0 

Mr.  W.  H.  Weston 

0 

10 

6 

Miss  F.  Eke   

0 

5 

0 

Mr.  W.  A.  Narbeth 

0 

2 

6 

Mr.  D.  F.  Thomas 

5 

5 

0 

Messrs.    A.    H.  Marshall 

&  Co  

1 

1 

0 

The  Directors,   J.   &  E. 

Bumpus,  Ltd.  ... 

5 

0 

0 

Mr.  G.  F.  Morris 

5 

5 

0 

Rev.  W.  A.  Beckett 

0 

10 

6 

Dr.  T.  Smvth   

2 

2 

0 

Mr.  D.  S.' Cornish 

1 

1 

0 

"  A   friend  of  Councillor 

Pittam 's  "   

5 

5 

0 

Mr.  J.  A.  Dixon  

0 

10 

0 

Mr.  W.  J.  Cox   

0 

2 

0 

Mr.  H.  E.  Lester 

1 

1 

0 

Mr.  A.  Ewin   

2 

2 

0 

Mrs.  Davenport  ... 

0 

5 

0 

Miss  R.  Neels   

0 

5 

0 

Mr.  T.  Body   

0 

5 

0 

Mr.  W.  Whittingham  ... 

1 

1 

0 

Mr.  T.  Shclton  ... 

0 

5 

0 

Leyton     Urban  District 

Ratepayers'  Associa- 

tion 

1 

1 

0 

Mr.  W.  Gompertz 

0 

10 

6 

Fetter     Lane  Saturday 

Evening  Concerts 

0 

7 

6 

'*  Notrab^"   

0 

5 

0 

Mr.  F.  C.  Stacey 

0 

2 

6 

Mr.  W.  Boulton,  junior... 

0 

10 

0 

Mr.  H.  J.  Tisshaw 

0 

5 

0 

MEMORABILIA. 


Area  of  the  district  ... 
Population 

Rateable  Value   

Acts  adopted  ... 

Librarian  appointed  

Lending  Library  opened 

Reference  Library  and  Reading  Room  opened 
Children's  Library  opened  ... 
Branch  Reading  Room,  Cann  Hall,  opened 
Book  Delivery  Station  „ 
„  ,,  Leytonstone 

„  „  ,,  closed 

Lea  Bridge  (Carnegie)  Library  opened  ... 


2,491  acres- 
...  105,000 
;^488,096 
November,  1891 
July,  1892 
June,  1893, 
..  February,  1897 
March,  1897 
May,  1898 
..  February,  1899 
December,  1899 
June,  1901 
April,  1906 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST. 


I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Leyton  Urban 
District  Council  in  the  \Coiinty  of  Essex,  out  of 
such  part  of  my  personal  estate  as  may  lawfully 
be    appropriated    for    the    purpose,    the    sum  of 


free  from  Legacy  Duty,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Public  Library  of  the  said  Council,  to  be  expended 
in  such  manner  as  they  may  deem  expedient  for 
the  enlargement  and  greater  efficiency  of  the  said 
Library. 

Donations  may  be  notified  to  the  Librarian, 
Public  Library,  Leyton,  and  will  be  gladly  received 
and  acknowledged  by  the  Committee. 


LEYTON 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 


COMMITTEE  AND  OFFICERS,  1906-7, 


Councillor  H.  GUY,  J. P.,  Chairman  of  the  Council  [ex-officio). 
Councillor  E.  C.  Pittam,  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council  {ex-officio). 


Councillor  R.  S.  WALKER. 

SOLICITOR  AND  CLERK  TO  THE  COUNCIL: 

Mr.  VINCENT. 

CHIEF  LIBRIARIAN: 

Z.  MOON,  F.R.Hist.S. 

ASSISTANT  LIBRARIAN: 

H.  G.  STEELE. 

ASSISTANTS : 

W.  H.  SUNLEY.  J.  D.  PERRY. 

Miss  J.  B.  MOON.  Miss  L.  DIXON,  B.  CROOK. 

Miss  K.  PITTAM.  W.  E.  KING.  F.  P.  KIDMAN. 

Miss  F.  GOODALE.  Miss  O.  HARRISON. 


COMMITTEE : 


Councillor  W.  A.  HURRY,  Chairman. 


Councillor  H.  BENTON. 


Councillor  J.  H.  MATTHEWS. 
Councillor  T.  W.  MITCHELL. 
Councillor  D.  M.  SMITH. 
Councillor  H.   J.  TOMLINS. 
Councillor  W.  J.  UPTON. 


Councillor  B.  H.  COX. 
Councillor  R.  W.  DOWDING 
Councillor  H.  HEATHER, 
Councillor  J.  A.  HENNAH. 


PORTERS: 


Central:  J.  E.  GOODINGS. 
Lea  Bridge:  W.  STUBBINGTON. 


MESSENGER: 
E.  SMITH. 
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Xibrarian  s  Hnnual  IReport 


1906-1907.  KTc^h. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Library 
Committee. 

Gentlemen, — 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  Fourteenth 
Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Leyton  PubHc  Libraries. 
It  is  with  much  g-ratification  that  I  report  another  year  of 
steady  progress,  and  that  abundant  evidence  has  been  forth- 
coming that  the  Libraries  under  your  direction  have  main- 
tained their  hold  on  the  public  favour,  and  continued  with 
undiminished  efficiency  to  minister  to  the  public  need. 

It  would  not  be  a  matter  of  great  surprise,  if  the 
long  succession  of  years,  in  which  decided  increases  in  the 
number  of  borrowers  and  volumes  issued  have  been  reported, 
were  followed  by  a  period  when  we  appear  to  be  marking 
time.  For  it  must  be  remembered  that  owing  to  the  exigencies 
•of  their  employment  a  considerable  number  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  district  spend  their  days  in  London,  where  not  a  few 
avail  themselves  of  our  great  National,  the  Guildhall, 
and  other  City  Libraries.  It  is  therefore  particularly  grati- 
fying that  the  figures  reported  in  the  best  years  of  the  past 
have  been  maintained  and  in  several  sections  show  a  marked 
increase. 

The  extension  scheme  which  has  engaged  the  Com- 
mittee's thought  and  efforts  for  some  years  has  proved  itself 
to  be  wise  and  timely,  and  the  results  attending  what  has 
already  been  done,  emphasise  the  urgency  for  the  early  com- 
pletion of  the  present  scheme. 
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The  year  under  review  is  the  first  year  of  the  Lea  Bridge 
Branch.  The  issue  of  books  began  on  the  1st  July,  190G, 
and  up  to  the  end  of  March  1,124  borrowers  had  been  en- 
rolled, of  whom  72  had  also  availed  themselves  of  the 
privilege  of  extra  tickets  for  Music  and  Non-Fictional 
literature.  The  number  of  books  issued  during  the  same 
period  was  32,262,  or  a  daily  average  of  168'9,  while  the 
Reading  Room  has  more  than  justified  the  promise  of  its 
early  days. 

The  work  of  alteration  and  adaptation  of  Park  House 
is  still  in  progress,  and  this  commodious  building  will  prob- 
ably be  ready  for  opening  as  a  Branch  Library  before  the 
end  of  the  present  year.  Standing  as  it  does  in  the  centre 
of  one  of  the  most  populous  and  important  parts  of  the 
district,  this  Branch  will  meet  a  long-felt  want,  and  minister 
to  the  intellectual  recreation,  and  the  literary  and  educational 
advancement  of  a  large  portion  of  our  constituents,  many  of 
vv'hom  are  at  present  debarred  by  distance  from  the  resources 
of  the  Central  Library. 

At  this  point  a  few  words  with  regard  to  the  building 
itself  may  not  be  out  of  place,  and  I  am  pleased  to  insert  the 
following  particulars  kindlv  furnished  me  bv  the  Architect 
(Mr.  W.  Jacques,  A.R. I. B'. A.)  :— 

"  Of  the  early  history  of  this  house  but  little  is 
known.  Yet  during  the  early  part  of  the  18th  century 
it  must  have  been  a  residence  of  some  consequence 

"  in  the  sparsely  populated  district  beyond  the  marshes. 

"  Over  the  principal  doorway  is  carved  the  arms  of  the 

"Earl  of  Mornington,  which  appears  to  mark  the  con- 
nection  of  that  noble  family  with  the  premises,  and 

"there  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  at  one  time  the 

"  estate  was  in  their  occupation. 

"  At  the  time  of  its  purchase  by  the  Council  to  be 
"  converted  into  a  Public  Library,  many  and  radical 
"  changes  had  been  made  in  the  house  and  its  surround- 
"  ings.  The  extensive  gardens  had  been  for  some  years 
"  laid  out  as  a  building  estate,  all  the  outbuildings  had 
"  disappeared,  and  of  the  original  gardens  only  a  small 
"  portion  in  the  rear  of  the  house  had  been  retained. 
*'  The  viaduct  of  the  Tottenham  and  Forest  Gate  branch 
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"  of  the  Midland  Railway  had  been  constructed  within 
'*a  distance  of  some  50  feet  or  thereabouts  from  the 
"  front  of  the  house,  and  the  house  itself  had  for  some 
"years  been  used  as  a  Furniture  Depository,  and  had 
"  been  much  neglected. 

"The  position  of  the  'railway  viaduct,  with  its 
"  private  approach  liable  to  be  closed  to  the  public, 
"  rendered  the  original  front  of  the  house  unsuitable  as 
"  an  entrance  to  the  Library,  and  this  fact  has  naturally 
"  influenced  the  arrangement  of  the  interior. 

"The  central  part  of  the  residence — a  block  some 
"  -12  feet  square  and  three  storeys  in  height  above  the 
"  basement — is  evidently  of  earlier  date  than  the  two 
wings,  which  are  each  a  storey  lower  in  elevation, 
and  this  central  part  appears  to  have  been  much 
"  altered  internally.  Indeed,  in  the  kitchen  the  fireplace 
"  — a  huge  projection — showed  evidence  of  at  least 
"  three  alterations.  All  the  internal  divisions  above 
"  the  basement  were  formed  by  wooden  partitions,  the 
"  main  timbers  being  of  heavy  scantling,  whilst  the 
"  beams  of  the  floors  and  roof  were  for  the  most  part 
"roughly  squared  logs  of  oak  some  14  ins.  by  11  ins. 
"  in  section,  extending  the  whole  width  of  the  building. 

"  The  walls  and  partitions  were  not  plastered,  but 
"  were  partly  covered  with  canvas  and  partly  with 
"  panelling,  none  of  which,  however,  could  be  preserved. 

"The  structural  alterations  have  been  planned  to 
"  leave  intact  as  much  as  possible  of  the  original  build- 
"  ing,  and  the  roof  and  floor  have  been  retained;  the 
"  various  partitions  having  been  removed  and  steel 
"  columns  and  girders  introduced  to  carry  the  super- 
"  incumbent  weight,  have  been  suitably  disposed  to 
"  meet  the  new  requirements. 

"  It  was  found  impossible,  however,  to  utilise  the 
"  oak  staircase,  formerly  in  the  centre  of  the  building, 
"  and  a  new  staircase  of  stone  has  been  erected  adjoin- 
"  ing  the  entrance.  Some  of  the  fireplaces,  which  pro- 
"  jected  3  feet  or  more  into  the  rooms,  have  been  re- 
"  moved,  and  others  have  been  reduced  in  dimensions, 
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"  openings  have  been  cut  through  the  walls  on  the 
"  various  floors  between  the  west  wing  and  the  main 
"  building  to  connect  the  rooms,  and  a  new  entrance 
doorway  has  been  formed  in  what  was  formerly  the 
"  garden  front  of  the  house.  The  balcony  at  the  first 
"floor  level,  extending  the  whole  length,  has  been 
"  retained,  and  will  form  a  pleasant  feature  in  the  spring 
"  and  summer. 

"  The  two  ancient  wisterias  which  formerly  clothed 
"  the  front  of  the  house  have  been  preserved  and  trained 
"  along  the  front  of  the  balcony. 

"  As  now  remodelled,  the  north-east  wing  has  been 
"  converted  into  a  residence  for  the  Caretaker,  the 
"  remainder  being  utilised  for  the  Library. 

"  The  principal  entrance,  which  is  approached  by 
"  a  flight  of  stone  steps,  leads  direct  into  an  entrance 
"  hall,    from    which  the  staircase   ascends  to  the  two 
upper  floors. 

"  The  Lending  Library,  which  is  entered  direct  from 
"  the  entrance  lobby,  comprises  a  public  space  or  inner 
"  hall  23  feet  by  13  feet,  and  a  Book  Store,  41  feet  by 
26  feet,  fitted  with  cases  for  11,000  volumes,  but 
"  capable  of  expansion  to  15,000  volumes  or  more. 
"  In  addition,  there  is  on  this  floor  a  Magazine  Room 
"  21  feet  by  20  feet. 

"  On  the  first  floor  the  News  Room,  41  feet  by 
"  23  feet,  is  fitted  with  stands  for  56  newspapers,  and 
'*  the  Large  Reading  Room,  with  an  area  of  810  square 
"feet,  faces  the  garden  and  principal  entrance. 

"  The  whole  of  the  second  floor  is  devoted  to  stor- 
"  age,  and  in  the  lower  ground  floor  ample  space  is 
"  obtained  for  the  Stafl:  Room,  Staff  Lavatories,  Heating 
"Apparatus,  and  fuel  and  other  stores." 

With  regard  to  the  Central  Library,  certain  structural 
alterations  have  been  effected.  Two  new  lavatories  have 
been  provided  for  the  convenience  of  the  Staft".    New  Indi- 
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cator  Frames  have  been  erected,  and  the  change  made  in  the 
method  of  receiving  and  issuing  books  has,  to  some  extent, 
met  the  difficulty  caused  by  the  overcrowding  of  the  lament- 
ably small  space  available  for  borrowers.  But  this  evil  has 
been  palliated,  not  remedied.  The  accommodation  is  far 
too  small  for  the  congested  throng  of  borrowers,  and  it  is 
earnestly  hoped  that  at  no  distant  date  the  Committee  v/ill 
see  its  way  to  carry  out  some  plan  whereby  the  accommoda- 
tion may  be  enlarged  and  additional  space  provided  for  our 
increasing  stock,  and  enable  those  who  use  the  Library  to 
select  their  books  and  effect  the  change  more  comfortably 
and  expeditiously  than  the  present  conditions  will  allow.. 
These  desiderata,  I  am  convinced,  could  be  provided  at  a 
comparatively  small  cost. 

Since  the  issue  of  the  last  Annual  Report  1,3G1  volumes 
have  been  added  to  the  Central  Library,  of  which  45  were 
presented  and  1,316  acquired  by  purchase.  These  additions 
have  fairly  covered  the  whole  realm  of  literature.  Science 
(in  its  various  branches).  Art,  Music,  History,  Biography,, 
Travel,  Poetry,  and  Fiction,  as  well  as  valuable  books  of 
reference. 

The  total  number  of  books  issued  at  the  Central  Library 
during  the  past  year  amount  to  165,671,  i.e.,  a  daily  average 
of  687.  The  total  issue  from  both  Libraries  being  197,873,  or 
a  daily  average  of  856,  The  number  of  volumes  issued, 
however,  gives  but  a  very  inadequate  idea  of  the  nature  and 
scope  of  our  work.  Were  our  task  no  other  than  the  pur- 
chase, classification,  and  issue  of  books,  our  labour  would 
be  comparativel}^  unimportant.  But  scarcely  a  day  passes 
when  we  are  not  called  upon  for  information  on  the  most 
abstruse  subjects  a,nd  to  advise  readers  as  to  the  most  suit- 
able books  for  their  studies.  In  order  to  meet  such  wants 
it  is  not  only  essential  that  the  contents  of  our  own  Library 
should  be  well  known,  but  one  needs  to  be  an  courant  with 
the  almost  illimitable  world  of  books.  In  most  professions 
nowadays  the  man  who  seeks  success  must  specialise,  but 
the  Librarian  who  would  fill  these  wider  demands  must  strive 
at  being  a  unlversallst. 

In  order  that  the  Ideals  underlying  these  observations 
may  be  approximately  attained,  the  whole  of  the  Library  is 
now  being  classified  on  a  system  which,  when  completed,  will 
enable  any  assistant,  without  reference  to  the  catalogue,  to 
say  what  books  on  any  particular  subject  are  In  the  Library. 
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As  in  former  years,  the  Library  Magazine  has  been  regu- 
larly issued,  and  while  serving  to  inform  the  readers  generally 
as  to  the  latest  additions  to  our  shelves,  enables  us  also,  by 
means  of  the  notes  appended,  to  discharge,  in  some  degree, 
the  function  of  literary  guide,  to  which  we  have  already  re- 
ferred. It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  circulation  of  this 
quarterly  shows  no  decline. 

Special  Lists  of  books  on  subjects  which  for  the  moment 
loom  large  in  the  public  mind  have  been  prepared  and  posted 
in  the  Library,  and  have  been  greatly  appreciated.  Lists 
of  books  recommended  to  be  read  in  connection  with  the 
lectures  given  at  the  Technical  Institute  have  also  been 
prepared  and  sent  to  the  Principal  of  the  Institute.  In  these 
ways  we  seek  to  co-operate  with  other  teaching  institutions 
of  the  town  for  the  spread  of  learning  and  the  Higher 
Education  of  the  people. 

The  issue  of  the  new  catalogue,  which  forms  a  supple- 
ment to  the  catalogue  of  books  in  the  Central  Library,  and  a 
complete  list  of  all  the  books  in  the  Branches,  has  given  great 
satisfaction.  This  work,  which  runs  into  3T9  double  column 
royal  8vo.  pages,  is  annotated  throughout,  and  furnishes  a 
useful  guide  to  the  books  referred  to  therein. 

The  Reading  Room.s  at  both  the  Central  and  Lea  Bridge 
Libraries  have  been  well  attended.  Many,  of  course,  visit 
the  rooms  to  read  the  daily  papers  and  the  magazines  of 
a  lighter  character,  but  the  number  of  readers  at  the  tables 
for  scientific  and  literary  publications  bespeaks  a  high  con- 
ception of  our  visitors  as  to  the  purpose  and  usefulness  of 
these  public  institutions. 

The  Cann  Hall  Reading  Room  and  Book  Delivery 
Station  has  never  been  more  than  moderately  successful,  and 
with  the  opening  of  the  Leytonstone  Library  this  experiment 
will  come  to  an  end. 

That  the  work  of  the  Libraries  throughout  the  year  has 
been  of  so  uniformly  a  satisfactory  character  has  been  in 
no  small  degree  due  to  the  fact  that  the  wStaff ,  without  excep- 
tion, have  pursued  their  duties  in  a  spirit  of  loyalty,  and  with 
a  diligence  and  zeal  which  are  highly  commendable. 
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I  have  pleasure  in  recording  my  thanks  to  those  ladies 
and  gentlemen  who  have  presented  books  to  the  Libraries, 
and  to  others  who  have  made  loans  of  extensive  series  of 
pictures  of  high  artistic  and  educational  value. 

I  would  once  more  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
unvarying  kindness  of  the  proprietors  and  editors  of  our 
local  Press,  who  have  generously  placed  their  columns  at 
our  disposal,  and  have  materially  assisted  the  work  of  the 
institution. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committee  my 
thanks  are  likewise  due  for  their  consistent  courtesy  towards 
myself,  and  for  the  sympathy  with  which  my  proposals  have 
always  been  received. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  MOON, 

Librarian. 


March  :Mst,  1907. 
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M  0      M  LO  01  LOVO  i>«vo  0  0  01 

lOVO   '^OO  00  00   LOVO  00  CO    ^VO  VO  ro 

CO  i 

LO     1  Oi 

0  i 

CO 

Days 
Open. 

M    cOLOLOrOcOOI   lOco-^-M  iOT:hTt- 

-^l-^-'^LOTt-^'^-xi-  LOOO  LO 

OlOlOlOlOlOlOlOlOlOlMOlOlOI 

CO 

Year. 

0  s 

t^vO  LO      CO  01  M  M  o^co  r^vo  LO  Ti-  J>< 

VO  LO  4|-  CO  Ol  M   0  O^QO  r^vO  LO  4h  CO  vO 

OOOOOOOCT^a^C^C^O^O^O^  O 
0^  0^  0^  O^OO  OOOOOOOOOOOO  ^ 
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TABLE  IV. 


Percentag'es  of  Issues  (Central). 


CLASS. 

1905-6. 

190G-7. 



1  hcology  and  Philosophy        ...  ... 

(J  X 

Science  and  Art  ... 

4-67 

4-71 

Sociology 

•52 

•52 

Prose  Fiction 

56-55 

57-14 

Poetry,  Classics,  and  the  Drama 

•44 

•48 

Biography,     History,     Voyages,  and 

Travel  ... 

3-63 

3-55 

Juvenile  Literature 

25-73 

24-63 

Magazines 

2-63 

2-74 

Miscellaneous  Literature 

•92 

1-08 

Reference  Library 

4-02 

4-19 

Percentag'es  of  Issues  (Lea  Bridg-e). 


Theology  and  Philosophy 

•08 

Biography 

•15 

Science  and  Art  ... 

1-23 

Sociology  .. 

•22 

Prose  Fiction 

51-95 

Poetry,  Classics,  and  the  Drama 

•03 

History  and  Travel 

1-18 

Juvenile  Literature 

39-55 

Magazines 

4-92 

Miscellaneous  Literature 

•63 
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TABLE  V. 


Borrowers'  Occupations, 

lyUo-/. 

Central. 

Lea  Bridge 

Accountants  ... 

12 

9 

Actors  and  Actress  ... 

3 

1 

Agents  and  Collectors 

29 

8 

Ambulance  Attendant 

1 

0 

Apprentices  and  Assistants  ... 

5 

19 

Architects  and  Surveyors 

2 

2 

Artists 

2 

1 

Auctioneers 

3 

0 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

6 

3 

Bath  Attendant   

0 

1 

Blacksmiths  and  Wheelwrig-hts 

3 

2 

Blind  Maker   

0 

1 

Boat  Builder    ...      •  ... 

1 

0 

Bookbinder 

1 

0 

Boot  Makers  ...   

9 

4: 

Brass  and  Coppersmith  v\  orkers  ... 

5 

1 

Brewer 

0 

1 

Bricklayers  and  Labourers  ... 

IS 

6 

Brushmakers  ... 

0 

2 

Builders  ... 

4 

7 

Butchers 

4 

0 

1*            jATI  1TTt1« 

Cabmet  Makers  and  Upholsterers  ... 

3 

2 

Caretakers 

6 

3 

Carmen 

3 

1 

Carpenters 

9 

4 

Carriage  Builder 

1 

0 

Cashiers 

4 

(TV 

z 

Cask  Merchant 

1 

0 

Caterer            ...  ... 

0 

1 

Chemists  and  Dispensers 

(\ 

r 

r> 

Civil  Servants 

..  50 

5 

Clerks  ... 

..  329 

118 

Clothier  and  Hosier  ... 

2 

0 

Coach  and  Waggon  Builders 

2 

0 

Coachman 

1 

Q 

Coffee  House  Keeper 

0 

1 

Commissionaires 

1 

2 

Cycle  Makers 

2 

0 

Dairymen 

2 

0 
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TABLE  Y.—Coniinued. 


Central.        Lea  Bridge. 

Dental  Mechanic       ...        ...  ...  . .  1  0 

Diamond  Setter        ...        ...  ...  ...  0  1 

Directory  Compiler    ...        ...  ...  ...  0  1 

Domestic  Servants    ...        ...  ...  ...  20  9 

Drapers  ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  10  1 

Draughtsmen  ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  G  1 

Dress  and  Mantle  Makers    ...  ...  ...  53  7 

Electricians      ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  12  6 

Electrotypers  ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  1  0 

Engine  Drivers  ...        ...  ...  ...  5  0 

Engineers  and  Fitters  ...  ...  ...  41  21 

Engravers       ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  0  2 

Factory  Hand  ...        ...  ...  ...  1  0 

Fishmonger     ...    ...  ...  0  1 

Foremen  ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  4  0 

French  Polishers       ...        ...  ...  1  2 

Fruiterers        ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  4  0 

Furriers  ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  3  0 

Gardeners        ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  1  2 

Glass  Blov^er  ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  0  1 

Grocers  ...        ...        ...    6  2 

Hairdressers    ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  3  1 

Hatter   ...  0  1 

Inspectors        ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  2  1 

Ironmonger     ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  1  0 

Jeweller  ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  1  1 

Journalist        ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  1  0 

Launderers      ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  1  2 

Law  Writer     ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  1  0 

Lay  Reader     ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  1  0' 

Leather  Cutter  ...        ...  ...  ...  1  0 

.Library  Assistants     ...        ...  ...  ...  3  0 

Licensed  Victuallers  ...        ...  ...  ...  1  2 

Machinists    3  10 

Managers  and  Superintendents  ...  ...  12  12 

Manufacturers  and  Merchants  ...  ...  9  7 

Masons    1  2 

Mechanics        ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  0  4 

Messengers  and  Office  Boys...  ...  ...  12  9 

Meter  fester   "   0  1 

Milliners    2  8 
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TABLE  V. — Continued. 


Central. 

Lea  Bridg 

Ministers  and  Clergy 

3 

1 

Motorman 

1 

0 

Musicians 

5 

4 

Nurses  ... 

8 

2 

Oilman 

1 

1 

Opticians 

2 

0 

Photographers 

1 

Physicians  and  Surgeons 

5 

3 

Pianoforte  Makers  and  Tuners 

2 

2 

Plumbers  and  Decorators 

4 

5 

Police  Constables 

4 

1 

Porters  and  Attendants 

4 

1 

Portmanteau  Maker 

1 

0 

Postmen 

0 

3 

Printers  and  Compositors 

30 

20 

Publisher's  Assistant  ... 

1 

0 

Railway  Employees  ... 

22 

2 

Rate  Collector 

1 

0 

Salvaition  Army  Officers 

2 

0 

Scholars  and  Students 

...  659 

367 

Secretaries 

1 

1 

School  Masters  and  Mistresses 

...  132 

49 

Shirtmaker 

1 

0 

Shop  Assistants 

38  . 

6 

Shorthand  Writers  and  Typists 

20 

5 

.Sign  writer 

0 

1 

Stationers 

0 

4 

Stewards 

2 

0 

.Stick  Mounter 

0 

1 

Tailors  and  Tailoress  ... 

3 

3 

Telegraphists  ... 

1 

2 

Telephone  Operators 

2 

3 

Tinplate  Workers 

2 

1 

Tobacconists  ... 

2 

0 

Travellers 

...  32 

16 

Waiters  and  Waitress 

3 

0 

Warehousemen  and  Storekeepers  ... 

...  32 

5 

Window  Cleaner 

0 

1 

Wire  Workers 

2 

2 

'Hot  stated  ...  

...  694 

273 

2,483 


1,123 
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TABLE  VL 

Tickets  withdrawn  of  cancelled  during*  the  year. 

Borrowers  left  the  District        ...        ...        ...        ...  136 

,,  deceased  ...        ...        ...       ...  4 

Cancelled,  expired,  and  not  called  for  ...        ...        ...  2,750 

2,890 
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SUMMARY— CENTRAL. 


Days  the  Library  was  open        ...        ...        ...  241 

Books  issued          ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  165,611 

Average  daily  issue  ...        ...                ...        ...  687' 18 

Largest  daily  issue,  April  12th,  1906   1,235 

Smallest  daily  issue,  July  10th,  1906    320 

Average  monthly  issue     ...        ...        ...        ..  13, 800* 91 

Largest  monthly  issue,  November,  1906          ...  16,728 

Smallest  monthly  issue,  June,  1906      ...        ...  5,163 

Number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,  March  31st, 

1906    22,977 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  purchase  ...        ...  1,226 

.      „       gift    32 

,,       ,,  magazines  bound       ...        ...        ...  86 

,,       ,,  pamphlets  purchased            ...        ...  4 

,,                  presented            ...        ...  13 

Total  number  added  during  the  year    ...        ...  1,361 

Withdrawn  from  circulation        ...        ...        ...  47 

Net  increase           ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  1,314 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,  March 

31st,  1907    24,291 

Books  lost  and  paid  for  by  borrowers    ...        ...  15 

Books  worn  out  and  replaced     ...        ...        ...  441 

Notices  posted  for  overdue  books        ...        ...  441 

Borrowers  on  Register,  March  31st,  1906      ...  5,387 


Borrowers  registered  during  the  year  ...  2,483 
Borrowers'  cards  cancelled  or  expired  ...  2,890 

Net  decrease    407 

Total  number  of  borrowers  on  Register,  March 

31st,  1907    4,980 


22 


SUMMARY— LEA  BRIDGE. 


Days  the  Library  was  open 
Books  issued 
Average  daily  issue 

Larg-est  daily  issue,  March  28th,  1907  ... 

Smallest  daily  issue,  July  3rd,  1906 

Average  monthly  issue 

Largest  monthly  issue,  January,  1907  ... 

Smallest  monthly  issue,  July,  1906 

Number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,  March  31st 

1906   

Number  of  volumes  added  by  purchase  ... 

M  y,  gift   

Total  number  added  during  the  year 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,  March 

31st,  1907   

Book  lost  and  paid  for  by  borrower 
Notices  posted  for  overdue  books 
Borrowers  on  Register,  March  31st,  1907 


191 
32,262 
168-91 
362 
13 
3,584-6 
4,671 
1,267 

3,734 
616 
2 

618 

4,352 
1 
48 
1,124 


23 


DONORS  TO  THE  LIBRARIES,  1906-7. 


Vols.  Pamphlets. 

Agent-General  for  Australia    ...        ...        ...  1 

Anonymous         ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  1 

"  B.A.,"  London    2 

Board  of  Ag-riculture    ...        ...        ...        ...  1 

Board  of  Trade  ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  1 

Bonnefin,  Dr.,  202    High  Road,  Leytonstone  3 

Bridge,  Mr.  J.  H.  (The  author)    1 

Canadian  Manufacturers'  Association,  Canada  1 

Co-operative  Tenants'  Housing  Council       ...  1 

Keig,  Mr.  W.,  Douglas,  Isle  of  Man  ...  1 

Librarian,  University,  Aberdeen        ...        ...  1 

London  County  Council  ...        ...        ...  4 

London  Directory  Co.,  25    Abchurch  Lane, 

E.C.    1 

Mayor  of  Colchester     ...        ...        ...        ...  2 

Morgan,  Mr.  D.  J.,  Bank  of  Scotland 

Chambers,  E.C.     ...        ...        ...        ...  6 

National  Union  of  Teachers    ...        ...        ...  i 

Nicholas,  Mr.  J.  H.,  County  Ofiices, 

Chelmsford  ...        ...         ..  1 

Pratt,  Mr.  E.  A.  (The  author)    1 

Pritchard,    Mr.    Chas.    H.,    51  Peterboro' 

Road,  Leytonstone  ...        ...        ...  3 

South-Eastern  Railway  Company      ...        ...  1 

Stubbs  Publishing  Company  ...        ...  1 

University  Tutorial  Press  ^    .  1 

Watson,  Mr.  C.  M.,  47  Victoria  Street,  S.W.  1 

West  Ham  Guardians  ...        ...  4 

Wire,  Mr.  A.  P.,  Birkbeck  Road, 

Leytonstone  ...    Collection  of 

local  cuttings.. 

Reports,  Catalogues,  &c.,  from  the  following  Public 
Libraries  and  Institutions  : — 

Accrington,  Arbroath,  Ashton  -  under  -  Lyne  Aston 
Manor,  Bangor  (U.S.A.),  Barrow-in-Furness,  Batterse:. 
belrast,  Birmmgham,  Bishopsgate  Institute,  Blackburn' 
Bootle,  Bournemouth,  Brentford,  Brighton,  Buxton' 
Chicago  (U.S.A.),  Chorley,  City  of  Cambridge  (U.SA)' 
City  of  Paterson  (N.J.),  City  of  Westminster,  Colchester 
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DOliOl^S— Continued. 

Cripplegate  Institute,  Croydon,  Darlington,  Detroit  (U.S.A.), 
Dewsbury,  Dundee,  Dukinfield,  Ealing,  Eastbourne,  Evan- 
ston  (U.S.A.),  Fulham,  Gosport  aind  Alvcrstoke,  Grand 
Rapids  (U.S.A.),  Great  Western  Railway  Institute,  Swindon, 
Great  Yarmouth,  Hammersmith,  Hanley,  Hartlepool, 
Hornsey,  Hove,  Kensal  Rise,  Kilburn,  Kimberley  (S.A.), 
Kingston-upon-Thames,  Leeds,  Leicester,  Leyland,  Lincoln, 
Longton,  Loughborough,  New  South  Wales,  Newcastle- 
under-Lyme,  Norwich,  Oldham  Lyceum,  Plymouth,  Port 
Elizabeth  (S.A.),  Preston,  Richmond,  Rochdale,  Salem 
(U.S.A.),  Scranton  (U.S.A.),  Shoreditch,  Stafford,  Stock- 
port, Stoke  Newington,  Toronto  (Canada),  Tottenham,  West 
Bromwich,  Willesden  Green,  Wimbledon,  Worcester,  York. 
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LEYTONSTONE  LIBRARY  SITE  FUND. 


The  I'ollowing  is  a  list  of  the  donors  to  the  fund,  all  of  whom  have  our 
grateful  acknowledgments  : — 


r 

5. 

rf. 

r 

5. 

d. 

VIIUI I  V  11  lU        l.l-'*-!  l^LylUH 

50 

0 

0 

\Tr     r^r\nnrillnr  AA'nllpr 

2 

2 

0 

Aft-  \^inni^nf 

*\ir.     Xv.      V  lllLcllL  ••- 

21 

0 

0 

ATt-    r^rii  1  n pi  1 1  r^r  'PrnmVilf 

iVX  1  .          \J\X\.\.K.\.\.\.\JV      X  1  LH11»_/1»^  ... 

1 

] 

0 

ivi r.    v\.         i^civvLuii  ••• 

0 

5 

Q 

A/Tt-     f^r^i  1  n r*!  1 1  nr  nmlins 

IVX  1  •          VJ  Ul  liV^llUJl  XWlllllilo... 

2 

2 

0 

Mr     T  Hnlrlen 

0 

10 

0 

Air.  Councillor  Sladc  ... 

2 

2 

0 

Mr     \    \V   Fi'nrllov   T  T  D 
ivir.         \\  .     iiiU-ici-j  ,  i-/  i-* .  i-^  - 

1 

Q 

Mr    T    A  Mnrris 

ivi  r .    J.  .  r\ .  ivx  u  1 1 1  o             - .  - 

1 

1 

0 

Mr    W  Glpn 

0 

10 

0 

1-Tf»inrl    Tr^iphprs  ATnvviUo 

i.VJ.1  .       X  »     V^ULll  Ldlt*y 

Road 

0 

15 

0' 

V\  ciriltrr,    iVl .  JT  ,  ... 

5 

Q 

0 

Aft-     H     P  Pnffpr 

i>il  .      Xx .      XV.      X  ULLt_I  ... 

0 

0 

^  tX  1?>c»     X.      XIUIIVJ^IC  ... 

0 

10 

0 

\\  IJlLWCll       V    W ol i                11 1  k^c*  1 1_> 

1 

1 

0 

iVXl  .       *  \    •      xv*      XJl  WlX^ilCiil  1  •*• 

0 

10 

(5 

1 

1 

0 

iVXl  .      VV  •     i-/<J.WoUll    •••  ••■ 

2 

2 

AT  ICC  T  (^(^ 

0 

10 

0 

iVXl^b     O-     l_L»clHJtl        ■•■  ... 

0 

0 

Air    P    AA'  Smith 

i»H.     X-      VV.     OlUlLll  -•• 

0 

10 

6 

i>x I .    VV  -    vj.    j_-/criic4.iii  •.. 

0 

6 

Q 

Air     AJ     C  Rnlfnn 

0 

0 

Mr    r    R  FifL-i*n 

l»x  I  .   J  .    JLV .    Ill  Kill    ...  ... 

Q 

ATr    \K1    W  AA'psfnn 

IMF.     VV.    Xl. .     VVtoLVJll  ... 

0 

10 

6 

Miss  M    T  Ahhov 

0 

5 

0 

Alice  F  Ficp 

0 

5 

0 

2 

2 

Q 

ATr    AA/    A  IM'irhpfh 

IMi-    V  V  .  L\»   i^  cii  utr  Lii          •  ■  ■ 

0 

2 

(j 

Miss    F     T  nmh 

Q 

5 

0 

AT  t-     P)     P  Thnmn^ 

IVX  1  .      X_/ .     X.      XJlvJlllclo  ... 

0- 

IN'Ir.  W' .  JciccjuGs  ...  ... 

90 

Q 

Q 

ATp»;v;i-t      A      T-T  \lMi-i;bnH 
i\iessis.    i\.    jri .    ivxcii  :^iiciii 

IVxi  .    VV.    x  I  cil  L1L.L.    ...  ... 

0 

10 

&  Co. 

1 

1 

0 

Mr.  E. 

1 

-L 

T 

X 

n 

U 

iUc     L/irLLlUlS,      J.     <X  x>. 

Mr     D     R  Dnhprfv 

5 

Q 

r^iiTTTi^iic     T  rri 

L_>Ulll|JLl>,          H-l .     ...  ... 

0 

0 

x^Xlr5;>    i  .    xj.    ^lUSb  ... 

Q 

5 

Q 

i>xr.    vj.    X  .    i>xui  1  ... 

5 

5 

0 

A  ^A'^onci f V^rrl  fripnrl  " 

2 

0 

0 

Rpv    W    ;\  Beckett 

0 

10 

Anon         /^npr  (^r^iinpillrir 

Or    T  Smvth 

2 

2 

0 

Heather) 

5 

Q 

() 

ATr    D    S  Cornish 

1 

1 

0 

Or.  Lindsciy 

1 

Q 

"  A  friend  of  Councillor 

i\ 1 1    UlU.  irit-llU.  lilt: 

X  1  LLctlll  o                     .  •  •             .  .  - 

5 

5 

0' 

1^  I  Ul  cllltii  1^               ...  ... 

2] 

Q 

Q 

ATr    T     A  Oix^nn 

i>ir.  J.  ii..  X-/1.VD1I  ... 

0 

10 

0 

Annn         ^npr    r~^m  i  nr-illr^r 

ATr    W    T  Cox 

1>X1.       VV.     J.           Kj             •  •  •                  .-  *  . 

0 

2 

0 

Pittam) 

n 
u 

1/ 

1*11.    JTl .    n*.    X^tbLtl  ... 

\ 

\ 

0 

Mr     P      \\J'~i\'A     T  P 

9 

9 

n 

ATr    A  F\\M"n 

2 

2 

0 

Mr.  E.  J.  Davis  

2 

2 

0 

Mrs.  Davenport  ... 

0 

5 

0 

Mr.  Z.  Moon   

2 

2 

0 

Miss  R.  Neels   

0 

5 

0 

Mr.  B.  Biggs   

10 

0 

0 

Mr.  T.  Body   

0 

5 

0 

Messrs,  Tonkin  &  Palmer 

0 

10 

0 

Mr.  W.  Whittingham  ... 

1 

1 

0 

Mr.  A.  Cole   

1 

0 

0 

Mr.  T.  Shelton   

0 

5 

0 

Mr.  F.  J.  Coxhead 

20 

0 

0 

Leyton     Urban  District 

Mr.  J.  J.  Griffiths,  J. P. 

50 

0 

0 

Ratepayers'  Association 

1 

1 

0 

Mr.  J.  Webb   

0 

5 

0 

Mr.  W.  Gompertz 

0 

10 

6 

Messrs.   T.   Miles  &  Co. 

2 

2 

0 

Fetter     Lane  Saturday 

Mr.  Councillor  Musgrave, 

Evening  Concerts 

0 

7 

6 

J. P.,  C.A  

2 

2 

0 

Notrab  " 

0 

5 

0 

Mr.  Councillor  Heather  ... 

1 

1 

0 

Mr.  F.  C.  Stacey 

0 

2 

G 

Mr.  Councillor  Wilcock... 

1 

1 

0 

Mr.  W.  Boulton,  junior  ... 

0 

10 

0 

Mr.  Councillor  Benton  ... 

2 

2 

0 

Mr.  H.  J.  Tisshaw 

0 

5 

0 

Mr.  Councillor  Deering... 

1 

1 

0 

Mr.  P.  Pinnick   

0 

2 

6 

Mr.  Councillor  Hurry  ... 

1 

1 

0 

Mr.  H.  Beazley   

0 

10 

& 
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M  EMORABl  LIA. 


Area  of  the  district  ... 

2,491  acres 

Population 

  108,000 

Rateable  Value 

/:491,829  15  0 

Acts  adopted  ... 

November,  1891 

Librarian  appointed  ... 

July,  1892 

Lending  Library  opened 

June,  1893 

Reference  Library  and  Reading  Room  opened 

February,  1897 

Children's  Library  opened 

...     March,  1897 

Branch  Reading  Room,  Cann  Hall,  opened 

May,  1898 

Book  Delivery  Station  ,, 

February,  1899 

Leyton  stone  ,, 

December,  1899 

closed 

June,  1901 

Lea  Bridge  (Carnegie)  Library  opened 

...      April,  1906 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST. 


I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Ley  ton  Urban 
District  Council  in  the  Cotmty  of  Essex,  out  of 
snoh  part  of  my  personal  estate  as  may  lawf^llly 
be    appropriated   for    the    purpose,    the     sum  of 


free  from  Legacy  Duty,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Public  Library  of  the  said  Council,  to  be  expended 
in  such  manner  as  they  may  deem  expedient  for 
the  enlargement  and  greater  efficiency  of  the  said 
Library. 

Donations  may  be  notified  to  the  Librarian, 
Public  Library,  Leyton,  and  will  be  gladly  received 
and  acknowledged  by  the  Committee, 


LEYTON 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 


COMMITTEE  AND  OFFICERS,  1907=8. 
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XibrariaiVs  Hnnual  IReport, 


1907-1908.  K^, 

To  the  Chamnan  and  Members  of  the  Library 
Committee. 

Gentlemen, — 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  Fifteenth 
Annual  Report  on  the  Leyton  PubHc  Libraries.  Year  by 
year  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  bring  before  you  in  the 
Annual  Report  various  phases  of  the  character  of  our  work, 
as  well  as  to  record  the  extension  of  the  Library's  operations. 

How  large  and  important  a  place  the  Library  fills  in 
the  public  life  is  perhaps  more  often  taken  for  granted  than 
adequately  realised  or  thoughtfully  considered.  Were  it  only 
a  channel  for  the  circulation  of  what  is  called  "  light  litera- 
ture," the  existence  of  the  institutions  would  be  more  than 
justified.  But  beyond  all  that  the  Public  Library  ministers  in 
an  ever  increasing  degree  to  the  wants  of  all  classes  of  the 
community.  While  a  Library  of  this  character  cannot  to 
any  extent  become  a  collection  of  rare  editions,  costly  in  pro- 
portion to  their  rarity,  yet  it  has  been  possible  to  acquire 
valuable  works — not  easily  obtainable  by  the  individual — of 
interest  to  the  student  and  to  men  whose  delight  is  in  literary 
research.  It  is  particularly  pleasing  to  note  the  use  made  of 
the  Libraries  by  a  growing  number  of  young  men  of  studious 
character,  and  it  is  one  of  the  features  of  a  librarian's  work, 
that  he  is  so  frequently  able  to  direct  young  students  to  the 
best  sources  for  obtaining  instruction  in  their  pursuits. 
Another  class  of  visitors,  whom  it  is  our  pleasure  to  serve, 
are  the  business  men — men  whose  leisure  is  limited,  but  who 
are  given  to  reading  and  appreciate  good  books,  and  who  are 
always  grateful  for  any  help  given  them  in  the  selection  of 
volumes  which  may  interest  and  instruct. 
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The  most  striking  event  in  the  year  now  under  review 
is  the  opening  of  the  Branch  Library  at  Leytonstone,  thus 
completing  the  scheme  of  Libraries  so  long  contemplated. 
The  Library  was  formally  opened  by  Councillor  Guy  on 
January  18th.  It  is  too  early  to  state  that  the  most  sanguine 
anticipations  have  already  been  realised,  with  which  this 
latest  addition  to  our  family  of  Libraries  was  confidently 
regarded  ere  it  came  into  being,  but  the  facts  that  during 
the  ten  weeks  of  its  existence,  prior  to  the  closing  of  this 
Report,  18,396  books  were  issued  and  28,884  readers  visited 
the  Reading  Rooms,  are  "  no  mean  earnest  "  of  a  great  issue 
during  the  year,  and  foretell  a  vigorous  and  useful  career 
when  this  infant  shall  have  attained  maturer  age. 

Another  event  in  the  year's  work  has  been  the  Exhibi- 
tion illustrating  the  "process  of  Book  production,"  opened 
at  Lea  Bridge  Branch  Library  on  February  5th.  A  note- 
worthy feature  in  connection  with  the  Exhibition  was  the 
visits  paid  by  some  1,500  children  in  32  groups,  from  the 
Elementary  Schools  of  the  district,  in  charge  of  their 
teachers.  On  the  occasion  of  each  of  these  visits  your 
Librarian  personally  attended  and  described  the  various  ex- 
hibits, and  explained  their  uses  in  the  making  of  books.  The 
process  of  paper-making,  type-casting,  the  setting  and 
arrangement  of  the  type  in  forme,  the  preparation  of  the 
stereotype  cylinder,  wood-cuts,  electro-plates,  the  marvels  of 
the  Linotype  machine,  and  the  various  stages  of  many  kinds 
of  bookbinding  were  all  described.  Not  the  least  interest- 
ing section  of  the  Exhibition  was  the  collection  of  objects 
showing  the  processes  in  the  printing  and  illustrating  of  a 
newspaper,  kindly  lent  by  the  proprietors  of  the  "  Daily 
Chronicle. 

The  show  cases  in  the  Central  Reading  Room  have  been 
made  additionally  attractive  through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  F. 
James,  of  Holcombe,  Bath,  who  lent  a  miner's  lamp,  candle- 
stick, and  scoring  sticks.  These  latter  were  shown  and  ex- 
plained at  the  Book  Exhibition  at  Lea  Bridge,  and  evoked 
many  expressions  of  appreciation  of  the  very  ingenious, 
though  primitive,  forms  of  communication  indicated  thereon. 

For  the  beautiful  collection  of  Prints  and  Engravings 
displayed  in  the  Central  Reading  Room  we  are  indebted  to 
Mr.  Henry  Hayes,  of  Leytonstone.  This  collection  has  been 
changed  several  times  during  the  year,  and  has  attracted 
much  attention. 
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Larg-e  increases  have  been  made  to  our  stock  since,  the 
last  Report,  and  in  the  selection  of  new  volumes  the  tastes 
and  requirements  of  our  large  and  varied  class  of  readers 
have  been  carefully  considered.  The  total  number  of  books 
now  in  the  Libraries  amounts  to  34,238,  divided  as  follows  : — ■ 

Central    24,859 

Lea  Bridge   4,933 

Leytonstone  ...        ...        ...  4,439 


I  may  be  permitted  to  point  out  that  the  number  of 
books  allocated  to  the  Branches  does  not  fully  represent  the 
total  strength  of  those  Libraries,  for  while  it  is  not  expedient 
to  duplicate  or  triplicate  a  large  number  of  works  in  the 
higher  branches  of  knowledge,  selections  of  works  from  each 
class  are  sent  from  the  Central  Library  to  each  Branch,  which 
selection  will  be  added  to  or  exchanged  as  opportunity  arises 
or  occasion  demands.  It  may  be  further  mentioned  that  the 
whole  resources  of  the  Central  Library  are  available  to  every 
reader  at  the  Branches,  who  may  have  any  book  sent  to  the 
Library  most  convenient  to  him.  Thus  the  maximum  of 
efficiency  and  usefulness  is  attained  at  a  minimum  of  cost. 


In  considering  the  statistics  relating  to  the  readers,  th6 
fact  must  not  be  overlooked  that  only  10  weeks  of  the  work 
of  Leytonstone  Library  is  included  in  these  returns. 


The  total  number  of  books  issued  during  the  year  was 
241,957,  a  net  increase  upon  the  previous  year's  issue  of 
44,084,  or  if  the  Leytonstone  issues  are  deducted  we  still 
register  an  increase  of  25,688;  while  the  total  number  of 
readers  in  all  departments  were  no  fewer  than  635,008. 


These  are  detailed  as  follows  : — 

Issues  from  the  Central  Library  ...        ...  164,772 

Lea  Bridge    58,789 

,,               Leytonstone  ,,  ...        ...  18,396 

Readers  in  the  Central  Reading  Room  ...  208,206 

Lea  Bridge  ...  155,961 

Levtonstonc  ...  28,884 
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It  might  not  unreasonably  have  been  supposed  that  the 
openhig  of  two  attractive  and  well  equipped  Branch  Libraries 
would  have  materially  relieved  the  pressure  upon  the  Central 
Library,  but  it  is  significant  that  although  between  70,000 
and  80,000  volumes  have  been  issued  from  the  Branches,  this 
has  scarcely  affected  the  issues  at  the  Central — the  difference 
on  the  whole  year  being  but  839  books.  This  fact  discloses 
a  genuine  extension  of  the  Libraries'  operations,  and  mani- 
fests an  entirely  new  and  enlarged  clientelage.  Such  a  remark- 
able illustration  of  the  extended  sphere  of  our  activities  and 
the  evident  appreciation  of  these  developments  on  the  part  of 
the  public,  emphatically  justifies  the  wisdom  of  the  Com- 
mittee in  establishing  these  Libraries,  while  it  would  be  na 
less  pleasing  to  Dr.  Carnegie  to  know  that  the  institutions 
made  practicable  by  his  munificence  are  so  largely  used. 


It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  Library  is  contributing 
so  markedly  not  only  to  the  interest  and  recreation  of  our 
readers ;  but  in  an  eminent  degree  is  also  serving  those 
higher  purposes  of  education  and  enlightenment  which  are 
the  ultimate  aims  of  a  Public  Library.  If  one  turns  to 
Table  II.,  which  gives  an  analysis  of  the  class  of  literature 
read,  it  will  be  seen  that  106,291  volumes  are  of  a  non- 
fictitious  character.  This  increased  demand  for  the  more 
solid  class  of  books  is  significant  of  much  that  is  healthy  and 
promising  in  the  public  taste.  In  this  connection,  too,  it 
should  be  remembered  that  many  of  the  works  of  fiction 
represent  the  best  forms  of  English  literature.  While  it  is 
true  that  one  should  not  make  Scott's  novels  a  text-book  for 
the  study  of  history,  it  is  none  the  less  true  that  there  are 
works  of  fiction  which  convey  to  the  reader  clearer  con- 
ceptions of  the  character  and  conditions  of  English  life,  than 
perhaps  they  could  gain  by  some  concise  manual  specifically 
dealing  with  the  particular  period  covered  by  the  tale. 
Stories  of  English,  Scotch,  and  Welsh  village  life — stories 
entirely  void  of  anything  akin  to  sensationalism — have  been 
in  eager  demand,  and  works  of  this  character  have  more  than 
held  their  own  against  the  claims  of  books  whose  chief  appeal 
is  in  their  extravagant  and  sensational  plots. 


It  is  our  aim  to  make  the  Library  the  intellectual  home 
of  the  district,  and  in  a  very  real  sense  the  university  of 
the  people."  uplifting  those  upon  whose  support  it  depends, 
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and  it  is  with  much  pleasure  I  report  that  8,347  volumes  have 
been  used  in  the  Reference  Library  during  the  year,  being 
an  increase  of  nearly  1,500,  and  the  largest  number  I  have 
ever  been  able  to  report  before. 

In  reviewing  the  issues  of  the  past  year  one  is  tempted 
to  transgress  the  limits  of  a  necessarily  brief  report  and 
moralise  on  the  effect  upon  the  District  by  the  dissemination 
of  such  an  amount  of  mental  pabulum.  The  love  of  books  is 
at  enmity  with  the  base  and  the  mean,  and  such  a  love  surely 
encourages  the  love  of  things  of  good  report. 

"  Misers  and  bookmen  make  poor  company, 

Nor  dwell  in  peace  beneath  the  same  roof-tree. " 

It  is  with  these  thoughts  in  mind  that  I  commend  to 
your  consideration  the  appended  tables,  showing  the  classi- 
fication of  the  stock,  the  readers,  the  issues,  and  other 
details. 

The  Library  Magazine  has  been  continued  as  in  former 
years,  and  has  enabled  us  to  keep  our  readers  acquainted 
with  the  latest  additions  to  our  shelves.  The  circulation  of 
this  Magazine  is  well  maintained,  and  is  eagerly  looked  for 
by  our  regular  readers. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  record  that  out  of  so  large  an  issue 
as  I  have  reported  that  only  three  books  of  the  value  of  9s. 
were  missing  at  Stocktaking. 

It  would  not  be  right  to  close  my  Report  without  ex- 
pressing my  high  appreciation  of  the  efficient  services  of 
my  Assistants.  The  rearrangement  of  duties  consequent 
upon  the  opening  of  the  Leytonstone  Library  entailed  many 
additional  demands  upon  their  time,  but  the  duties  have  been 
cheerfully  discharged  and  the  work  of  reorganisation  robbed 
of  its  difficulties  by  their  loyalty  and  zeal. 

To  those  who  have  made  contributions  of  books  and 
magazines  to  the  Library,  my  hearty  thanks  are  given,  and  I 
would  again  express  my  indebtedness  to  the  Editors  and 
Proprietors  of  our  local  newspapers  for  the  repeated  instances 
upon  which  they  have  lent  us  their  aid. 


10 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  this  Committee  I 
desire  once  more  to  tender  my  cordial  thanks  for  their  unvary- 
ing Icindness  and  considerate  help. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Z.  MOON, 

Librarian. 
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TABLE  I. 

Number  and  Classification  of  Volumes  in  the 
Central  Library. 


1  neology  and  r^nilosopny 

IIDI 

Science  and  Art... 

2566 

Sociology 

701 

Prose  Fiction   

••  6315 

Poetry,  Classics,  and  the  Drama 

544 

Biography,  History,  Voyages  and  Travels  . 

..  3860 

Juvenile  Literature 

2528 

Magazines 

463 

Miscellaneous  Literature 

..  818 

Reference  Library   

5903 

24859 

Number  and  Classification  of  Volumes  in  the 
Leytonstone  Library. 


Theology  and  Philosophy       ...  ...       ...  3 

Science  and  Art          ...        ...  ...        ...  130 

Sociology          ...       ...       ...  ...       ...  7 

Prose  Fiction    ...       ...       ...  ...       ...  3041 

Poetry,  Classics,  and  the  Drama  ...       ...  5 

History,  Voyages  and  Travels    26 

Juvenile  Literature      ...       ...  ...       ...  1137 

Magazines    42 

Miscellaneous  Literature       ...  ...        ...  13 

Reference  Library      ...       ...  ...       ...  35 


4439 
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TABLE  I. — Contimied. 

Number  and  Classification  of  Volumes  in  the 
Lea  Bridg-e  Library. 


Theology  and  Philosophy       ...  ...  ...  7 

Biography         ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  5 

Science  and  Art...       ...     .  ...  ...  ...  137 

Sociology          ...       ...       ...  ...  ...  10 

Prose  Fiction     ...       ...       ...  ...  ...  3384 

Poetry,  Classics,  and  the  Drama  ...  ...  8 

History,  Voyages  and  Travels  ...  ...  34 

Juvenile  Literature      ...        ...  ...  ...  1237 

Magazines         ...       ...       ...  ...  ...  52 

Miscellaneous  Literature        ...  ...  ...  21 

Reference  Library       ...  ...  ...  36 


4931 
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TABLE  IV. 
Percentag-es  of  Issues  (Central). 


CLASS. 

1  QAr,  1 
iUUu-  ( 

1  OClT  Q 

iJyj  i  -o. 

  -  - 

Theology  and  Philosophy 

•91 

•92 

Science  and  Art  ... 

4-71 

5-35 

Sociology 

•52 

•49 

Prose  Fiction 

57-14 

00-2d 

Poetry,  Classics,  and  the  Drama 

•48 

•43 

Biography,  History,  Voyages,  and  Travel 

3-55 

3-78 

Juvenile  Literature 

24-63 

24-79 

Magazines 

2-74 

3-12 

Miscellaneous  Literature 

1-08 

-76 

Reference  Library 

4-19 

5-06 

Percentag'es  of  Issues  (Lea  Bridgfe). 

1906-7. 

] 907-8. 

Theology  and  Philosophy 

•08 

.12 

Biography 

To 

.08 

Science  and  Art  ... 

1^23 

2-27 

Sociology  ..         ...        ...        ...  ... 

•22 

•14 

Prose  Fiction 

51-95 

58-24 

Poetry,  Classics,  and  the  Drama 

•03 

•09 

History  and  Travel 

1-18 

•93 

Juvenile  Literature 

39-55 

33  6 

Magazines 

4-92 

4 

Miscellaneous  Literature 

•63 

.49 

Percentagres  of  Issues  (Leytonstone). 


1907-8. 

Theology  and  Philosophy 

•24 

Science  and  Art  ... 

3T4 

Sociology 

•08 

Prose  Fiction 

60-17 

Poetry,  Classics,  and  the  Drama 

•13 

History  and  Travel 

1-02 

Juvenile  Literature   

33-84 

Magazines  ... 

•94 

Miscellaneous  Literature... 

•40 
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TABLE  V. 
Borrowers'  Occupations,  1907-8. 

Central.     Leytonstone.    Lea  Bridge. 


Accountants 

1  A 
1 

Q 
O 

A 

•i 

Actors  ... 

Z 

U 

U 

Agents  and  Collectors 

Qn 
oU 

1  O 

18 

Apprentices  and  Assistants  ... 

o  r 

o  o 

24 

Architects  and  Surveyors 

Q 
O 

K 
0 

z 

Art  Metal  Workers  ... 

Q 
O 

Z 

Artists  and  Designers  ... 

7 

3 

1 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

10 

5 

() 

Bootmakers 

5 

3 

5 

Bricklayers  and  Labourers  ... 

14 

4 

2 

Builders  and  Masons   

4 

11 

7 

Building  Inspector 

0 

0 

1 

Butchers 

.3 

A 

0 

Cabinet  Makers 

0 

1  . 

2 

Carmen 

1 

1 

4 

Carpenters  and  Joiners 

14 

5 

8 

Chemists  and  Druggists 

7 

4 

1 

Civil  Servants  ... 

16 

15 

2 

Clerks,  Bookkeepers,  &c. 

363 

234 

66 

Coach  and  Waggon  Makers... 

7 

2 

1 

Coffee-house  Keepers 

1 

1 

0 

Contractors 

0 

1 

1 

Domestic  Servants 

6 

21 

12 

Drapers  and  Milliners 

34 

12 

5 

Dressmakers  and  Machinists 

22 

33 

6 

Electricians  and  Electric  Workers 

2 

3 

4 

Engineers,  Fitters  and  Mechanics  .. 

49 

34 

14 

French  Polishers 

1 

0 

1 

Furriers 

2 

1 

1 
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TABLE  v.— Continued 


T  PX'tAn c("Anr> 

Lea  B 

Gardeners  and  Florists 

1 

2 

0 

Groom 

0 

1 

0 

Hairdressers 

2 

2 

0 

Inspectors 

4 

1 

0 

Ivory  Workers 

2 

0 

0 

Japanner 

t) 

1 

0 

Jewellers  and  Watchmakers  ... 

2 

2 

1 

Journalists 

7 

1 

0 

Lamplighters  ... 

1 

1 

0 

Laundrymen     ...  ... 

2 

1 

0 

Library  Assistants 

3 

Q 

0 

Licensed  Victuallers  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Managers  and  Superintendents 

2Q, 

7 

0 

Mariners 

2 

2 

0 

Merchants  and  ?vTanufacturers 

4 

11 

10 

Messengers  and  Office  Boys... 

21 

4 

2 

Ministers  and  Clerg^v  ... 

8 

5 

1 

Moulder 

0 

1 

0 

Musicians 

3 

2 

1 

Nurses 

.  8 

4 

3 

Omnibus  Conductors  ... 

2 

0 

1 

Photopfraphers 

1 

2 

0 

Physicians  and  Surgeons 

3 

1 

0 

Pianoforte  Maker 

1 

0 

0 

Picture  Frame  Maker 

1 

0 

0 

Plumbers,  Decorators,  and  Painters 

10 

12 

1 

Police  Constables 

4 

0 

0 

Porters  and  Attendants 

2- 

3 

0 

Post  Office  Employes 

8 

16 

10 

Printers 

19 

15 

6 

Railway  Employes 

30 

6 

3 

Registrars 

1 

1 

0 

iridge 
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TABLE  V. — Continued. 

Central.    Leytonstone.   Lea  Bridge 


Rule  Maker   

0 

1 

0 

Saddler  

1 

0 

0 

Salvation  Army  Officers 

1 

1 

Q 

Sanitary  Inspectors 

1 

1 

0 

Scholars  and  Students 

...  688 

397 

288 

School  Attendance  Officers  . 

2 

0 

1 

Schoolmasters,  Mistresses,  & 

Teachers  114 

66 

29 

Shipbuilder 

1 

0 

0 

Shopkeepers 

33 

20 

20 

Solicitors 

0 

0 

2 

Stewards  and  Waiters 

3 

0 

Tailors 

.       ...  11 

5 

4 

1  cicpiiuiic  wpcraLors  ... 

7  ■ 
...  i 

2  ■■ 

yj 

Tinplate  Workers 

2 

0 

0 

Tramway  Officials 

0 

3 

0 

Travellers 

22 

30 

14 

Umbrella  Maker 

1 

0 

0 

Warehousemen 

18 

13 

10 

Not  stated 

...  6i3 

419 

233 

2375 

1523 

835 

22 


TABLE  VI. 

Tickets  withdrawn  or  cancelled  during*  the  year. 
Central. 

Borrowers  left  the  District    55 

Cancelled,  expired,  and  not  called  for    1,650 

1,705 

Lea  Bridg-e. 

Borrowers  left  the  District    85 

Cancelled,  and  not  called  for  ...    167 

252 
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SUMMARY— CENTRAL. 


Days  the  Library  was  open    ...        ...        ...        ...  247 

Books  issued     ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  164772 

Average  daily  issue     ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  667 

Largest  daily  issue,  April  2nd,  1907                      ...  1075 

Smallest  daily  issue,  August  2nd,  1907    360 

Average  monthly  issue    13731 

Largest  monthly  issue,  October,  1907    15966 

Smallest  monthly  issue,  June,  1907  ...    5053 

Number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,   March  31st, 

1907    2'4291 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  purchase    1292 

M               M              M       gift   14 

,,  magazines  bound   100 

Total  number  added  during  the  year         ...        ...  1406 

Withdrawn  from  circulation   838 

Net  increase    568 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,  March 

31st,  1908    24859 

Books  lost  and  paid  for  by  borrowers       ...        ...  9 

Books  worn  out  and  replaced   2255 

Notices  posted  for  overdue  books    482 

Borrowers  on  Register,  March  31st,  1907    4980 

Borrowers  registered  during  the  year       ...  2375 

Borrowers'  cards  cancelled  or  expired       ...  1705 

Net  increase     ...        ...        ...       ...       ...  .670 

Total  number  of  borrowers  on  Register,  March 

31st.  1908    5650 
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SUMMARY— LEA  BRIDGE. 


Days  the  Library  was  open  ...        ...        ...        ...  247 

Books  issued      59789 

Average  daily  issue    ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  242 

Largest  daily  issue,  March  19th,  1908    580 

Smallest  daily  issue,  July  5th,  1907    99 

Average  monthly  issue         ...        ...        ...        ...  4982 

Largest  monthly  issue,  March,  1908   7097 

Smallest  monthly  issue,  July,  1907  ...        ...        ...  4172 

Number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,  March  31st, 

1907    4352 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  purchase      ...        ...  570 

gift   1 

,,       ,,  magazines  bound  ...        ...        ...        ...  9 

Total  number  added  during  the  year  ...        ...        ...  580 

Withdrawn  from  circulation  ...        ...        ...        ...  1 

Net  increase      ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  579 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,  March 

31st,  1908    4931 

Books  lost  and  paid  for  by  borrowers       ...        ...  4 

Books  worn  out  and  replaced         ...        ...        ...  6 

Notices  posted  for  overdue  books    ...    157 

Borrowers  on  Register,  March  31st,  1907    1124 

Borrowers  registered  during  the  year         ...  835 

Borrowers'  cards  cancelled  or  expired       ...  252 

Net  increase      ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  583 

Total  number  of  borrowers  on   Register,  March 

31st,  1908    1707 
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SUMMARY— LEYTONSTONE. 


Days  the  Library  was  open  ...        ...        ...        ...  52 

Books  issued    18396 

Average  daily  issue    ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  353' 7 

Largest  daily  issue,  March  19th,  1908    580 

Smallest  daily  issue,  January  21st,  1908     ...        ...  44 

Average  monthly  issue         ...        ...        ...        ...  6132 

Largest  monthly  issue,  March,  1908    9720 

Smallest  monthly  issue,  January,  1908       ...        ...  1252 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,  March 

31st,  1908    4439 

Total  number  of  borrowers   on  Register,  March 

31st,  1908    1523 
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DONORS  TO  THE  LIBRARIES,  1907-8. 


Vols. 


Anonymous         ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  45  parts. 

Austin,  Mr.  VV.,  125,  Dawlish  Road,  Leyton  27 

"  B.A.   London"  (author)       ...        ...        ...  3  pamp. 

Borrajo,  Mr.  E.  M.,  Guildhall  Library,  E.G....  9 

Caine,  Rev.  G.,   Ipwicn  (author)      ...        ...  1  do. 

Dawson,  Mr.  W.,  Town  Hall,  Leyton         ...  1 

Deards,  Mr.  S.,  Harlow  (author)      ...        ...  1  do, 

Dovvding,  Mr.   Gouncillor,   Golchester  Road, 

Leyton         ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  6  do. 

Fairbairn  &  Wingfield,  Messrs.,  64,  Gannon 

Street,  E.G.    17 

General  Manager,  Paddington  Station         ...  1 
Glenny,  Mr.  W.,  Barking      ...        ...        ...  1 

Gould,  Mr.  I.  G.,  Loughton  (author)  ...       ...  2  do. 

Grigg,  Mr.  VV.  G.,  8,  Ruckholt  Road,  Leyton  1 
Grigg,  Mr.  W.  J.,  50,  Leyton   Park  Road 

Leyton         ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  1 

Hammock,  Mr.  W.  G.,  High  Road,  Leyton- 

stone  (author)         ...        ...        ...        ...  1 

Hayes,  Mr.  H.,  Southwell  Grove  Road,  Ley- 

tonstone       ...        ...        ...        ...        ...      8       24  prints. 

Hogan,  Dr.  J.  F.  Butler-,  Tottenham  U.D.G.  1 
Holdgate,  Mr.  R.,  Gravvley  Road,  Leyton  ...  7 
Humphreys,  Mr.  H.,  Beechcroft  Road,  Leyton- 

stone  ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  3  pamp. 

Johnston,  Mr.  A.,  J. P.,  Woodford    1 

Layton,  Chas.  &  E.,  56,  Farringdon  Stre»-t, 

E.G.  (publishers)    ...        ...        ...        ...  2 

Liddiard,  Mr.  T.  W.,  Walthamstow  Education 

Offices    2 

London   Directory  Go.,  25,  Abchurch  Lane, 

E.G.    1 

McGrath,  Miss,  Gumberland  ...        ...        ...  1 

Manager,  London  Bridge  Station      ...        ...  2 

Mather  &  Growther,   Messrs.,   New  Bridge 

Street,  E.G   1 

Mitchell,  Mr.    Gouncillor,  Beacontree  Road, 

Leytonstone  ...        ...        ...        ...  1 

Pittam,  Mr.   Councillor,  J. P.,   Manor  Road, 

Leyton        ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  1  do. 
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DONORS — Continued. 


Vols. 


Pratt,  Mr.  E.  A,,  Farnborough,  Kent  (author)  1 
Principal,  Hackney  Institute    ...        ...        ...  1 

Principal,  London  County  Council  School,  Bolt 

Court    1 

Rafter,  Mr.  J.,  University  College,  Bristol  ...  1 
Secretary,  Church  Emigration  Society  ...  1 
Secretary,  National  Union  of  Teachers  ...  1 
Secretary,  St.  Albans  Branch  of  Church  of 

England  Temoerance  Society      ...        •-•  1 
Smith,  Mr.  W.,  c/o  Messrs.  Grant  Richards 

(author)        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  1 

Statistical  Officer,  London  County  Council  ...  2  pamp. 

Stringer,  Miss,  30,  Granleigh  Road,  Leyton- 

stone  ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  21 

Tallack,  Mr.  R.  J.,  48,  Wellesley  Road,  Ley- 

tonstone       ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  2 

Town  Clerk,  Exeter      ...        ...        ...        ...  1 

Trustees  late  Mr.   W.  E.  Gladstone,  M.P., 

per  Mr.  Murray    3 

University  Tutorial  Colleg-e,  Cambridge      ...  1 
Webb,  Mr.  J.,  Oliver  Road,  Leyton  (author)...  4  do. 
Wright,  Mr.  C,  53,  St.  George's  Road,  Ley- 
ton   20 


Reports,  Catalogues,  &c.,  from  the  following  Public  Libraries 
and  Institutions  :  — 

Acton,  Ashton-under-Lyiie,  Aston  Manor,  Bangor  (U.S.A.),  Barry, 
Battersea,  Birmingham,  Blackburn,  Bolton,  Brighton^ 
Bristol,  Bury,  Chicago  (U.S.A.),  City  of  Preston  (N.J.), 
Cork,  Cripplegate,  Croydon,  Derby,  Detroit  (U.S.A.), 
Dewsbury,  Dunkfield,  Erith,  Folkestone,  Gloucester,  Grand 
Rapids  (U.S.A.),  Great  Yarmouth,  Hammersmith,  Hartle- 
pool, Hornsey,  Hyde,  Kensal  Rise,  Leeds,  Leicester, 
Lincoln,  Portsmouth,  Richmond,  Salem  (U.S.A.),  Scranton 
(U.S.A.),  Shoreditch,  Stoke  Newington,  Toronto  (Canada), 
Tottenham,  Twickenham,  Tynemouth.  Walthamstow, 
Wandsworth,  West  Bromwich,  Westminster,  Willesden 
Green,  Wimbledon,  Windsor,  Worcester,  York. 


28 


MEMORABILIA. 


Area  of  the  district  ... 

2,594  acres 

Population  (Estimated)   

  120,000 

Rateable  Value 

£id8,m  15  0 

Acts  adopted... 

,.  November,  1891 

Librarian  appointed  .  .   

 July,  1892 

Lending  Library  opened 

 June,  1893 

Reference  Library  and  Reading  Room  opened. . 

.     February,  1897 

Children's  Library  opened  ... 

March,  1897 

Branch  Reading  Room,  Cann  Hall,  opened 

May,  1898 

closed 

January,  1908 

Book  Delivery  Station  ,, 

opened 

..    February,  1899 

closed 

January,  1908 

,,  Leytonsto 

opened 

..  December,  1899 

)>            >>  it 

closed 

June,  1901 

Lea  Bridge  (Carnegie)  Library  opened  ... 

April,  1906 

Leytonstone  (Carnegie)  Library  opened 

January,  1908 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST. 


1  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Ley  ton  Urban 
District  Council  in  the  County  of  Essex,  out  of 
such  part  of  my  personal  estate  as  may  lawfully 
be    appropriated   for    the  purpose,    the    sum  of 


free  from  Legacy  Duty,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Public  Library  of  the  said  Council,  to  be  expended 
in  such  manner  as  they  may  deem  expedient  for 
the  enlargement  and  greater  efficiency  of  the  said 
Library, 

Donations  may  be  ?totified  to  the  Librarian, 
Public  Library^  Leyton,  and  mill  be  gladly  received 
and  acknowledged  by  the  Committee. 


LEYTON 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 


COM/niTTEE  AND  OFFICERS,  1908-9. 
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1908-1909. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Libraries. 
C  0  mini  lie  e. 

Gfnti.emen, — 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  my  Sixteenth  Annual  Report 
upon  the  work  of  the  Leyton  PubHc  Libraries. 

It  is  sometimes  said  "Happy  is  the  people  that  has  no 
history."  In  one  respect  that  felicity  is  ours,  for  the  year  just 
closed  has  not  been  marked  by  any  such  striking  developments  as 
we  have  chronicled  during  the  past  few  years  ;  no  new  Branches 
have  been  opened,  no  new  scheme  of  extension  has  been 
formulated,  but  quietly  and  uninterruptedly  our  work  has  pro- 
gressed and  prospered. 

A  review  of  the  year's  work  awakens  reflections  which  are 
alike  instructive  and  interesting.  One  is  assured  that  the  present 
age  is  a  reading  age.  Although  athleticism  and  the  passion  for 
out-door  sports  claim  an  ever-increasing  multitude  of  devotees, 
whose  feverish  pursuit  of  the  pleasures  of  the  field  would  seem 
tc  leave  no  leisure  for  the  quieter  claims  of  literature,  yet  surely 
never  was  the  love  of  books  more  manifest  than  it  is  to-day. 
Frequently  we  hear  from  the  circle  of  savants  disparaging  contrasts 
drpwn  between  our  own  times  and  the  times  of  the  Renaissance 
and  the  Elizabethan  period.  In  such  comparisons  it  should,  how- 
ever, be  remembered  that  during  the  Renaissance  the  New 
Learningaffected  chiefly  and  directly  the  Universities  and  other  great 
centres  of  learning,  and  touched  but  little  the  life  of  the  common 
people.  To  a  less  extent  this  applies  to  the  people  under 
Elizabeth,  for  even  at  that  time  vast  numbers  of  the  men  of 
learning  were  men  of  practically  one  book.  But  now  all  classes 
read  on  all  subjects,  as  I  think  the  following  statistics  will  prove  :— - 
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The  total  number  of  volumes  in  the  Central  and  Branch 
Libraries  now  reaches  35,408,  of  which  25,389  are  at  the  Central 
Library,  4,745  at  the  Leytonstone  Library,  and  5,274  at  the  Lea 
Bridge  Library. 

The  additions  have  been  made  by  the  purchase  of  1,084  books, 
and  41  are  gifts  presented  by  people  who  realise  how  intimately 
the  Public  Library  touches  the  life  of  the  community. 

I  would  remind  you  of  the  arrangement  whereby  any  work 
of  a  non-fictional  character  in  any  of  our  Lending  Departments 
can  be  obtained  at  any  Library,  whether  it  is  included  in  the 
catalogue  of  that  particular  library  or  not.  By  this 
means  of  inter-communication  the  dissemination  of 
the  best  classes  of  literature  is  increased  with  little  incon- 
venience, and  with  no  appreciable  extra  cost,  while  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Library  stock  a  large  number  of  expensive  works  are 
obtained  for  the  readers  by  subscription  to  Mudie's  Select  Library. 

As  foreshadowed  in  my  last  report,  the  Leytonstone  Library 
has  been  in  every  sense  a  pronounced  success,  even  exceeding  our 
most  sanguine  expectations.  In  the  first  year  (1893-4)  that  the 
Central  Library  was  opened — when  it  had  the  attraction  of  novelty 
— thetotalcirculation  was  105,263.  The  issues  from  the  Leytonstone 
Branch  at  the  end  of  its  first  year  amounted  to  107,774.  So  the 
child  develops  more  rapidly  than  its  mother,  as  the  life  of  to-day  is 
more  strenuous  than  the  life  of  the  days  that  are  gone. 

The  issues  from  Lea  Bridge  number  64,995,  an  increase  of 
over  6,000  on  the  issue  of  the  previous  year.  In  considering  the 
returns  from  Lea  Bridge  Branch,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
this  Library  is  situated  almost  on  the  extreme  border  of  our  Urban 
District,  and  the  number  of  readers  who  would  find  this  Library 
their  most  convenient  centre  is  thereby  limited.  It  is  perhaps  not 
to  be  expected  that  Lea  Bridge  will  ever  seriously  rival  the  Central 
or  Leytonstone  Libraries  in  the  number  of  its  issues,  nevertheless 
its  position  on  the  district  frontier  enables  it  to  minister  to  a  not 
inconsiderable  portion  of  the  district  which  could  not  be  adequately 
served  in  any  other  way. 

Of  necessity  the  vigorous  activities  of  the  Branches  have  to 
some  extent  modified  the  demands  upon  the  Central  Library,  where 
the  issues  have  been  153,054,  or  only  11,718  fewer  than  in  the 
preceding  year. 
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The  total  circulation  for  the  year  reaches  325,783,  of  which 
134,147  are  works  of  a  non-fictional  character.  If  we  compare 
these  figures  with  those  of  nine  years  ago  we  find  an  increase  of 
176,802,  this  increase  alone  being  27,821  in  excess  of  the  total 
issue  for  that  year. 

In  addition  to  this  large  issue,  490,222  readers  have  visited 
the  Reading  Rooms,  making  a  total  number  of  readers  during  the 
year  of  816,005. 

The  consideration  of  these  figures  will  be  gratifying  to  all 
who  are  interested  in  our  work,  and  who  believe  that  the  Libraries 
are  assisting  in  the  education  and  development  of  the  people.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  Libraries  are  a  department  of  the  Council's 
work  which  serves  a  larger  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
District  than  any  other  department  under  its  control,  with  the 
exception  of  the  tramways.  In  this  connection  I  would  commend 
to  your  notice  the  details  of  borrowers'  occupations  as  set  out  in 
Table  V.,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  all  classes  are  served  by 
this  most  democratic  institution. 

It  is  evident  from  the  large  turnover  indicated  by  the  figures 
given  above,  that  there  has  been  a  large  and  persistent  demand 
upon  the  time  and  energies  of  the  Librarian  and  his  staff,  but  it  Is 
likewise  obvious  that  a  large  amount  of  technical  work,  the  details 
of  which  scarcely  admit  of  being  summarised  or  defined,  must  have 
been  done.  Some  idea  of  the  variety  of  this  work  might  be  gained 
by  anyone  who  would  spend,  say,  a  week,  in  the  Library,  and 
consider  the  questions  which  are  addressed  to  us.  Questions  of 
translation  from  ancient  and  modern  languages  not  infrequently 
meet  us.  Questions  dealing  with  abstruce  points  of  science  or 
philosophy  are  asked.  Yet,  while  many  of  the  inquiries  made  might 
not  unnaturally  be  regarded  as  lying  outside  the  province  of  the 
Librarian,  no  efforts  have  been  spared  to  satisfy  the  inquirer,  and 
if  in  some  instances  full  information  of  the  points  desired  was  not 
given,  we  at  least  endeavoured  to  place  the  inquirer  on  the  right 
road  to  obtain  the  knowledge  sought. 

A  few  of  the  questions  which  meet  us  from  time  to  time  may 
afford  some  glimpse  into  a  feature  of  our  work  not  often 
imagined  : — 

"When  did  Queen  Victoria  first  visit  Scotland,  and  how 
did  she  travel?  "  Answered. 


6 


What  is  cocoa-nut  poonac?  "  Answered. 

*'What  is  the  English  translation  of  a  German  passage 
at  the  foot  of  page  400  of  Drummond's  '  Natural  law  in  the 
spiritual  world?  '  "  Answered. 

"  Who  wrote  '  Dulce  et  decorum  est  pro  patrie  mori?  '  " 
Answered. 

Who  sculptured  the  lions  around  Nelson's  monument?  " 
Answered. 

"  Who  wrote,  and  in  what  book  can  the  following  lines  be 
found? — 

'  When  he  came  to  his  a  in  door, 

He  tirled  at  the  pin, 

And  ready  was  his  fair  faure  luve, 

To  rise  and  let  him  in.'  " 

Answered. 

"  \\niat  is  the  legend  of  Atlantis,  and  has  it  been  intro- 
duced  into  any  novels?  "  Answered. 

And  a  host  of  other  equally  interesting  questions. 

To  give  assistance  to  readers  in  the  selection  of  books,  and  to 
direct  them  to  the  best  methods  of  using  books  of  reference,  &c., 
to  a  profitable  end,  has  been  a  natural  and  pheasant  part  of  our 
work.  Particularly  pleasing  has  it  been  to  serve,  as  in  past  years, 
a  large  number  of  young  students,  who  visit  the  Libraries  with 
regularity  and  serious  intent. 

Valuable  additions  have  been  made  to  our  stock,  and  the  new- 
volumes  have  embraced  all  sections  of  literature.  The  w'ork  of 
selection  has  been  done  with  care,  and  no  book  has  been  recom- 
mended for  purchase  without  thought  and  research.  "  Of  making 
many  books  there  is  no  end,"  and  in  the  choice  of  works  of  an 
educational  nature  every  effort  has  been  made  to  secure  the  best. 

In  the  selection  of  works  of  Fiction  the  same  care  is  necessary. 
Not  e\'ery  volume  which  appears  under  the  aegis  of  some  publish- 
mg  house  of  good  repute  can  safely  be  recommended  for  general 
circulation,  and  the  "  Books  Committee  "  has  exercised  a  wise 
discrimination  in  the  purchases,  remembering  always  that  a  well- 
equipped  library  is  to  serve  the  threefold  purpose  of  entertain- 
ment, enlightenment,  and  culture. 
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Tables  of  statistics  and  numerical  returns  are  not  usually 
Interesting  reading,  and  are  generally  taken  "as  read";  but  for 
men  of  mathematical  mind  who  desire  to  gain  knowledge  of  the 
exact  details  of  such  parts  of  our  work  as  admit  of  tabulation,  the 
following  tables  will  be  of  value,  and  if  read  with  an  intelligent 
imagination,  they  will  not,  I  think,  be  found  void  of  interest. 

It  has  been  my  duty  in  past  reports  to  mention  the  unvarying 
courtesy  and  helpfulness  of  the  proprietors  and  editors  of  our  local 
newspapers.  I  do  so  again  this  year,  with  special  emphasis. 
Week  by  week  we  have  been  privileged  to  announce  in  their 
columns  the  latest  volumes  added  to  our  Libraries,  and  thus  a 
wide  circle  of  our  readers  has  been  kept  in  touch  with  our  progress, 
and  have  been  quick  to  avail  themselves  of  the  information  dis- 
seminated in  this  convenient  form. 

For  the  success  which  has  marked  the  year  under  review,  I 
am  deeply  indebted  to  the  loyalty  and  zeal  of  the  various  members 
of  my  staff.  The  continual  work  involved  in  the  increase  of  our 
circulation  has  been  undertaken  with  uninterrupted  harmonv,  and 
I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  of  the  efficient 
services  thus  rendered. 

To  the  donors  of  books,  pamphlets,  etc.,  I  express  my  hearty 
thanks.  Particulars  of  these  gifts  are  given  at  the  end  of  this 
report. 

To  the  Chairman  and  the  members  of  this  Committee,  I  desire 
to  again  tender  my  thanks  for  their  courtesy  towards  myself  and 
for  the  unvarying  kindness  shown  throughout  the  year. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)    Z.  MOON, 

Chief  Librarian. 
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TABLE  1. 

Number  and  Classification  of  Volumes  in  tlie 
Central  Library. 


Theology  and  Philosophy 

.  1168 

Science  and  Art  ... 

.  2627 

Sociology 

.  721 

Prose  Fiction 

.  6467 

Poetry,  Classics,  and  the  Drama 

547 

Biography,  History,  Voyages  and  Travels  . 

.  3934 

Juvenile  Literature 

.  2553 

Magazines 

.  476 

Miscellaneous  Literature 

.  832 

Reference  Library 

.  6064 

25389 

Number  and  Classification  of  Volumes  in  the 

Leytonstone  Library. 

Theology  and  Philosophy 

7 

Biography 

2 

Science  and  Art  ... 

..  173 

Sociology 

14 

Prose  Fiction 

..  3186 

Poetry,  Classics,  and  the  Drama 

5 

History,  Voyages  and  Travels... 

54 

Juvenile  Literature 

..  1165 

Magazines 

66 

Miscellaneous  Literature 

24 

Reference  Library 

49 

4745 
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TABLE  I. — Continued. 

Number  and  Classification  of  Volumes  in  the 
Lea  Bridgfe  Library, 


Theology  and  Philosophy         ...  ...  ...  11 

Biography           ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  7 

Science  and  Art  ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  173 

Sociology           ...        ...        ...  ...  17 

Prose  Fiction      ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  3566 

Poetry,  Classics,  and  the  Drama   ...  8 

History,  Voyages  and  Travels  ...  ...  ...  54 

Juvenile  Literature        ...        ...  ...  ...  1289 

Magazines          ...        ...        ...  ...  ...  7Q 

Miscellaneous  Literature          ...  ...  ...  25 

Reference  Library         ...        ...  ...  ...  54 
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TABLE  IV. 
Percentagfes  of  Issues  (Central). 


CLASS. 

1907-8, 

1903  9. 

Theology  and  Philosophy 

•92 

■97 

Science  and  Art  ... 

5-35 

fi-94- 

U  Zitt 

Sociology 

•49 

•65 

Prose  Fiction 

55-26 

54-01 

Poetry,  Classics,  and  ihe  Drama 

•43 

•47 

Biography,  History,  Voyages,  and  Travel 

3-78 

4-2 

Juvenile  Literature 

24-79 

23-94 

Magazines 

3  12 

3^46 

Miscellaneous  Literature 

•76 

•78 

Reference  Library 

5-06 

5-23 

Percentagfes  of  Issues  (Leytonstone). 

19U7-8. 

1908  9. 

Theolop:y  and  Philosophy 

•24 

•21 

Biography  ... 

-02 

Science  and  Art  ... 

3-14 

4-22 

Sociology  ... 

•08 

•18 

Prose  Fiction 

60-17 

65-03 

Poetry,  Classics,  and  the  Drama 

•13 

•13 

History  and  Travel 

1-02 

1-74 

Juvenile  Literature 

33  84 

25-69 

Magazines  ... 

■94 

2-26 

Miscellaneous  Li;erature  ... 

•40 

•47 

Percentagfes  of  Issues  (Lea  Bridgre). 

1907-8.  1908-9. 


Theology  and  Philosophy 

•12 

•26 

Biography 

-08 

•03 

Science  and  Art  ... 

2-27 

2^96 

Sociology  .. 

•14 

•21 

Prose  Fiction 

58-24 

59-85 

Poetry,  Classics,  and  the  Drama 

-09 

-12 

History  and  Travel 

-93 

1-46 

Juvenile  Literature 

33-6 

30  51 

Magazines 

4 

4-17 

Miscellaneous  Literature 

•49 

-38 
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TABLE  V. 
Borrower's  Occupations,  1908-9. 


Central. 

Leytonstone. 

Lea  Br 

Accountants   ...        ...  ... 

16 

13 

3 

Agents  and  Collectors 

12 

19 

13 

Apprentices  and  Assistants 

39 

29 

4 

Architects  and  Surveyors 

0 

3 

0 

Artists  and  Designers 

6 

8 

3 

Auctioneers 

1 

1 

0 

Bailiff   

0 

0 

1 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  ... 

1 

2 

0 

Barrister 

1 

0 

0 

Billposter 

0 

0 

1 

Bookbinders  ...   

3 

3 

1 

Bootmakers 

8 

1 

8 

Brassfinisher 

1 

0 

0 

Bricklayers,  Masons  and  Plasterers 

9 

2 

2 

Brushmaker 

0 

0 

1 

Butchers 

4 

1 

0 

Cabinetmakers  and  Upholsterers  ... 

6 

1 

0 

Carmen 

2 

3 

0 

Carpenters  and  Joiners 

12 

11 

10 

Chauffeurs 

0 

1 

2 

Chemists  and  Druggists   

12 

6 

3 

Civil  Servants 

20 

17 

4 

Clerks,  Bookkeepers,  &c  

349 

238 

81 

Coach  and  Wagon  Makers 

5 

2 

0 

Contractor 

1 

0 

0 

Cycle  Maker   

1 

0 

0 

Dental  Surgeons 

0 

2 

1 

Domestic  Servants  ...   

29 

24 

7 

Drapers  and  Milliners   

9 

6 

9 

17 


TABLE  Continued. 


Lea  Bri( 

Dressmakers  and  Machinists 

99 

o 

n. icCLiiLidns  cinu  nicCLric  vvorKers... 

0 

A 

u 

Eng'ineers,  Fitters  and  Mechanics  ... 

9R 

90 

Farriers         ...        ...        ...  ... 

u 

0 
u 

9 

Footballers     ...        ...        ...  ... 

Q 
O 

n 
u 

u 

French  Polishers      ...        ...  ... 

9 

0 
u 

0 

Furriers         ...        ...        ...  ... 

1 
1 

1 

n 

u 

irP rrl pn pre  nnri  H  lr»ncfc 

V  1  diim^llCiodllU-LlUlloLo                •••  ... 

2 

0 

KJci^    VV  OrKLFS                 ...             ...  ... 

n 

y 

u 

Q 
o 

vJldoo    X  kJllolld  o                ...               ...  ... 

2 

0 

0 

ndirurcSberb              ...         ...  ... 

9 

Q 
O 

1 

Ironfounders 

u 

9 

L 

u 

jouriiaiiSLS      ...         ...         ...  ... 

Q 
O 

9 

L 

Q 

o 

T  n  rl  rl  p  t*    A/f  Q     P  t* 

j-iciuuer  ividKci           ...         ...  ... 

X 

0 

0 

Laundrymen  ...        ...        ...  ... 

Q 

O 

9 

L 

n 

Licensed  Victuallers  ...        ...  ... 

u 

I 

Q 
O 

Manag'ers  and  Superintendents 

Q 

v 

Q 

1 
1 

Mariners        ...        ...        ...  ... 

1 

X 

o 

1 
X 

IVfprpVm  n       finH  IVT^iniiffiPtnrpt''; 

iVXCl  l^lldll           CX.Li\JL      iVXdll  LI  1  CIL^  L  Li  1  t  i  ... 

6 

10 

6 

A4^pccpn  o"Pt*c    nnri    llinpp  Rr»vc 

9 

12 

3 

Ministers  and  Clergy 

4 

4 

U 

Musicians 

3 

0 

4 

Nurses 

5 

3 

0 

Packers 

0 

2 

0 

Pedlar     

0 

0 

1 

Photographers 

0 

1 

2 

Physicians  and  Surgeons  ... 

5 

1 

2 

Pianoforte     Makers     and  Organ 

Builders 

1 

1 

6 

Picture-frame  Makers 

,2 

2 

0 

Plumbers,  Decorators  and  Painters 

16 

11 

9 

Police   Constables  ... 

4 

0 

1 

18 


TABLE  V— Continued. 


Central.      Leytonstone.     Lea  Bridge. 


Porters  and  Attendants 

7 

0 

0 

Post  Office  Employes 

15 

12 

7 

Printers  and  Compositors  ... 

19 

23 

12 

Railway  Employes 

30 

6 

1 

Rule  Makers  

0 

1 

1 

Salvation  Army  Officers 

1 

2 

3 

Scholars  and  Students 

GOG 

434 

264 

Schoolmasters,      Mistresses  and 

Teachers 

80 

61 

31 

Scientific  Instrument  Makers 

0 

0 

2 

Secretaries 

0 

2 

1 

Shopkeepers 

2G 

31 

27 

Signwriters 

1 

0 

2 

Silk  Workers 

0 

1 

1 

Soldier 

1 

0 

0 

vSolicitor 

1 

0 

0 

Stewards,  Waiters  and  Waitresses 

5 

6 

1 

otocKuroKcr   ...         ...         ...  ... 

u 

1 
1 

u 

lailors 

0 

3 

o 
O 

Telegraphists 

0 

4 

1 

Telephone  Operators 

5 

3 

0 

Tie  Makers 

0 

1 

3 

Tinplate  Worker 

0 

0 

i 

Tramway  Employes 

0 

0 

2 

Travellers 

35 

25 

15 

Undertakers 

0 

2 

0 

Watchmakers  and  Jewellers 

2 

0 

0 

Warehousemen 

22 

15 

7 

Wire  Workers 

0 

2 

2 

Woodcarvers 

5 

1 

3 

Not  Stated   

596 

554 

38G 

2163 

1707 

1013 

19 


TABLE  VL 


Tickets  withdrawn  or  cancelled  during*  the  year. 
Central. 

Borrowers  left  the  District   ...        ...        ...  ...  70 

Tickets  cancelled,  expired,  or  not  called  for  ...  1585 

1655 


Leytonstone. 

Borrowers  left  the  District   23 

Tickets  cancelled  or  not  called  for   ...  152 


175 


Lea  Bridgre. 

Borrowers  left  the  District   66 

Tickets  cancelled,  expired,  or  not  called  for         ...  56^3 


629 


20 


SUMMARY— CENTRAL. 


Days  the   Library  was  open  ...        ...        ...  242 

Books   issued        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  153054 

Average  daily  issue         ...        ...        ...        ...  632'4 

Largest  daily  issue,  April  21st,  1908    1053 

Smallest  daily  issue,  July  24th,  1908    327 

Average  monthly  issue    ...        ...        ...        ...  12754'5 

Largest  monthly  issue,  March,  1909    16159 

Smallest  monthly  issue,  June,  1908     ...        ...  6236 

Number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,  March  31st, 

1908    24859 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  purchase         ...  471 

gift    33 

,,  magazines  bound   ...        ...        ...  46 

Total  number  added  during  the  year  ...        ...  549 

Withdrawn  from  circulation      ...        ...        ...  19 

Net  increase    ^30- 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,  March 

31st,  1909    25389 

Books  lost  and  paid  for  by  borrowers    ...       ...  14 

Books  worn  out  and  replaced  ...        ...        ...  657 

Notices  posted  for  overdue  books       ...         ..  691 

Borrowers  on  Register,  March  31st,  1908     ...  5650 
Borrowers  registered  during  the  year  ...  2163 
Borrowers'  cards  cancelled  or  expired  ...  1655 


Net  increase         ...        ...        ...       ...  508 

Total  number  of  borrowers  on  Register,  March 

31st,  1909    6158 
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SUMMARY— LEYTONSTONE. 


Days   the  Library  was  open    ...        ...        ...  242 

Books  issued        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  107774 

Average  daily  issue       ...        ...        ...        ...  445*3 

Largest  daily  issue,  April  21st,  1908    849 

Smallest  daily  issue,  July  14th,  1908    231 

Average  monthly  issue    ...        ...        ...        ...  8981*1 

Largest  monthly  issue,  March,  1909    11023 

Smallest  monthly  issue,  June,  1908    4443 

Number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,  March  31st, 

1908   \    4438 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  purchase  ...        ...  292 

gift    9 

,,           magazines  bound      ...        ...        ...  9 

Total  number  added  during  the  year   ...        ...  310 

Withdrawn  from  circulation      ...        ...        ...  3 

Net  increase         ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  307 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,  March 

31st,  1909                           ...       \   4745 

Books  lost  and  paid  for  by  borrowers  ...        ...  4 

Books  worn  out  and  replaced  ...        ...        ...  8 

Notices  posted  for  overdue  books       ...        ...  351 

Borrowers  on  Register,  March  31st,  1908      ...  1523 

Borrowers  registered  during  year      ...  1706 

Borrowers'  cards  cancelled       ...        ...  175 


Net  increase         ...        ...        ...        ...  1531 

Total  number  of  borrowers  on  Register,  March 

31st,  1909    3054 
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SUMMARY-LEA  BRIDGE. 


Days  the  Library  was  open       ...        ...        ...  242 

Books  issued        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  64955 

Average  daily  issue         ...        ...        ...        ...  264*2 

Largest  daily  issue,  April  21st,  1908    578 

Smallest  daily  issue,  December  29th,  1908      ...  140 

Averag-e  monthly  issue    ...        ...        ...        ..  5412'9 

Largest  monthly  issue,  March,  1909    ...        ...  6878 

vSmallest  monthly  issue,  July,  1908    2787 

Number  of  volumes  in  the  Librarv,  March  31st, 

1908   .'   4931 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  purchase  ...        ...  321 

gift    3 

,,        ,,  magazines  bound      ...        ...        ...  20 

Total  number  added  during  the  year    ...        ...  344 

Withdrawn  from  circulation       ...        ...        ...  1 

Net  increase         ...        ...        ...        •••        •••  343 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,  March 

31st,  1909    5274 

Books  lost  and  paid  for  by  borrowers  ...        ...  3 

Books  worn  out  and  replaced    ...        ...        ...  20 

Notices  posted  for  overdue  books       ...        ...  112 

Borrowers  on  Register,  March  31st,  1908      ..,  1707 
Borrowers  registered  during  the  year  ...  1013 
Borrowers'  cards  cancelled  or  expired  ...  629 


Net  increase         ...        ...        ...        ...  384 

Total  number  of  borrowers  on  Register,  March 

31st  1909    2091 


DONORS  TO  LIBRARIES,  1908-9. 


Vols. 

Ag-ent-General,      Australian  Commonwealth, 

London,  E.G.  ...        ...        ...        ...  1 

Alexander,    Mr.    E.    R.,     "District  Times," 

Ley  ton  ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  4 

Anglo-American  Oil  Co.,  22,  Billiter  Street,  E.C.  3 

Assistant      Superintendent      of  Emigration 

(Canada),  11  and  12,  Charing  Cross,  London  1 

Auctioneers'  Institute  of  United  Kingdom,  34, 

Russell  Square,  W.C.  ...        ...        ...  1 

Bird,  Mr.  James,  16,  Church  Hill,  Waltham- 

stow      ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  i 

British    and    Foreign    Unitarian  Association, 

Essex  Hall,  Essex  Street,  W.C.      .,.        ...  2 

Christian  Science  Literature  Distribution  Com- 
mittee, 1-1,  Hanover  Square,  W.    ...        ...  1 

Church  Emigration  Society,  Westminster  (per 

Hon.  Secretary}         ...        ...        ...        ...  1 

Dowding,    Mr.    Councillor,    Ley  ton  ... 

Fells,  Mr.,  London,  E.C.  ...        ...        ...        ...  1 

General  Editor,  Burlington  House,  Cambridge...  1 

Grev,  Lord,  Governm.ent  House,  Ottawa,  Canada  1 
Griffiths,   Mr.   H.,   17,    Sunny   Street,  W.  C. 

(author)           ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  1 

Grigg,  Mr.  W.  J.,  8,  Ruckholt  Road,  Leyton  ...  10 

Hayes,  Mr.,  Leytonstone           ...        ...        ...  2 

Hazelhurst,   Mr.   J.,   Queen's  Chambers,  Col- 
more  Row,  Birmingham  (author)  ...        ...  1 

Hennah,  Mr.  Councillor,  Leyton  ...        ...        ...  8 

Johnson,  Mr.  E.,  53,  Rosemary  Road,  Clacton- 

on-Sea  ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  3 

Jones,  Mr.  C.  E.,  34,  Victoria  Street  W.      ...  1 

keig,  Mr.  W.,  Hotel  Sefton,  Douglas,  LO.M.  2 
Kenealy,  Miss  A.,  c/o  Messrs.    Bell  and  Co., 

Portugal  Street,  W.C.  (authoress)  ...        ...  1 

Locks,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Leytonstone  ...        ...        ...  1 

McKinney,  Mr.  S.  B.,  c/o  Messrs.  Oliphant, 

'    Anderson  and  Ferrier  (author)       ...        ...  1 

Moody    and    Co.,     Messrs.     T.,  Devonshire 

Chambers,  Bishopsgate  Street  Without  ...  1 


6  pieces  of 
music. 
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DO}iO^S— Continued. 


Vols. 

Principal,   L.C.C.    School  of  Photo-Engraving 

and  Lithography,  6,  Bolt  Court,  E.C.      ...  1 

Prosser,  Mr.  R.  B.,  75,  Dartmouth  Park  Road, 

N.W.    1 

Rafter,  Mr.  J.,  Registrar  and  Secretary,  Uni- 
versity College,  Bristol        ...        ...        ...  1 

Research  Defence  vSociety,  Harley  Street,  W. 

(per  Hon.  Secretary)  ...        ...        ...        ...  1 

Schooling,  Mr.  J.  H.,  c/o  Mr.   Murray,  50a, 

Albemarle  Street,  W.  ...  ...  1 

Simpkin,  Marshall  and  Co.,  Messrs.,  Pater- 
noster Row,  E.C.     ...        ...        ...        ...  1  pamp. 

Simpson,  Mr.  W. ,  6,  Broomfield  Road,  Heaton 

Moor,    Stockport       ...        ...        ...        ...  1 

Statistical    Officer,    L.C.C,    Spring  Gardens, 

S.W.     ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  3  pamps. 

"  T.  G."    1 

Taylor,  Mr.  J.  F.,  Town  Hall,  Ley  ton  ...        ...  1 

Wragg,  Mr.  R.  T.,  16,  Devonshire  Street,  E.C.  1 

Reports,   Catalogues,  &c.,   from  the  following  Public  Libraries 
and  Institutions  : — 

Aberdeen,  Acton,  Arbroath,  Ashton-under-Lyme,  Aston  Manor, 
Barrow-in-Furness,  Battersea,  Belfast,  Birmingham, 
Bishopsgate  Institute,  Blackburn,  Bolton,  Bootle,  Bourne- 
mouth, Brighton,  Bristol,  Bury,  Buxton,  Chorley,  Cits'  of 
Cambridge  (U.S.A.),  Colchester,  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Croydon,  Derby,  Detroit  (U.S.A.),  Dewsbury,  Dunkinfield, 
Ealing,  Erith,  Folkestone,  Gloucester,  Grand  Rapids 
(U.S.A.),  Great  Yarmouth,  Hammersmith,  Hanley,  Hartle- 
pool, Hornsey,  Hove,  Hyde,  Kensal  Rise,  Kilburn,  Kings- 
ton-upon  Thames,  Leeds,  Leicester,  Lincoln,  Loughborough, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme,  New  York  (U.S.A.),  Norwich, 
Paisley,  Paterson '  (U.S.A.),  Plymouth,  Port  Elizabeth 
(S.A.),  Preston,  Richmond,  Rochdale,  Salem  (U.S.A.), 
Sandeman,  Scranton  (U.S.A.),  Southwark,  Stoke  Newing- 
ton,  Toronto  (Canada),  Torquay,  Tottenham,  Tynemouth, 
Walthamstow,  Wandsworth,  West  Bromwich,  West 
Hartlepool,  Westminster,  Willcsden  Green,  Wimbledon, 
Worcester,  York. 
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MEMORABILIA. 


Area  of  the  district  ... 

Population  (Estimated) 

Rateable  Value 

Acts  adopted 

Librarian  appointed 

Lending  Library  opened 

Reference   Library   and    Reading  Room 
opened  ... 

Children's  Library  opened... 

Branch  Reading  Room,  Cann  Hall,  opened 
,,  closed 

Book  Delivery  Station  ,,  opened 

,,  ,,  ,,  closed 

,,  Leytonstone  opened 
M  closed 

Lea  Bridge  (Carnegie)  Library  opened  ... 

Leytonstone  (Carnegie)  Library  opened  ... 


2,594  acres 
121,200 

November,  1S91 
July,  1892 
June,  1893 

February,  1897 
?vlarch,  1897 
May,  1898 
January,  1908 
February,  1899 
January,  1908 
December,  1899 
June,  1901 
April,  190G 
January,  1908 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST. 


I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Ley  ton  Urban 
District  Council  in,  the  County  of  Essex,  ont  of 
such  part  of  my  personal  estate  as  may  lawfully 
be    appropriated    for    the    purpose,    the    stnn  of 


free  from  Legacy  Duty,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Public  Library  of  the  said  Council,  to  be  exper^ded 
in  siLch  manner  as  they  may  deem  expedient  for 
the  enlargement  and  greater  efficiency  of  the  said 
Library. 

Donations  may  be  notified  to  the  Librarian, 
Public  Library,  Leyton,  and  ivill  be  gladly  received 
and  acknowledged  by  the  Committee, 


LEYTON 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 


COMMITTEE  AND  OFFICERS,  1909-10. 


COMMITTEE : 

Councillor  HENRY  GUY,  Chairman. 
Councillor  J.  TRUMBLE,  J. P.,  E.C.C,  Chairman  of  the  Council  [ex-ofjicid). 
Councillor  W.  R.  WALLER,  E.C.C,  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council  {ex-officio). 


Councillor  R.  E,  COLES, 
Councillor  B.  H.  COX. 
Councillor  R.  W.  DOWDING. 
Councillor  A.  W.  FINDLAY,  LL.D. 
Councillor  DRURY  FREEMAN. 
Councillor  W.  A.  HURRY. 

SOLICITOR  AND  CLERK  TO  THE 

Mr.  R.  VINCENT. 

CHIEF  LIBRARIAN: 

Z.  MOON,  F.R.Hist.S. 

ASSISTANT  LIBRARIAN: 

H.  G.  STEELE. 

SUB-LIBRARIANS  : 


Councillor  J.  H.  MATTHEWS. 
Councillor  E.  C.  PITTAM. 
Councillor  D.  M.  SMITH. 
Councillor  H.  J.  TOMLINS. 
Councillor  W.  J.  UPTON. 
Councillor  R.  S.  WALKER. 

COUNCIL : 


Miss  J.  B.  MOON. 
Miss  K.  PITTAM. 
Miss  O.  HARRISON. 


W.  H.  SUNLEY. 

ASSISTANTS  : 

Miss  L.  DIXON. 
F.  P.  KIDMAN. 
Miss  G.  ATKINS. 
Miss  V.  STARLING. 

PORTERS : 

Central:  W.  STUBBINGTON. 
Lea  Bridge  :  W.  A.  COATES. 
Leytonstone  :  J.  E.  GOODINGS. 

ASSISTANT  PORTER: 

E.  SMITH. 


J.  D.  PERRY. 


B.  CROOK. 
Miss  F.  GOODALE. 
Miss  F.  CORBY. 
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Xibranan'8  Hnnual  IRepott 


To  the  Chairman  and  Me?nbers  of  the  Libraries 
Committee. 

Gentlemen, — 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Seventeenth  Annual  Report. 
As  there  has  been  no  innovation  or  outside  extension  of  our  opera- 
tions, the  only  matters  to  refer  to  are  such  as  fall  within  the  ordinary 
category  of  our  work. 

The  number  of  books  now  in  the  Libraries  totals  36,448,  a  net 
increase  of  1,040  volumes.  Of  these  additions,  1,189  have  been 
purchased,  82  have  been  presented  and  97  magazines  have  been 
bound  up  from  stock,  whilst  328  volumes  have  been  withdrawn 


from  circulation.    Divided  into  Classes  the  stock  is  as  follows  : — 

Theology  and  Philosophy      .  .  . .  . .  1,245 

Science  and  Art          . .        . .  . .  . .  3,122 

Sociology         .  .        .  .        .  .  .  .  .  .  785 

Poetry,  Classics,  and  the  Drama      .  .  . .  583 

Biography,  History,  Travels  .  .  .  .  .  .  4,199 

Prose  Fiction    . .        . .        . .  . .  . .  13,431 

Juvenile  Literature     . .        . .  . .  . .  5,157 

Miscellaneous  Literature        . .  . .  .  .  909 

Magazines         . .        . .        . .  . .  . .  663 

Reference  Library       .  .        . .  . .  . .  6,354 


36,448 

The  issues  of  books  for  the  year  number  309,314,  divided  as 
follows  : — 

Central         . .        . .        .  .        . .        . .  152,519 

Lea  Bridge   57770 

Leytonstone  . .        . .        .  .        . .        . .  99,025 


Comparing  these  figures  with  those  for  the  previous  year  they 
represent  a  decreased  issue  of  16,469  books. 
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This  decrease  may  be  accounted  for  in  several  ways.  In  the 
first  place,  two  Rasters  fell  within  the  year,  which  materially 
affected  the  output,  then  the  limitation  of  the  issue  of  Juvenile 
books  to  three  days  has  accounted  for  several  thousands  of 
the  decrease  ;  and  I  may  say  here  that  there  are  good  grounds  to 
believe  that  the  limitation  has  had  a  salutary  effect  upon  the 
reading  habits  of  our  young  readers,  and  a  further  limitation  would 
doubtless  conduce  to  a  still  greater  improvement.  A  considerable 
falling  off  is  also  due  to  the  turmoil  of  the  General  Election.  But 
there  is  still  a  further  reason  ;  and  that  is  the  opening  of  a  number 
of  Skating-rinks  and  Picture-palaces.  When  one  considers  how 
much  concerts,  theatres  and  even  music-halls  have  suffered,  owing 
to  the  attraction  of  these  new  forms  of  amusement,  it  is  surprising 
that  such  institutions  as  Public-libraries  have  been  patronized  to 
so  large  an  extent. 

A  short  analysis  of  the  figures  quoted  above  may  be  interesting 
as  showing  in  some  degree  the  variation  in  the  taste  of  the  readers, 
and  perhaps  to  further  explain  the  diminished  circulation.  At  the 
Central  Library  the  decrease  is  only  535  volumes,  with  a  higher 
average  issue  of  five  volumes  per  day,  so  that,  had  the  Library  been 
open  the  same  number  of  days  as  in  1908-9  the  issues  from  the 
parent  institution  would  have  been  greater  than  during  the  previous 
year. 

At  the  Lea  Bridge  Library  the  decreased  issue  is  7,185  volumes 
or  nearly  24  per  day,  and  at  Leytonstone  Library  it  numbers 
8,749  volumes  or  33  per  day. 

Taking  the  issues  in  Classes,  the  Central  has  increases  in 
Theology,  Sociology,  History  and  Miscellaneous  literature,  and 
the  large  number  of  3,000  in  works  of  Fiction,  whilst  Science,  Poetry 
and  Magazines  show  a  decline.  On  the  other  hand,  whereas  the 
issue  of  works  of  Fiction  from  the  Branch  Libraries  has  shrunk 
by  5,000  volumes,  the  higher  classes  of  literature  show  an  increase, 
Science  being  300  and  Sociology  100  higher  at  Leytonstone,  and 
at  Lea  Bridge  the  circulation  of  historical  works  is  200  more  than 
in  the  previous  year. 
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The  popularity  of  the  Reading  Rooms  has  been  fully  sustained ; 
the  number  of  readers  who  have  visited  these  departments  being 
nearly  half-a-million.  Lea  Bridge  takes  the  lead  with  174,893, 
the  Central  follows  with  164,450  and  Leytonstone  with  160,037. 
Thus  the  total  number  of  readers  in  ah  departments  has  been  808,694. 

For  a  long  time  the  need  for  extension  at  the  Central  Library 
has  been  acute  ;  the  Council  has,  however,  now  given  its  approval 
to  a  scheme  which  will  afford  us  storage  for  an  additional  six  or 
seven  thousand  books,  and  at  the  same  time  give  more  room  for 
the  public  and  considerably  add  to  their  comfort. 

It  is  again  my  pleasure  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of, 
and  our  thanks  to  the  editors  and  proprietors  of  our  local  news- 
papers, who  week  by  week,  have  so  courteously  included  in  the 
columns  of  their  journals,  lists  of  additions  to  the  Libraries. 

I  also  wish  to  express  my  indebtedness  to  the  members  of  my 
staff,  all  of  whom  have  carried  out  their  duties  cheerfully  and 
zealously. 

Nor  can  I  conclude  without  again  tendering  my  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  this  Committee  for  their  courtesy  towards 
myself,  and  the  assistance  they  have  kindly  rendered  me  throughout 
the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)    Z.  MOON, 

Chief  Librarian. 
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TABLE  I. 

Number  and  Classification  of  Volumes  in  the  Libraries. 


Theology  and  Philosophy 

1,245 

Science  and  Art .  . 

3,122 

Sociology 

785 

Prose  Fiction    . . 

Poetry,  Classics,  and  the  Drama 

583 

Biography,  History,  Voyages  and  Travels  .  . 

4,199 

Juvenile  Literature 

5,157 

Magazines 

663 

Miscellaneous  Literature 

909 

Reference  Libraries 

6,354 

36,448 
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TABLE  IV. 

Percentages  of  Issues  (Central). 


Cl  ASS 

1 908-9. 

1909-10. 

Theology  and  Philosophy 

•97 

1-03 

Science  and  Art 

6'24 

5-62 

Sociology 

•65 

71 

Prose  Fiction    . . 

54-01 

55-87 

Poetry,  Classics,  and  the  Drama 

•47 

•41 

Biography,  History,  Voyages,  and  Travel  . . 

4-2 

4-41 

Juvenile  Literature 

23-94 

22-84 

Magazines 

3-46 

3-06 

Miscellaneous  Literature 

-78 

•94 

Reference  Library 

5-23 

5-06 

Percentages  of  Issues  (Lea  Bridge) 


Theology  and  Philosophy 

Biography 

Science  and  Art 

Sociology 

Prose  Fiction    . . 

Poetry,  Classics,  and  the  Drama 

History  and  Travel 

Juvenile  Literature 

Magazines        .  .        .  .  ' 

Miscellaneous  Literature 


1908-9. 

1909-10. 

-26 

•28 

•03 

•10 

2-96 

2^90 

•21 

•28 

59-85 

63-18 

•12 

•16 

i^46 

2^01 

30-51 

27^8i 

4-17 

3-01 

-38 

•42 

Percentages  of  Issues  (Leytonstone). 


1908-9. 

1909-10. 

Theology  and  Philosophy 

•21 

•23 

Biography 

•02 

•I 

Science  and  Art 

4^22 

4^88 

Sociology 

•18 

•3 

Prose  Fiction    . . 

65-03 

67-99 

Poetry,  Classics,  and  the  Drama 

•13 

•18 

History  and  Travel 

1-74 

i^8i 

Juvenile  Literature 

25-69 

2I^7I 

Magazines 

2^26 

2-33 

Miscellaneous  Literature 

•47 

•43 

13 


TABLE  V. 
Borrowers'  Occupations,  1909-10. 

Central.       Leytonstonc.      Lea  Bridge. 


Accountants 

7 

8 

Agents  and  Collectors 

i6 

17 

14 

Apprentices  and  Assistants  .  . 

oy 

■^2 

16 

Architects  and  Surveyors 

o 

I 

0 

Army  Officer  . . 

I 

0 

0 

Artists  and  Designers 

14 

8 

6 

Bailiff   

I 

0 

0 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

10 

6 

0 

Bill  Poster  

I 

0 

0 

Blacksmith 

0 

0 

I 

Bookbinders    . . 

4 

0 

0 

Bootmakers 

2 

0 

7 

Boxmakers 

0 

I 

I 

Bricklayers,  Masons,  and  Plasterers 

6 

4 

Brushmaker    . . 

I 

0 

0 

Builders  and  Contractors 

4 

6 

8 

Butchers 

2 

I 

0 

Cabinetmakers  and  Upholsterers 

0 

2 

I 

Carman 

I 

0 

0 

Carpenters  and  Joiners 

IQ 

Q 

y 

Chauffeurs 

I 

I 

7 

Chef  

I 

0 

0 

Chemists  and  Dispensers 

8 

3 

0 

Chimneysweep 

I 

0 

0 

Cigarette  Maker 

0 

I 

0 

Civil  Servants . . 

22 

0 

Clerks,  Bookkeepers,  &c. 

•  280 

197 

107 

Coach  and  Wagon  Builders  .  . 

5 

2 

0 

Coachman 

0 

0 

I 

Deaconess 

0 

I 

0 

Domestic  Servants 

18 

25 

8 

14 


TABLE  V, —continued. 

Central.       Leytonstone.     Lea  Bridge. 


Drapers  and  Milliners 

6 

13 

0 

Dressmakers  and  Machinists 

37 

25 

13 

Dyers  and  Cleaners   . . 

0 

2 

0 

Electricians  and  Electrical  Workers 

7 

3 

6 

Engineers,  Fitters  and  Mechanics  . . 

39 

21 

19 

French  Polishers 

0 

I 

2 

Furriers 

I 

I 

I 

Gardeners 

2 

I 

3 

Gas  Worker    . . 

0 

I 

0 

Gunsmith 

I 

0 

0 

Hairdresser 

I 

0 

0 

Ironworkers 

10 

3 

0 

Ivory  Workers 

3 

0 

0 

Journalists 

5 

I 

0 

Lamplighter    . . 

I 

0 

0 

Laundrymen   . .        . .        . .        . . 

0 

2 

4 

Lecturer 

0 

0 

I 

Lithographer  .  .        . .        . .        . . 

0 

I 

0 

Managers  and  Superintendents 

14 

17 

2 

Mariners 

I 

I 

0 

Merchants  and  Manufacturers 

4 

9 

I 

Messenger  and  Office  Boys  . . 

19 

9 

6 

Ministers  and  Clergy  . . 

7 

5 

I 

Mosaic  and  Parquet  Worker 

0 

0 

I 

Musicians 

4 

3 

I 

Nurses  . . 

4 

6 

I 

Omnibus  Inspector    . . 

0 

0 

I 

Optician 

I 

0 

0 

Packers 

0 

I 

5 

Pattern  Makers 

0 

2 

0 

Photographers 

0 

3 

3 

Physicians  and  Surgeons 

I 

2 

I 

Pianoforte  Makers  and  Tuners 

3 

I 

2 

Picture-frame  Maker 

0 

I 

0 

15 


TABLE  V, — continued. 

Central.       Leytonstone.      Lea  Bridge. 


Plumbers,  Decorators  and  Painters . . 

10 

10 

2 

Police  Officers . . 

2 

0 

0 

Porters  and  Attendants 

7 

5 

3 

Post  Office  Employes 

5 

6 

6 

Printers  and  Compositors 

17 

10 

11 

Printer's  Reader 

0 

I 

0 

Railway  Employes 

23 

2 

I 

Relieving  Officer 

I 

0 

0 

Salvation  Army  Officers 

0 

I 

2 

Scholars  and  Students 

578 

332 

240 

Schoolmasters,  Mistresses  and  Teachers 

80 

59 

26 

Secretaries  and  Registrars   . . 

8 

5 

3 

Shipbuilders    . . 

2 

0 

0 

Shopkeepers  and  Salesmen  . . 

29 

14 

20 

Signwriters 

2 

0 

0 

Soapmakers 

I 

I 

0 

Soldier  . . 

I 

0 

0 

SoHcitors 

2 

0 

I 

Stenographers  and  Typists  . . 

I 

I 

Stewards,  Waiters  and  Waitresses  . . 

6 

2 

2 

Stockbrokers  . . 

0 

4 

0 

Stone  Pavior  . . 

0 

0 

I 

Tailors  and  Cutters   . . 

3 

10 

0 

Tea  Buyer 

0 

I 

0 

Telegraphist    . . 

0 

I 

0 

Telephone  Operators  . . 

7 

2 

2 

Tie  Makers 

0 

2 

0 

Tramway  Employes  . . 

0 

0 

5 

Travellers 

28 

15 

Umbrella  Maker 

0 

0 

I 

Undertaker 

0 

I 

0 

Warehousemen 

II 

12 

9 

Watchmakers  and  Jewellers 

2 

2 

3 

Whip  and  Harness  Makers  . . 

2 

I 

I 

16 


TABLE  V. — continued. 

Central.       Leytonstone.     Lea  Biidge. 


Window  Cleaner 

0 

I 

0 

Woodcarvers  and  Turners    . . 

0 

0 

2 

Not  stated 

525 

507 

255 

Total  . 

.  1,990 

1495 

884 

17 


TABLE  VI. 


Tickets  withdrawn  or  cancelled  during  the  year. 
Central. 

Borrowers  left  the  District . .        . .        . .        . .  77 

Tickets  cancelled,  expired,  or  not  called  for     . .  2,430 

2,507 


Lea  Bridge. 

Borrowers  left  the  District . .        . .        . .        . .  80 

Tickets,  cancelled,  expired,  or  not  called  for      . .  799 

879 


Leytonstone. 


Borrowers  left  the  District . .       . .        . .       . .  24 

Tickets  cancelled,  expired,  or  not  called  for     . .  1,629 
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SUMMARIES. 


Central. 

Leytonstone. 

Lea  Bridge. 

Days  the  Libraries  were  open . . 

240 

240 

240 

Books  issued 

152,519 

99.025 

57.770 

Average  daily  issue 

635-4 

412-6 

2407 

Largest  daily  issue,  April  13th, 

818 

1909  

1,200 



Largest  daily  issue,  April  8th, 

516 

1909  

_ 



Smallest   daily  issue,  August 

loth,  1909  .  . 

— 

_ 

Smallest  daily  issue,  July  6th, 

182 

1909  

— 

III 

Average  monthly  issue 

12,709-9 

8,252 

4,814-1 

Largest  monthly  issue,  November 

14.746 

1909  





Largest  monthly  issue,  April, 

5.736 

1909  

— 

9.773 

Smallest  monthly  issue,  June, 

1909  

6,743 

4.538 

2,471 

Books  lost  and  paid  for  by 

Borrowers    .  . 

4 

7 

2 

Books  worn  out  and  replaced.  . 

629 

37 

62 

Notices    posted    for  overdue 

books  .  . 

662 

482 

96 

Borrowers    on    the  Register, 

March  31st,  1909   . . 

4.546 

3,054 

1,614 

Borrowers  registered  during  the 

884 

year  

1,990 

1.495 

Borrowers'  cards  cancelled  or 

expired 

2,508 

1,653 

879 

Decrease 

518 

158 

Increase 

5 

Total  number  of  Borrowers  on 

Register,  March  31st,  1910 

4,028 

2,896 

1,619 
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DONORS  TO  THE  LIBRARIES,  1909-10. 


Vols. 

Agent-General  for  Commonwealth  of  Australia,  72,  Vic- 
toria Street,  Westminster  .  .        .  .        .  .        .  .  i 

Agent-General  for  South  Australia,  London   . .        .  .  i 

Anonymous         : .        .  .        .  .        .  .        ,  .        .  .  2 

Blyth,  Miss  S.,  41,  Melford  Road,  Leytonstone        . .  10 

Caledonian  Railway  (Per  Superintendent  of  Line),  St. 

Enoch  Station,  Glasgow     .  .        .  .        .  .        .  .  3 

Casson,  Mr.  H.  N.,  Pine  Hill,  New  York,  U.S.A.       .  .  i 

City  and  Guilds  of  London  Institute,  Exhibition  Road, 

S.W.  (Per  the  Superintendent)     .  .        .  .        .  .  i 

City  and  Guilds  of  London,  Technological  Department, 

Exhibition  Road,  S.W.      .  .        .  .        .  .        .  .  i 

Dowding,  Mr.  Councillor,  High  Road,  Ley  ton         . .  9 

Elliot  Stock,  Messrs.,  62,  Paternoster  Row,  E.C.      . .  2 

Gorick,  Mr.  W.,  5,  Moyers  Road,  Leyton      .  .        .  .  7 

Handicrafts  Press,  Ltd.,  33,  Furnival  Street,  E.C.    .  .  i 

Hayes,  Mr.  W.,  Southwell  Grove  Road,  Leytonstone  i  plan. 

Librarian,  Library  of  Congress,  Washington,  U.S.A..  .  15 

L.  &  N.  W.  Railway,  Euston  (Per  Supt.  of  Line)     .  .  5 

London,  Chatham  &  Dover  Railway,  London  Bridge 

(Per  Superintendent  of  Line)       .  .        .  .        .  .  3 

London  Directory  Co.,  Ltd.,  25,  Abchurch  Lane,  E.C.  5 

London  PubUcity  Co.,  379,  Strand,  W.C.       .  .        .  .  i 

MacDonald  Publishing  Co.,  Messrs.  The,  Edinburgh,  2 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Wanstead  .  .        .  .        .  .  2 

Midland  Railway,  St.  Pancras  Station  (Per  Superinten- 
dent of  Line)           .  .        .  .        .  .        .  .        .  .  3 

Neale,  Mr.  James,  The  Executors  of,  10,  Bloomsbury 

Square          .  .        .  .        .  .        .  .        .  .        .  .  i 

North  Eastern  Railway,  York  (Per  Chief  Passenger 

Agent)   3 

Peace  Society,  The,  47,  New  Broad  Street,  E.C.       .  .  9 

Pitman,  Messrs.  Isaac  &  Sons,  i,  Amen  Corner,  E.C.  i 

Roberts,  Mr.  R.,  Stockwell,  S.W   i 
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DOHORS— continued. 


Vols. 

Shelton,  Mr.  T.,  228,  Murchison  Road,  Leyton        . .  i 

Shorthouse,  Mr.  E.  (Author),  Trafalgar  Road,  Mossley, 

Birmingham  . .        .  .        .  .        . .        . .        . .  6 

Singer  Sewing  Machine  Co.,  Ltd.,  St.  Paul's  Churchyard  i 
Stigand,  Mr.  W.  (Author),  c/o  Messrs.  Kegan,  Paul, 

Trench,  Trubner  &  Co.,  43,  Gerrard  Street,  W.C.  2 

Taylor,  Mr.  J.  F.,  Medical  Officer,  Town  Hall,  Leyton. .  3 

Theosophical  Society,  The,  106,  New  Bond  Street,  W.  i 

West  Ham  Board  of  Guardians,  Union  Road,  Leyton- 

stone  (Per  the  Clerk)   i 

Reports,  Catalogues,  &c.,  from  the  following  Public  Libraries  and 

Institutions  : — 

Accrington,  Acton,  Arbroath,  Aston  Manor,  Ashton-under-Lyne, 
Bangor,  Barrow-in-Furness,  Barry,  Battersea,  Bethnal  Green, 
Birmingham,  Blackburn,  Bolton,  Bournemouth,  Brighton, 
Bristol,  Bromley,  Cambridge,  Mass.  (U.S.A.),  Chicago, 
Chorley,  Colchester,  Cork,  Cripplegate  Institute,  Croydon, 
Derby,  Dewsbury,  Ealing,  Eastbourne,  Erith,  Evanston, 
Illinois  (U.S.A.),  Folkestone,  Gloucester,  Grand  Rapids 
(U.S.A.),  Great  Yarmouth,  Hammersmith,  Hartlepool, 
Hornsey,  Hove,  Hyde,  Kensal  Rise,  Kilburn,  King's  Norton, 
and  Northfield,  Leeds,  Leicester,  Lincoln,  Loughborough, 
Middlesborough,  Newark-on-Trent,  Newcastle-under-Lyme, 
New  York  (U.S.A.),  Patterson  (U.S.A.),  Perth,  Plymouth, 
Port  Elizabeth  (S.A.),  Preston,  Richmond,  Rochdale,  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota  (U.S.A.),  Salem  (U.S.A.),  Scranton  (U.S.A.), 
Shoreditch,  Stafford,  Stockport,  Stoke  Newington,  Toronto, 
(Canada),  Torquay,  Tottenham,  Tynemouth,  Wandsworth, 
West  Bromwich,  West  Hartlepool,  Westminster,  Willesden 
Green,  Wimbledon,  Worcester,  York. 
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MEMORABILIA. 


Area  of  the  District    . . 
Population  (Estimated) 

Rateable  Value . . 

Acts  adopted    . . 
Librarian  appointed    . . 
Lending  Library  opened 
Reference  Library  and  Reading  Room  opened 
Children's  Library  opened 
Branch  Reading  Room,  Cann  Hall,  opened . 

closed  . 

Book  Delivery  Station       ,,  opened. 

closed  . 

„  ,,       Leytonstone  opened  . 

,,  closed  . 

Lea  Bridge  (Carnegie)  Library  opened 
Leytonstone  (Carnegie)  Library  opened 


2,594  acres. 

121,200 

£511,328  lOS. 
April  19th,  1910. 

November,  1891. 

July,  1892. 

June,  1893. 

February,  1897. 

March,  1897. 

May,  1898. 

January,  1908. 

February,  1899. 

January,  1908. 

December,  1899. 

June,  1901. 

April,  1906. 

January,  1908. 
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FORM  OF  BEOUEST. 


I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Leyton  Urban 
District  Cou7icil,  in  the  County  of  Essex,  out  of 
such  part  of  my  personal  estate  as  may  lawfully 
be   appropriated  for    the   purpose,    the   sum  of 


free  from  Legacy  Duty,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Public  Library  of  the  said  Council,  to  be  expended 
in  such  7na7iner  as  they  may  dee7n  expedient  for 
the  enlargement  and  greater  efficiency  of  the 
said  Library. 


Donatio7is  may  be  notified  to  the  Librarian, 
Public  Library,  Leyton  and  will  be  gladly  received 
and  acknowledged  by  the  Committee. 


Leyton  Urban  District  Council 

Public  Libraries. 


flnnuol  fiepopf,  1909-1910. 


Waterlow  Bros,  a  Layton,  Limited,  24  a  25,  Birchin  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


